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17 Sep 2010 Untitled Link Chart Declassified doc 08/10 
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– Hon Phil Goff to the Minister of Defence

Parliamentary Question 230 

15 Mar 2017 Human Rights Foundation OIA-response Public OIA release 231 

21 Mar 2017 Follow-up questions Declassified email 235 
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PM on 22 Mar 

Declassified email 
– attachment to above 261 



Doc Date Title Document type Page 

Various Annex B – Ministerial briefings Declassified email 
– attachment to above 263 

Aug 2010 Annex E – Civilian Casualty Procedures: Afghanistan 
August 2010 – withheld document Attachment to above 279 
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27 Mar 2017 FW: Final version Declassified email 310 
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information 316 
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Inquiry into Operation Burnham Declassified email 353 
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Operation Burnham  Public OIA version 354 

N/A Withheld document 355 
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Offending Public OIA version 364 

30 Mar 2017 Briefing to PM Declassified email 369 
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30 Mar 2017 “Former Defence Minister Wayne Mapp calls for further 
SAS investigation 'We owe it to ourselves to find out’” Media article 372 
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2 May 2017 RE: OP BURNHAM DUE DILIGENCE TASK UPDATE Declassified email 425 
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Defence 

Parliamentary Question 432 
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24 May 2017 FW: HNR FFT Declassified email 450 
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Affairs and StratCom Declassified email 460 

30 May 2017 

PQ 4959 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 
PQ 4960 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 
PQ 4961 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 
PQ 4974 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 

Parliamentary Question 465 
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N/A Withheld document 470 
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13 June 2017 Hit and Run Update Declassified email 474 

N/A Withheld document 478 

5 July 2017 NZDF Update: Hit and Run allegations (Briefing to 
MINDEF) Declassified doc 479 

24 July 2017 

PQ 6797 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 
PQ 6798 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 
PQ 6800 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 
PQ 6801 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 
PQ 6802 (2017). Metiria Turei to the Minister of Defence 

Parliamentary Question 482 

12 Nov 2017 Operation Speaking Notes Declassified doc 08/17 484 

16 Nov 2017 Ground Brief for MINDEF Operation BURNHAM Declassified doc 486 

31 Jan 2018 Operation Burnham brief for Minister of Defence and 
Attorney-General Declassified doc 490 

13 Feb 2018 OIA Response 13 Feb 2018 Public OIA release 512 

23 Feb 2018 2018 NTM 059 Op Burnham  Talking Points for PM and 
MinDef on Release of Further OIA Material Public OIA release 519 

23 Mar 2018 OIA Response 23 Mar 2018 Public OIA release 525 
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further analysis of the book Hit and Run Public OIA release 527 

Unknown NZDF release: Op Burnham information pack Public release 551 

9 Apr 2018 Second release of Information Media release 583 

9 Apr 2018 RE: “Baseless” Public OIA release 586 

11 Apr 2018 “NZDF Stands by Accounts of Operation Burnham” - 
NZDF Press Release 587 

Aug 2018 Special Inquiry Office - internal information pack Public OIA release 588 

7 Nov 2018 
Memorandum for NZDF – public and unclassified 
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N/A Holding document 625 

N/A Holding document 626 

N/A Holding document 628 
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narrative Public submission 629 
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“Nations Approve Civilian Casualty Guidelines” 

NATO Press Release 
06/08/2010

Nations Approve Civilian Casualty 
Guidelines NATO (6 August 2010):
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-9D9D8832- 
42250361/natolive/official_texts_65114.htm 

In an effort to find a common approach to deal with the tragedy of civilian casualties, 
NATO nations have agreed on a set of guidelines which have now been promulgated 
to the Chain of Command. These guidelines reflect the efforts NATO/ISAF is making 
to reduce the impact of the conflict on the people of Afghanistan. The centre of 
gravity of NATO’s mission remains the Afghan people, and ISAF does everything 
within its power to avoid harming civilians. When combat-related civilian casualties or 
damage to civilian property occur, NATO/ ISAF considers that easing civilian 
suffering is of tremendous importance. In Afghanistan, the pain of losing a family 
member can also have financial implications, which could be eased through 
payments. Afghans have made it clear that payments to the families of civilian 
casualties is a culturally-appropriate response to combat-related civilian death or 
damage to private property. For this reason, NATO nations have agreed on the 
following set of non-binding policy guidelines for when they deal with cases of civilian 
combat-related casualties. 

1. Promptly acknowledge combat-related cases of civilian casualties or damage
to civilian property.

2. Continue to fully implement the ISAF standard operating procedures for
investigating possible cases of civilian casualties, or damage to civilian
property, and endeavour to provide the necessary information to the ISAF
civilian casualties tracking cell.

3. Proactively offer assistance for civilian casualty cases or damages to civilian
property, in order to mitigate human suffering to the extent possible. Examples
of assistance could include ex-gratia payments or in-kind assistance, such as
medical treatment, the replacement of animals or crops, and the like.

4. Offers of such assistance, where appropriate, should be discussed with, and
coordinated through, village elders or alternative tribal structures, as well as
district-level government authorities, whenever possible. Assistance should
also, where possible, be coordinated with other responsible civilian actors on
the ground.

5. Offering and providing such assistance should take into account the best way
to limit any further security risk to affected civilians and ISAF/PRT personnel.

6. Local customs and norms vary across Afghanistan and should be fully taken
into account when determining the appropriate response to a particular
incident, including for potential ex-gratia payments.

1



7. Personnel working to address cases of civilian casualties or damage to civilian
property should be accessible, particularly, subject to security considerations,
in conflict-affected areas, and local communities made fully aware of the
investigation and payment process.

8. The system by which payments are determined and made should be as
simple, prompt and transparent as possible and involve the affected civilians
at all points feasible.

9. Payments are made and in-kind assistance is provided without reference to
the question of legal liability.
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From: PSR(S» •sR(c» •sR1,c»

Sent: Sunday, 22 August 2010 2:40 p.m. 
To: PSR(S)2, PSR(C)2, PSR(IC)3 

Subject: fSECAET) External Release OP BURNHAM 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CLASSIFICATION. eEGRET 

Gents 

OP COMPLETE all TF81 pers now recovered to CW les 1 x WIA •sR(s,, •�,c,uSR(ic,� currently in BAF Role 3 Hosp. TF81 Doc

in location. Injuries non life threatening. Cause of Injury, Per was trapped under debris when roof and wall collapsed 
at entry point of Al. 

No Detainees from this operation. 3 x Compounds of interest. All empty of pers, however Al and A3 showed signs of 
habitation and immediate abandonment. Including hot cooking fires, hot food and warm bedspaces. Compound Al 
had abandoned Ammunition for RPG, DSHKA and abandoned 1 x RPG launcher. A3 had abandoned AK47 and 
ammunition. 

