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a. Note that there have been allegations made by the Sub Governor of the TALA
WA BARFAK district that civilians were wounded and killed in the operation
conducted by ISAF and ANSF (TF81 and CRU) on Sunday 22 August 2010.
b. Note that HQ ISAF has initiated an investigation into the allegations and
appointed a Brigadier as the investigating officer.
c. Note that the SNO and OC TF81 have been interviewed by the investigating
officer.
d. Discuss this note with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister.
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1.  The purpose of this note is to inform you that HQ ISAF has initiated a Civilian
Casualty Investigation stemming from the operation conducted by the Crisis
Response Unit and TF81 on Sunday 22 August 2010, in Baghlan province,
Afghanistan.

Background

2. The Crisis Response Unit and TF81 conducted a disruption operation targeting
the insurgent group operating within the Bamyan/Baghlan border region. This
insurgent group conducted the recent fatal attack on the NZPRT patrol on 3 August
2010. During the operation a number of armed insurgents were engaged by the
ground and air forces and killed. Afghan citizens within the TALA WA BARFAK
region have alleged that innocent civilians were killed during the operation, and HQ
ISAF has commenced an investigation into the allegations.

3. HQISAF has a policy of investigating all alleged civilian casualties as a result of
operations conducted by coalition forces. A Brigadier has been tasked to lead the
investigation into the allegations, and he has spoken to the Senior National Officer
(SNO) and Officer Commanding (OC) TF81 on Tuesday evening. He then reviewed
the “gun tapes” from the Apache helicopters and AC-130 Gunship that were involved
in the operation to determine if they had adhered to coalition Rules of Engagement
(ROE). Over the next two days he plans to travel to Baghlan and speak to the
German Commander of Regional Command North, and to the Governor of Baghlan
province in order to ascertain the veracity of the claims, and gauge the atmospherics
of the region. If security permits he will travel to the TALA WA BARFAK region to
meet with the local Sub Governor of the district.



4. Theinvestigating officer complimented the SNO and OC for their thorough post
operational assessment and for providing extensive, open and honest comment. He
explained that the process is not a “witch-hunt”, but is intended to ensure that the
coalition treats fairly any civilians casualties that were directly attributed to the
operation conducted on 22 August. '

5. 1 will keep you apprised of any developments and outcomes and would

recommend that you discuss this with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Prime
Minister.

Recommendations
6. Itis recommended that the Minister:

a. Note that there have been allegations made by the Sub Governor of the
. TALA WA-BARFAK district that-civilians-were wounded and killed in-the -
operation conducted by ISAF and ANSF (TF81 and CRU) on Sunday 22
August 2010.

b. Note that HQ ISAF has initiated an investigation into the allegations and
appointed a Brigadier as the investigating officer.

c. Note that the SNO and OC TF81 have been interviewed by the
investigating officer.

d. Discuss this note with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister.
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