Compound Al caught fire. This fire was caused by Exploit pers after demolition charge on ammunition scattered 

flaming incendiary onto compound roof. Compound A3 also caught fire. Fire Caused by flash bang and or unattended 
cooking fire during clearance. A3 had a secondary explosion, unknown cause, possibly ammunition cache. Neither 
fire was extinguished by TF81 due to INS threat. 

Offensive support assets and TF81 pers engaged a number of Armed INS either massing or manoeuvring to attack 

Rotary assets or TF81 pers on the ground. Air Weapons team estimate 7 x INS KIA, AC130 estimates 4 x INS KIA, TF81 
confirm 1 x INS KIA. All KIA MAM's. BOA not confirmed due to threat, ground and INS locations on high ground 
overlooking Operation area. 

Soft Knock call out conducted IAW rehearsed procedures. Escalated to EMOE when no response on Al and A3. 

Key Leader Engagement attempted however not overly successful given INS threat and reticence of locals to leave 
safe buildings. Loud Hailer with Foreign Speaking National and posters used to convey leave behind 10 messages. 

No Women or children seen in target area. 2 x women identified in building adjacent to HLZ and reassured by 
Afghan Partner Unit and left alone. 

That's all I have for now. I am sure with time there will be more clarity especially from enabling assets. I recommend 
no public comment. 

Regards 

('-, f,! ,. .... ·";\ f:!" ,.... 
,_; , '··· 'U ! 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

WAATEA.SNO 
Sun, 22 Aug 2010 23:39:24 +1200 
PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 HQNZDF. D5O'
[SECRET] External Release RE: 9 location 
ISAF News Release.jpg 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Hi ... ,_,,' as requested this is going out today. 

PSAtMnll 

ISAF News Release.jpg 

From: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Sent: Sunday, 22 August 2010 4:08 a.m. 
To: WAATEA.OPS 
Cc: WAATEA.SNO 
Subject: RE: [li6CR.6T] 9 location 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

I know you are all busy, but if you could advise if/when tonight's activities hit the international or 
Afghan media that would be useful. We are monitoring NZ media this end. Hoping we still have a 
fair amount of time up our sleeves - but also need to stay ahead of the power curve this end. 

From: WAATEA.OPS 
Sent: Sunday, 22 August 2010 11:35 a.m. 
To: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Subject: RE: [56CR.6T] 9 location 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Ack 

From: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Sent: Sunday, 22 August 2010 12:22 a.m. 
To: WAATEA.OPS; WAATEA.SNO 
Subject: RE: [56CR.6T] 9 location 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

PM advised of kick off and has acknowledged. 

co 

From: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Sent: Sunday, 22 August 2010 7:51 a.m. 

Bk67.001.000014 
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To: WAATEA.OPS; WAATEA.SNO 
Subject: [SECRETI 9 location 

CLASSIFICATION: �EGRET 

PSR(_,, eso, 
I am in the office - should the SNO need to get hold of me on 

PSRISQ e, 

wow. 

co 

Bk67.001.000014 
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• NEWS RELEASE

• 
1 � ·,,i1ur· -•' i•• ri'i, • ', 1i• 1 1·,' 1 • ,,:11"'; •, 1.1, ,. ,111ii t ,b''",, 11 , ... "'� •�l t 1. i"i L ,1, .,,._.,1,_,,_•!i'lf, 1u 

lOl0-86,DRAF'l 

Numerou• ln11o1r91n .. ti.llied 

Kabul, Afgh1nlat11n (Auguat 22t - Afghan Nalional Security Forces and coalition forces 
conducted a combined operation 1n the BAGHLAN province Saturday resuttl-ng 1n 12 dead 
rn1urgents. 

Two Taliban commander, were the largel or the �111atlon. They are both known to lead 
lnsu'9ent at1.ac1:s- on ANSF and 1;QlillOt1ori forces, 

On a1rlval In lhe target area, numer0U!i armed IM$Urgenta mo"ad lo target ANSF and ISAF 
Forces The combmecl forces Imrr,edialety engaged the Insurgents. The 01)eration 
continued with loud speaker calloute for building occupants lo exit tllelr dwellings, Further 
insurgent activity ltuoughoul I.he operation reaullecl m several more engagemenls with 
ANSF and ISAF Forces, 

"Th,& operation WIii have a &1gnIncent cli&ruptlve effect on the command and coordination of 
Taliban elements throughout !he Baghlan province. n..a goal of partnered 01)8r&tiona wlll 
be lo continue to aCb\lely hunt down these criminals whose mam goal is to cause misery to 
the local Afghans and largel coalmon fo,ces. • &aid u S. Army Col Ralael Torree, 
International Security Ass!stanoe Force Jo!nl Command Combined Join! Operations 
Cenler dl�c;tor_ 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

WAATEA.SNO 
Mon, 23 Aug 2010 17:06:20 +1200 
SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO 
[SECRET] External Release RE: ISAF MEDIA RELEASE 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Hi Boss I have confirmed that it has been released already. Yesterday 22 Aug 10 

PSR{IC)'. 

-----Original Message-----
From: HQNZDF.DSO PSR(IC)3 
Sent: Monday, 23 August 20 IO 8:42 a.m. 
To: WAA TEA.SNO; @CO 
Subject: ISAF MEDIA RELEASE 
Importance: High 

Any chance of getting this release delayed by 24 to 48 hrs? 

I believe the PM will make an statement at some time over the next 24 hrs informing the public that a member 
of the TF was injured in a recent operation. They do not want to be caught out or off guard by the ISAF msg 
even though it is non-attributable. 

Could you chase this up and let me know how you get on soonest over the course of your working day? MF AT 
are pushing hard on this one. 

Has any TB media come out about the incident at this time? 

Cheers 

PSR(IC)3. PSR(sen)1 

DSO 
HQNZDF 

Wk: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Mob:-+fSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3

Sec Mob: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3

Restricted: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 
SecretPSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Bk43.001.000004 
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From: PSR(IC)3, PSR(sen)1 

Sent: Mon, 23 Aug 2010 08:47:22 +1200 

To: WAATEA.SNO;SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO;SWAN - HQNZDF.DDSO 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL RELEASE] External Release Issues External to the Sitrep 

CLASSIFICATION: EXTERNAL RELEASE 

Cheers ... ,_., . Copy all. 

Spoke to PM last night, he seemed relaxed. Primari ly concerned that this would make it safer for 

PRT. 

From: WAATEA.SNO 
Sent: Monday, 23 August 2010 1:53 a.m. 
To: SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO; PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 SWAN - HQNZDF.DDSO 
Subject: [SEECRIT] External Release Issues External to the Sitrep 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Hi Gents 

OBJ Burnham: attached is the Storyboard for Obj Burnham. I have also attached for you a copy of 
the OPSUM. I do not normally send this through however feel that this will give you some more 
clarity on what occurred last night on the OBJ. I gave a very generic brief to the Min Def on the 
conduct of the op. kept it at Min level, told him about cas. Told him about engaging INS but did not 
give specifics such as number of KIA. All KIA from AH64 or AC130 interdiction of INS less 1 x INS killed 
by TF81 Marksman from overwatch position as INS approached Sqn command group overwatch 

location. 

I will update the situation w ith PsR(sen>•. PSR(IC)J separately as this unfolds. Currently Doctor is with him at 

BAF Role 3. Trying to move .. ••- and Doc tonight to Germany. Will keep you posted. 

The visit by the CDF and the Min of Def has now concluded. PSR(S )2, PSR(S )3 

Logistics of 
supporting visit 
at same time as 
Op Burnham 

PSR(S)1 

Update on CRU personnel 
management issues 

Today we took delivery of the first run of weekly fresh water supplies to the lads at PSR(S)1 camp. 
This will occur every Sunday and will alleviate the drinking water problem at PSR(Sl1 until the well is 
built. This temporary fix, of bottled water has been over 2 months in the making so it is good news 

to see it finally delivered. 

Bk46.001.000009 
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Regards 

PSRIIC): 

100822-ISAF-SOF-NSI-TF81-OP-RAHBARI-OBJ-BURNHAM-OPSUM.doc 
100822-1 SAF-SOF-N SI-TF81-OP-RAHBAR I-OBJ-BU RN HAM-STORYBOARD. ppt 

100822-ISAF-SOF-NSI-TF81-OP-RAHBARI-OBJ-BURNHAM-OPSUM.doc 
100822-1 SAF-SOF-NSI-TF81-OP-RAHBAR I-OBJ-BU RN HAM-STORYBOARD .ppt 

Bk46.001.000009 
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Article Information 

Article Title 

Source 

Date Published 

“Numerous Insurgents Killed and 

Weapons Recovered” NATO ISAF Press 

23/08/2010 

“Numerous Insurgents Killed and 
Weapons Recovered" ISAF Press release - (23
August 2010):
(https://web.archive.org/web/20100914213051/http://www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/
numerous-insurgents-killed-and-weapons-recovered.html) 

KABUL, Afghanistan (Aug. 23) - Afghan National Security Forces and coalition 
forces conducted a combined operation in Baghlan province Sunday leading to the 
deaths of 12 insurgents and the seizure of weapons. Two Taliban commanders 
known to lead insurgent attacks on ANSF and coalition forces were the target of the 
operation. 

On arrival in the target area, numerous armed insurgents moved to target ANSF and 
coalition forces. The combined forces immediately engaged the insurgents. The 
operation continued with loud speaker call outs for occupants to exit the buildings. 

Further insurgent activity throughout the operation caused several more 
engagements with ANSF and International Security Assistance Force 
servicemembers. Combined forces located and destroyed a rocket-propelled 
grenade launcher, several RPGs and several boxes of small arms ammunition. 

"This operation will have a significant disruptive effect on the command and 
coordination of Taliban elements throughout Baghlan province. The goal of 
partnered operations will be to continue to actively hunt down these criminals whose 
main purpose is to cause misery to the local Afghans and target coalition forces," 
said U.S. Army Col. Rafael Torres, ISAF Joint Command Combined Joint 
Operations Center director. 
No civilians were injured or killed during this operation. 

10

https://web.archive.org/web/20100914213051/http:/www.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/numerous-insurgents-killed-and-weapons-recovered.html


11

From: 
Sent: 

To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 
Importance: 

WAATEA.SNO 
Tue, 24 Aug 2010 16:43:24 +1200 
PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

FW: [SECRET] External Release OBJ Burnham Update 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10.doc 
High 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

As d iscussed. 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10.doc 

From: WAATEA.SNO 
Sent: Monday, 23 August 2010 10:20 p.m. 
To: SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO 
Subject: [SECRET] External Release OBJ Burnham Update 
Importance: High 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Hi Boss 

Today has seen a number of new developments in the Op BURNHAM. Around 1500 I received 
reporting that the INS had reported that there had been an attack in TIGIRAN and that 20 houses 
were burned and 20 civilians had been killed, We have reinforced the 10 message today to counter, 

Gen Petrea us was briefed on the Op this morning as part of his daily CUB. We have also reinforced 
back to ISAF SOF our resu Its of the operation as reported in the storyboard which is the situation as 

we believe it to be at this stage. 

Throughout today we have been receiving HUMINT, Int from PsRisen>,.PsRi,ci3 and reviewing JSR feeds etc 

so we can fuze together an accurate picture of the true BDA of the operation. It is early days and 
reporting is wildly inaccurate. The attached cut is my attempt to let you know what we have at this 
stage from the HU MINT side. A separate report from PSRi,ci3.PSRlsen>, has been sent through PSR(

5
>
2

- PSR(
5 l3 

and """''
0

""

51 PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 to you this morning. I am anticipating that early 
reporting and INS 10 may get some people excited about the conduct of the operation and the 
outcomes particularly where reporting of any possible non combatant casualty reporting is 
concerned as this is likely to contradict reporting that all those engaged by FF were INS. I want to 

reassure you that establishing these outcomes is my highest priority. At this stage I have yet to 
establish any action by FF that would indicate a less than robust application of the ROE. 

I am providing this information for you and request that if required you provide a sanity check and 
level of realism to any reactions from NZ at this early stage. This will take some time to evolve and 
my intent is to provide you with a nightly update until we can lock the BDA down, 

Regards 

PSR11C)l l 

Bk12.001.000020 

L1059275
Text Box
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SECRET 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 

Various reports from a number of sources have been received following the Op 
against Obj Burnham the night of 21-22 Aug 10 in TIRIGAN Village BAGHLAN 
Province. Reports have indicated that a number of TB INS and a small number of 
civilians, most likely family members, have been killed or wounded. At this stage the 
reporting is from uncorroborated HUMINT. 

Early reflections indicate that between four to seven INS have been killed, five INS 

wounded and four INS are currently missing. Various names have been supplied by 

sources but again these can not be corroborated. 

The following outlines those individuals listed in the various reports who have been 

killed; wounded or injured to date. This will be up dated as further reports are 

received 

Likely Killed 

PSR(IC)4, PSR(R)1 (INS) 

father of PSR(R>• PSRPC)4 

PSR(R)l .... ,,.. 
( I N s) 

Sister 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

Possibly Killed 

PSR(RJ1, PSR(IC)4 (NF I) 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

(NFI) 

Likely Injured Missing 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 son Abdullah KUL TTA 

(INS) (INS) 

Daughter of Maulawi 
PSR(R)1 PSR(IC)4 NEMATULLAH 

(INS) 

Unk Female Unk 

Unk 

TF81 52 COMMENT: Information regarding the operation is still filtering in, it is 
assessed that once the funerals are over sources will be able to confirm who has 

been killed/wounded. COMMENT ENDS. 

In the table above, names and other details that identify individuals have been redacted from this document 

for reasons of privacy and because some identifying informations may have been obtained by means that 

would cause prejudice to protected interests if disclosed. 

However, and noting that some individuals have since been publicly identified, the individuals identified in 

this table appear to correlate with some of those who have been publicly identified. 

OEORET 00 ° 0�9 l, .t.. ' 
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Export 

PSR(IC)3 
From: LT 

COL 

To: PSR(IC)3
PSR(IC)3 

Subject RE: 

Ack 

LTCOL; PSR(IC)3
MAJ 

From: PSR(IC)3 LTCOL 

COL; PSR(IC)3

Tue, 24 
Aug 

Sent2010
'05:53:2 
3GMT 

LTCOL; 

Sent: Tuesday, 24 August 2010 17:40 

To: PSR(IC)3 COL; PSR(IC)3 
Subject: RE:

LT COL; PSR(IC)3 LTCOL; PSR(IC)3 MAJ 

cheers 

From: PSR(IC)3 COL 
Sent: Tuesday, 24 August 2010 5:34 p.m. 
To: PSR(IC)3 LTCOL; PSR(IC)3 

MAJ 
Subject: FW: 

On the wire ..... 

LT COL; PSR(IC)3 

From: PSR(IC)3 (ISED) PSR(IC)3 @mfat.govt.nz] 

Sent: Tuesday, 24 August 2010 4:J0 p.m. 
To: PSR(IC)3 , COL 
Subject: 

[SEEMAIL] [UNCLASSIFIED] 

LTCOL; PSR(IC)3, 

PsRtic>3 -you may have already seen this NYT article, but if not, might be of interest

Afghans Say NATO Troops Killed 8 CiYilians in Raid 

By THE NEW YORK TIMES 

Published: August 23, 2010 

KABUL, Afghanistan - Officials and residents of Baghlan Province, in northern Afghanistan, accused NA TO 
troops on Monday of killing eight civilians during an early morning raid. 
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Mohammed Ismail, the governor of U1e Talah wa Barfak District, said troops entered a district house at 2 a.m. 
and killed 8 civilians, injured 12 and took 9 prisoners. 

The province's governor, Munchi Abdul Majid, confirmed the attack, but could not provide details. 

Maj. Michael Johnson, a spokesman for the International Security Assistance Force, as the NATO force is 
known, said NATO authorities were unaware of any such attack. 

Also on Monday, five NATO soldiers were killed - two French, one Hungarian, one American, and one whose 
nationality had not yet been released. The deaths took place in eastern, northern and southern parts of 
Afghanistan. On Sunday, four NATO soldiers were killed. 

The killing on Monday of the two French soldiers brought the total number of French troops killed in the 
Afghan war to 47, The Associated Press reported. There are about 4,000 troops in the French contingent of the 
NATO-led international force. 

The Hungarian Defense Ministry said that the Hungarian soldier had been killed when his convoy was hit by a 
bomb, then strafed by gunfire from all sides. The attack occurred 12 miles northwest of the town of Pul-e 
Khumri in Baghlan Province. Hw1gary administers development projects in the province. 

In all, 47 international troops have been killed in Afghanistan U1is month, including 30 Americans, The 
Associated Press reported. 

In July, 66 Americans were killed in the country, making it the deadliest month for the United States since the 
2001 invasion that overthrew the hard-line lslamist Taliban government. 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 
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Export 
STEE 

R 
From: JACK, 

R 
ADM 

To: MATEPARAE JERRY, LTGEN 
�ubjectFW:
Sir 
Another version of events 

J.R Steer
RA 

VCDF 

DTeLN: PSR(IC)3 

From: PSR(IC)3 COL
Sent: Tuesday, l4 August 2010 17:32 

To: STEER JACK, R ADM 

Subject: FW: 

Sir, 

FYI. 

From: PSR(IC)3 (ISED) PSR(IC)3 @mfat.govt.nz] 
Sent: Tuesday, l4 August lUlU 4:JU p.m. 
To: PSR(IC)3 COL
Subject: 

[SEEMAIL] [UNCLASSIFIED] 

PSR(lcJ3 - you may have already seen this NYT article, but if not, might be of interest 

Afghans Say NATO Troops Killed 8 Civilians in Raid 

By THE NEW YORK TIMES 

Published: August 23, 2010 

Tue, 24 
Aug Sent2010
'08:59:0 
3GMT 
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KABUL, Afghanistan - Officials and residents ofBaghlan Province, in northern Afghanistan, accused NATO 
troops on Monday of killing eight civilians during an early morning raid. 

Mohammed Ismail, the governor of the Talah wa Barfak District, said troops entered a district house at 2 a.m. 
and killed 8 civilians, injured 12 and took 9 prisoners. 

The province's governor, Mw1chi Abdul Majid, confirmed the attack, but could not provide details. 

Maj. Michael Johnson, a spokesman for the International Security Assistance Force, as the NATO force is 
known, said NATO authorities were w1aware of any such attack. 

Also on Monday, five NATO soldiers were killed- two French, one Hungarian, one American, and one whose 
nationality had not yet been released. The deaths look place in eastern, northern and southern parts of 
Afghanistan. On Sunday, four NATO soldiers were killed. 

The killing on Monday of the two French soldiers brought the total nW11ber of French troops killed in the 
Afghan war to 4 7, The Associated Press reported. There are about 4,000 troops in the French contingent of the 
NATO-led international force. 

The Hungarian Defense Ministry said that the Hungarian soldier had been killed when his convoy was hit by a 
bomb, then strafed by gunfire from all sides. The attack occurred 12 miles northwest of the town of Pul-e 
Khurnri in Baghlan Province. Hungary administers development projects in the province. 

In all, 47 international troops have been killed in Afghanistan this month, including 30 Americans, The 
Associated Press reported. 

In July, 66 Americans were killed in U1e country, making it the deadliest month for the United Stales since the 
2001 invasion that overUu·ew the hard-line Islrunisl Taliban government. 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 

not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 

information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 

17
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Subject: 

MOD File No. 

NZDF File No. 

Priority: 

Contacts: 

Co¥er1Rg SliCRliT 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE/NEW ZEALAND 
DEFENCE FORCE 

COVERSHEET 
To accompany documents to 

Minister of Defence 

OPERATION WATEA: HQ ISAF CIVILIAN CASUAL TY INVESTIGATION 
INTO OPERATION BURNHAM 22 AUGUST 2010 

MoD Tracking #. Minister's Tracking#: 

NZDF 03130/DSC/2 
(For Minister's office) 

NZDF Trackino # .37S I Io 

ROUTINE Request Ministerial response by: 

1. PSR(IC)3 
2PSR(IC)3 

Sheet not to exceed one page. Please complete shaded areas. 

-pa rp<:>-s-e: ~ The·purpose ofthis note• is"to inform you that HQ ISAF has initiated a -Civilian· 
Casualty Investigation stemming from the operation conducted by the Crisis Response 
Unit and TF81 on Sunday 22 August 2010, in Baohlan province, Afohanistan. 

Recommendations: a. Note that there have been allegations made by the Sub Governor of the TALA 
WA BARFAK district that civilians were wounded and killed in the operation 

. . 
conducted by ISAF and ANSF (TF81 and CRU) on Sunday 22 August 2010 . 

b. Note that HQ ISAF has initiated an investigation into the allegations and 
appointed a Brigadier as the investigating officer. 

C. Note that the SNO and OC TF81 have been interviewed by the investigating 
officer. 

. . d . Discuss this note with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister. 
. •, •. 

MOD/NZDF NZDF 
Consultation 
Minister's 
comments: 

Minister's Ac.tlon: Signed/ Noted/ Agreed/ Approved/ Declined 

Referred to: 

Signature: Date: 

Date !LS 44? lo 

CE>1.ieering SE-CR&+ 
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Minister of Defence 

SECRET REL ISAF 

NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE 
Te Ope Kaatua o Aotearoa 

HEADQUARTERS NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE 
Private Bag, Wellington, New Zealand 
PSR(IC)3 _ 

NZDF 03130/DSC/2 

~.S- August 201 o 

OPERATION WATEA: HQ ISAF CIVILIAN CASUALTY INVESTIGATION ON 
OPERATION BURNHAM 22 AUGUST 2010 

..... .. . _ P_urp.o.se .. .. _ . . . ___ . - - - .. - - .. - -~ - - . - ~... - . - . - . - - .. - -. - -

· 1. The purpose of this note is to inform you that HQ ISAF has initiated a Civilian 
Casualty Investigation stemming from the operation conducted by the Crisis 
Response Unit and TF81 on Sunday 22 August 2010, in Baghlan province, 
Afghanistan. 

Background 

2. The Crisis Response Unit and TF81 conducted a disruption operation targeting 
the insurgent group operating within the Bamyan/Baghlan border region. This 
insurgent group conducted the recent fatal attack on the NZPRT patrol on 3 August 
201 O. During the operation a number of armed insurgents were engaged by the 
ground and air forces and killed. Afghan citizens within the TALA WA BARFAK 
region have alleged that innocent civilians were killed during the operation, and HQ 
ISAF has commenced an investigation into the allegations. 

3. HQ ISAF has a policy of investigating all alleged civilian casualties as a result of 
operations conducted by coalition forces. A Brigadier has been tasked to lead the 
investigation into the allegations, and he has spoken to the Senior National Officer 
(SNO) and Officer Commanding (OC) TF81 on Tuesday evening. He then reviewed 
the "gun tapes" from the Apache helicopters and AC-130 Gunship that were involved 
in the operation to determine if they had adhered to coalition Rules of Engagement 
(ROE). Over the next two days he plans to travel to Baghlan and speak to the 
German Commander of Regional Command North, and to the Governor of Baghlan 
province in order to ascertain the veracity of the claims, and gauge the atmospherics 
of the region. If security permits he will travel to the TALA WA BARFAK region to 
meet with the local Sub Governor of the district. 

SECRET REL ISAF 
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4. The investigating officer complimented the SNO and OC for their thorough post 
operational assessment and for providing extensive, open and honest comment. He 
explained that the process is not a "witch-hunt", but is intended to ensure that the 
coalition treats fairly any civilians casualties that were directly attributed to the 
operation conducted on 22 August. 

5. I will keep you apprised of any developments and outcomes and would 
recommend that you discuss this with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Prime 
Minister. 

Recommendations 

6. It is recommended that the Minister: 

a. Note that there have been allegations made by the Sub Governor of the 
TALAWA-BARFAK-district-that-civilianswere wounded and-killed in-the --
operation conducted by ISAF and ANSF (TF81 and CRU) on Sunday 22 
August 2010. 

b. Note that HQ ISAF has initiated an investigation into the allegations and 
appointed a Brigadier as the investigating officer. 

c. Note that the SNO and OC TF81 have been interviewed by the 
investigating officer. 

d. Discuss this note with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister. 

eutenant General 
hief of Defence Force 

SECRET REL ISAF 



Reference to 
conversation which 
took place In 
confidence on the 
fact that 
compensabon may 
be paid by ISAF for 
CIVCAS and the 
need to establish 
the facts of the 
matter 

Reference to 
conversation whteh 
took place ,n 
confidence, NZDF co
operat,on welcome, 

process of 
,nvestigabon 
explained 

Reference to 
conversation 

which look place 
in confidence. 
details of 
proposed ISAF 
1nvest1gabon 
steps 

From: 
••a<s12 ••a<c12 PSR<ic,,

Sent: Wednesday, 25 August 2010 5:33 a.m. 
To: PSR(C)2, PSR(C)3 
Subject: fSE€flFfj External release Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 2 
Importance: High 

CLASSIFICATION: 8EORET 

CLASSIFICATION: EiEORET 

Hi Boss update on BOA attached, however we are still building this picture. 

Tonight we (myself,••'""' ... ,.,, ... ic,, (Ground Commander) Cpl ... ,.,, ... ,.,, ... (JTAC) and ... ,.,, ... ,.,, ... ic,, ') attended a VTC
meeting with MG ... ,.,, ... ,.,, "'from ISAF HQ DCOS SPA. Also involved in that VTC was UC Ops Chief, ISAF SOF Ops ,..,.,, 

and BG ... ,.,, ... ,.,, US Airforce (IJC air plans projects officer). The aim of the VTC was to establish the facts as 
they are know around the conduct of Obj Burnham. The meeting was convened to keep key ISAF leaders 
appraised of this Afghan claimed CIVCAS event. PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

Not an easy task and I understand that in the past, a payment may not necessarily 
mean an acknowledgement of fault, rather a strategy of COIN to do the right thing if the facts are unclear. Over the 
past 48 hours the task force has worked hard to develop post action product to understand our actions and those of 
other contributing forces. This definitely played out well. PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

PSR(8)1, PSR(IC)4_ 

Bottom line at this stage is that there may or may not have been some CIVCAS. This is to be determined by the 
investigation team in order to inform command action in the matter. The intelligence coming off the OBJ is still very 
raw and this investigation is welcomed in order to help to clarify ISAF and TF81 actions. I am confident our actions 

oooo:;3 
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and tactics on the objective were sound and in accordance with ROE, LOAC and the Comd ISAF Tactical Directive. It 

will be saddening if there has been unnecessary CIVCAS as a result but the reason for looking into this matter is 

sound. 

I will keep you posted. 

PSA!S)2. I 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 2.doc 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 2.doc 

From: 
.... ,.p PSR«P ... (IC" 

Sent: Tuesday, 24 August 2010 7:17 p.m. 
To: PSR<s12. PsRtc)2. PsRt1c13 

Subject: fi!iE€i;li;:;r:J Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 2 

CLASSIFICATION: €EGRET 

Sir 

Please find attached update 2. We will continue to monitor reflections over the next few days, then we will possibly 

be able to make a final assessment. 

PSRfS)2. P 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 2.doc 

00('-, q•"' / \,,'\,J'� 
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aEORET 

24 Aug 10 - Int Update Obj Burnham Op 21/22 Aug 10 (Update 2) 

Various reports from a number of sources have been received following the Op 
against Obj Burnham on the night of 21-22 Aug 10 in TIRIGAN Village BAGHLAN 
Province. Reports have indicated that a number of TB INS and a small number of 
civilians, have been killed or wounded. 

Early reflections indicate that between six and nine people have been killed, five 

people wounded and a number (2-4) people are currently missing. Various names of 

individuals have been supplied by sources including those of known INS but again 

these can not yet be corroborated and some of this reporting may be circular. 

The following outlines those individuals listed in the various reports who have been 

reported by sources as killed; wounded or injured to date. In time more accuracy will 

be put to this list as it priority effort for TF81 . 

Likely Killed 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (INS) 

father ofPSR(R)!. PSRQC)•

..... ,, ... "" (INS) 

2x Sons of ... ,.1, • 

both (INS) 

Son of ... ,.,, ... ,oc

(INS) 

1 x Unidentified 

male (INS) 

Possibly Killed Injured Missing 

PSR(Rll PSR{IC)4 (NFI) Son of ..... ,,.., Abdullah KUL TTA 

(INS) (INS- Obj 

BURNHAM) 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (Possibly) Maulawi 

(NFI) Daughter of NEMATULLAH 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (INS- Obj NOVA) 

Sister of PSR(R)! PSRoc� (Possibly) Unk Four UNK LN 

Female 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (INS) 

PSR(R)1 PSR(IC)4 (INS)

In the table above, names and other details that identify 1nd1v,duals have been redacted from this 
document !Of reasons of privacy and because some identifying 1nfonnat1ons may have been 
obtained by means that would cause p<eJud>Ce to protected interests � disclosed 
However, and nobng that some 1ndiv,duals have sinca been publicly identified, the 1ndMduals 
ident�ied In this table appear to correlate with some of those who have been publicly Identified 

Confidential ... ,.,, ... "have reported that the remains of four men have been recovered on a hillside
source near Tigiran Village. Two of them were the sons of PSR(R)1, PSR(1c>4 and one was the son 

of PSR(R)1. PSR(IC)4 The fourth individual remains unidentified. PsR(R)1PSR(ic)4were unaware
of the actual names of the deceased, but confirmed that all four were INS under the 
command of Abdullah KULTTA. 

Confidential The reporting has been received from four sources plus intelligence passed from 

source PSR(R}1, PSR(IC)4). All sources are assessed as being C3. There are reflections that 
NEMATULLAH (Obj NOVA) and KUL TTA (Obj BURNHAM) may be still alive, this 
can not be confirmed at this time. 

SECRET 

Confidential 

source 
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OEORET 

TF81 S2 COMMENT: The ages of these siblings is unconfirmed however those 
identified as INS are assessed to be FAM. Obj BURNHAM is reported to be aged 
between 40-50 years and is assessed to have adult children. COMMENT ENDS.

0000:.;B SECRET 
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PSR(S)1 

(PSR(S)1 
DTG: 25AUG10: New case of civilian deaths 
investigated in Afghanistan. A team of 
investigators from the American-led forces here 
headed to a volatile corner of northeast Afghanistan 
on Tuesday after local officials reported that a 
nighttime raid by NATO commandos there had left 8 
civilians dead and 12 wounded. Details were 
sketchy, but the governor of Tala Wa Barfak, a 
district in Baghlan Province, said the Afghans had 
been killed in the village of Naik early Sunday by 
what appeared to have been a raid carried out by 
special forces. *See notes for full report* 
(Source: New York Times) 

PSR(S)1 

This text appeared as a partner Commander's Daily Intelligence Brief dated 25 August 
2010. 



Export 

STEE 
R 

From: JACK, 
R 
ADM 

To: THOMPSON MIKE, COL 
SubjectFW:

RAJ.R. Steer 

VCDF 

DTelN 1PSR(IC)3 
Mob PSR(IC)3 

From: PSR(IC)3 COL
Sent: Tuesday, l4 August 2010 5:32 p.m. 
To: STEER JACK, R ADM 
Subject: FW: 

Sir, 

FYI. 

'''""' 

From: PSR(IC)3 (ISED) PSR(IC)3 @mfat.govt.nz] 
Sent: Tuesday, l4 August l0lU 4:30 p.m. 
To: PSR(IC)3 COL
Subject: 

[SEEMAIL] [UNCLASSIFIED] 

PsR(IC>3 - you may have already seen this NYT article, but if not, might be of interest

Afghans Say NA TO Troops Killed 8 Civilians in Raid 

By THE NEW YORK TIMES 

Published: August 23, 2010 

Wed,25 
Aug Sent2010
·oo:43:0

2GMT
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KABUL, Afghanistan - Officials and residents of Baghlan Province, in northern Afghanistan, accused NA TO 
troops on Monday of killing eight civilians during an early morning raid. 

Mohammed Ismail, the governor of the Talah wa Barfak District, said troops entered a district house at 2 a.m. 
and killed 8 civilians, injured 12 and took 9 prisoners. 

The province's governor, Munchi Abdul Majid, confirmed the attack, but could not provide details. 

Maj. Michael Johnson, a spokesman for the International Security Assistance Force, as the NATO force is 
known, said NATO authorities were unaware of any such attack. 

Also on Monday, five NATO soldiers were killed - tv,ro French, one Hungarian, one American, and one whose 
nationality had not yet been released. The deaths took place in eastern, northern and southern parts of 
Afghanistan. On Sunday, four NATO soldiers were killed. 

The killing on Monday of the two French soldiers brought the total number of French troops killed in the 
Afghan war to 4 7, The Associated Press reported. There are about 4,000 troops in the French contingent of the 
NATO-led international force. 

The Hungarian Defense Ministry said that the Hungarian soldier had been killed when his convoy was hit by a 
bomb, then strafed by gunfire from all sides. The attack occurred 12 miles northwest of the town of Pul-e 
Khumri in Baghlan Province. Hungary administers development projects in the province. 

In all, 47 international troops have been kilJed in Afghanistan this month, including 30 Americans, The 
Associated Press reported. 

In July, 66 Americans were killed in the country, making it the deadliest month for the United States since the 
2001 invasion that overthrew the hard-line lslamist Taliban government. 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

(CEO Office) 
Wednesday, 25 August 2010 10:05 a.m. 
ALLEN, John (CEO) 
FW: NYT Coverage 

John, fyi - follow up reporting on the Afghanistan incident that was the subject of the meeting with the Minister on 
Monday. 

-----Original Message-----
From:IDPMC FPAI [mailto:�ID_P _M_C_ F_P�AI 
Sent: Wednesday, 25 August 2010 9:32 a.m. 
To: {ISED);IMFA PSI 
Cc: (ISED); (CEO Office); 

(MEA) 
Subject: Re: NYT Coverage 

{ISED); (MEA); 

ThankslISEDlfor spotting this, as this is pretty significant. A little surprised that either Defence (NZDF) weren't 
aware of this, or if they were, that they hadn't thought to get in touch immediately? Would certainly want to be 
copied into any subsequent notes, as this needs to be brought to the PM's attention too. Thanks -----Original 
Message----- IDPMC FPAI 
From: {ISED)"IMFATI
To:IMFA PSI inisterial Services.External Domain> 
�:____ > 

To:IDPMC FPAI 
Cc: 
Cc: 
Cc: 
Cc: 

(ISED) 
(ISED) 

(MEA) 
(MEA) 

Sent: 25/08/2010 8:53:01 a.m. 
Subject: NYT Coverage 

IMFA PSI IDPMc FPAtound this article below in the NYT. I followed up with INZDFI who confirmed that ISAF HQ are indeed 
investigating the allegations. The team will be headed by a Brigadier, who will travel to Baghlan. The team will 
review the actions of the forces involved, the assets used and whether the rules of engagement were adhered to. 

INZDFI noted that as a matter of course, ISAF HQ will always investigate any allegations of civilian casualties. ButlNZDFI 
added that allegations of these sort are nearly always made after such operations - often a tactic by the other side. 
As the ISAF press release noted, no civilians were killed or injured. 

INZDFI is preparing a note on this for CDF's approval, which will then be sent to MinDef. I requested that a copy be 
provided to MFA ( you might want to follow up with later today). 

Cheers, 
IISEDI 

IMFA PSI IMin Def PSI 
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New Case of Civilian Deaths Investigated in Afghanistan By Dexter Filkins Published 24 August 2010 KABUL, 

Afghanistan - A team of investigators from the American-led forces here headed to a volatile corner of northeast 

Afghanistan on Tuesday after local officials reported that a nighttime raid by 

NA TO<http :/ /topics. nytimes.com/to p/ reference/ti m esto p ics/ organizations/ n/ north_ at la ntic _treaty_ organization/in 

dex.html?inline=nyt-org> commandos there had left eight civilians dead and 12 wounded. 

Details were sketchy, but the governor of Tala Wa Barfak, a district in Baghlan Province, said the Afghans had been 

killed in the village of Naik early Sunday by what appeared to have been a raid carried out by special forces. 

The governor, Mohammed Ismail, said a group of tribal elders he had dispatched to the village had returned with 

details. Among the dead were two women and one child, he said. Six of the dead were found in Naik and two more 

villagers were found later in a field further away, he said. 

"It was a cruel act against the civilians," he said. 

Eyewitnesses said the raid began Sunday morning at about 2 a.m., when a number of helicopters descended on 

Naik. Groupf of commandos entered a pair of houses, where the gunfire began, the witnesses said. 

"As they entered our neighbor's house, we heard some shouting and yelling and then gunshots," Ahmad Shah, a 

resident of Naik, said. 

In Kabul, a spokesman for the American-led coalition said a team of investigators had been sent to the scene. 

Though insurgents cause the overwhelming majority of civilian deaths in Afghanistan, the issue is a sensitive one 

between NATO and the Afghan government. In recent months, NATO commanders have sharply curtailed airstrikes 

and night raids in order to reduce the number of civilian deaths. 

But special forces commandos are being dispatched at high tempo, in a campaign to kill mid-ranking 

Taliban<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/t/taliban/index.html?inline=nyt-org> 

leaders. Those commandos often carry out their raids at night, exploiting darkness and surprise. 

Afghanistan is a tribal society, and the results of botched raids are often difficult to overcome. Mahmood Haqmal, a 

spokesman for the governor of Baghlan Province, put it this way. 

"If coalition forces kill one civilian, twenty other family members will pick up weapons and stand against them." 

Also in northern Afghanistan, a group of 21 Taliban fighters surrendered their weapons and gave up fighting last 

week, officials said Tuesday. The surrender offered a glimpse of what Afghan and American officials hope might one 

day grow into a larger movement. 

The fighters, led by a Taliban commander named Mullah Obeidi, gathered Friday at a government building in 

Muqoor, a district in Badghis Province, and promised to fight no more. Each of the erstwhile fighters received a "re

integration certificate" and congratulations from several hundred tribal elders who had come to celebrate. 

Most important, the provincial governor, Delbar Jan Arman, promised to provide the men with jobs to help ensure 

they will not return to fighting. 

"All of our angry brothers came in, " said Sharafuddin Majidi, a spokesman for the Badghis governor. "And we hope 

we will get some more." 

Afghan and American officials hope the small ceremony in Badghis is a harbinger of a larger phenomenon, one that 

perhaps might rival the movement in Iraq known as the Awakening. There, beginning in late 2006, tens of thousands 

of insurgents gave up fighting and took jobs with the government. 
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The idea underlying the initiative is that many if not most of the Taliban's fighters are not especially committed to 

the cause. The Afghan government and its NATO backers have pledged $150 million for the effort. 

But so far, the defections have amounted to a relative trickle, limited to small, isolated groups like the one in 

Badghis. 

One of the fighters who gave up was Abdul Karim, a 45 year-old father of three who had been fighting with the 

Taliban for more than four years. In an interview Tuesday, Mr. Karim said he lost heart over what the Taliban were 

doing to his fellow Afghans. 

Mr. Karim said he had initially been persuaded to fight by Taliban recruiters who told him the Afghan government 

was backed by non-Muslims. 

Mr. Karim said his salary was $12 month-not enough to feed his family. His commander, Mr. Obeidi - as well as 

Taliban advisors who travelled from Pakistan - urged him to attack construction crews upgrading the national 

highway. The road runs through Badghis and links the province to the rest of Afghanistan. 

"If you see the engineers or the laborers, try your best to kill them," Mr. Karim said. "This is what our Pakistani 

advisors were telling us." 

Finally, Mr. Karim said, the Taliban's local leaders were earning large sums smuggling opium. 

"When I heard all these things, I thought this is not the fight of Islam," he said. "Why would we blow up a school or a 

clinic or a road-these things are for all of us?" 

Reporting was contributed by Sharifullah Sahak in Kabul and an employee of The New York Times in Baghlan 

Province. 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is not necessarily the 

official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy 

or distribute this message or the information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or 

telephone the sender immediately." 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

The information contained in this email message is for the attention of the intended recipient only and is not 

necessarily the official view or communication of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. If you are not 

the intended recipient you must not disclose, copy or distribute this message or the information in it. If you have 

received this message in error, please destroy the email and notify the sender immediately. 
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From: • .,.,.,, • .,.,c,, PSR<ic1,

Sent: Thursday, 26 August 2010 8:08 a.m. 
To: PSR(R)2, PSR(R)3 

Subject: RE: !SECRET] [xternal Release Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 3 

CLASSIFICATION: GEORET 

CLASSIFICATION: OEGRET 

Hi Boss 

PSR(R) 1, PSR(IC)4 

Confidential details 

of ISAF 

investigation 
regarding process 

and timing 

Yes the ISAF SOF PAO has been monitoring media as of yesterday they had 5 hits in the media but these were all 

small paragraphs, not major stories. 

As for ... (C� and the team they are aware of the heightened risk. We are getting much of this reporting from the Crib 
S2 

From: PSR(S)2, PSR{C)2, PSR(IC)3 
Sent: Wednesday, 25 August 2010 9:22 p.m. 
To: PSR(R)2, PSR(R)3 

Subject: RE: EGECFICT] External Release Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 3 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

Confidential detals of ISAF 

investigation regarding process 
and timing 

Lastly, does HQ ISAF monitor all international media releases reporting on events in 
Afghanistan. MINDEF is concerned at the potential wide distribution of the two stories that were 
in the NYT. He was wondering how many other media outlets have reported the events in Tala 
Wa Barfak. Don't go crazy on this one, suffice to say we have passed on his concern but there is 
little that can be done unless HQ ISAF maintain a searchable database on all outside media. 

PSR(C)2, PSR(C)3, PSR(IC)3 

1 

0000.17 
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PSR(IC) 

From: PSR(S)2, PSR{C)2, PSR(IC)3 J 
Sent: Thursday, 26 August 2010 4:42 a.m. 
To: PSR(S)2, PSR(C)2 

-------

Subject: fSEERET] External Release Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 3 

CLASSIFICATION: iilli�liil■+ 

CLASSIFICATION: GEGRET 

Hi Boss all little more clarity today has emerged. See attached brief. 

No word yet on when we might see the gun tapes. We will keep tracking that. Otherwise there are no significant 
developments to report today. 

Regards 

PSR(IC)3 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 3.doc 

Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 1 O Update 3.doc 

000038 2 
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OEORET 

25 Aug 10 - Int Update Obj Burnham Op 21 /22 Aug 10 (Update 3) 

Various reports from a number of sources continue to be received following the Op 
against Obj Burnham on the night of 21-22 Aug 10 in TIRIGRAN Village BAGHLAN 
Province. 

Reflections indicate that between eight and nine people have been killed with three 

to five people wounded. Various names of individuals have been supplied by 

sources including those of known INS but again these can not yet be corroborated. 

The following outlines those individuals listed in the various reports who have been 

reported by sources as killed; wounded or injured to date. In time more accuracy will 

be put to this list as it priority effort for TF81. 

Likely Killed 

PSR(R)1. PSR(IC)4 (INS) 

father of PSR(R)l.PSRoci, 

... ,.,, PSRI\C ( I N s) 

2 x Sons of ""'"''• 

both (INS) 

Son of ... '",, ... oc 

(INS) 

1 x Unidentified 

male (INS) 

PSR(R)I PSR(IC)' ( N FI) 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

(NFI) 

Possibly Killed 

Sister of PSR<RJ•.PSRoci, 

Injured Missing 

Son of ... ,.,, ...

(INS) 

(Possibly) 

Daughter of 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

(Possibly) Unk 

Female 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (INS) 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (INS) 

In the table above, names and other details that ldentdy ind1111duals have been redacted from this 
document 10< reasons of pnvacy and because some ldent1fy1ng informat,ons may have been obtained by 
means that would cause prejudice to protected Interests d disclosed 
However, and nobng that some individuals have since been publicly Identified, the 1nd1viduals Identified ,n 
this table appear to correlate with some of those who have been publicly Identified 

Reporting has been received from four sources plus intelligence passed from ... '"''· ... 
All sources are assessed as being C3. There are reports that 

NEMATULLAH (Obj NOVA) and KULTTA (Obj BURNHAM) are still alive and may 
have been involved in the funerals which occurred on 23 Aug, with up to 400 
attendees. Some of those that attended were armed with RPG, PK and AKs. 

Confidential A report from ... ,.,, .. "'states that only one civilian may have been injured and that all 
sources others killed/injured where I NS. 

SEORET 000�39 
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SECRET 

Reporting suggests 12 weapons, 11 mines and ammo were destroyed in the 
operation at KAL TA's house. COMMENT: Two weapons, seven RPG rounds and a 
quantity of ammunition (2 x belt 7.62mm, 1 x box 14.5mm) was removed and 
destroyed by FF. It is likely that additional weapons were destroyed when INS in the 
hills were engaged by Air Assets. END COMMENT.

Several reports indicate that TB plan to attack PRT patrols and ANP CP as revenge 
for the Op conducted in TIRIGRAN. It is currently quiet in TIRIGRAN and people are 
staying away from the district centre. 

0000�0 
SECRET 
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This document has been removed from the bundle. 
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BOA and current NZPRT analysis 

Correct as at 261130DAUG10 
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OP BURNHAM SUMMARY 

Background: 
In the early hours of 22 AUG, ANSF/CF conducted a partnered operation in TIRGIRAN to capture prominent TB leaders 
in confirmed TB compounds. These INS were directly involved in the 3 AUG KARIMAK attack. 

Subsequent ISAF reporting from KABUL states that 13 INS were killed. 

Casualties: 
On the balance of much HUMINT reporting received by NZPRT, the following casualties are likely: 
Killed 
PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

PsR(Rl1• PsR(1CJ4 (father of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4
PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4(brother of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4

LN females (incl daughter of 
PS•<•>•.•s•c,c,.. 

(armed TB) 
In this list, names and other details that identify individuals have been 

( d TB) 
redacted from this document for reasons of privacy and because some 

arme
d TB) 

identifying informations may have been obtained by means that would 
(arme cause prejudice to protected interests if disclosed. 

However, and noting that some individuals have since been publicly 

Four additional bodies have been reported by NOS (NFI). 
Wounded 

identified, the individuals identified in the list above appear to correlate 
with some of those who have been publicly identified. 

Four LN (2 x MAM in PEK Hospital) 

Current Disposn: 
KALTA, NEMATULLAH and MIRAJ escaped. 
KALTA is currently in TIRGIRAN. Armed LNs have gone to TIRGIRAN to pledge support for the TB. 
MIRAJ may be in ANADARAH after escaping from TIRGIRAN to N TWB. 
NEMATULLAH's location is unknown. 
The remaining TB are continuing to move between the mosque in TlRGIRAN and tents in nearby valleys in DAHANE 

NAYAK. 
ALLOWUDIN is distributing IED materials from TURMUSH. 

Intent: 
It is likely that TB will plan revenge attacks against ANSF/NZPRT targets. Unless there is an immediate (and rash) 
individualistic response, INS will meet over next few days to plan a complex attack to coincide with end of RAMAZAN. 
SHIKARI VY, DO-ABE and ISH PESHTA area are most probable target areas. Deliberate action during the elections is 

also probable. 
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CASUAL TIES (based on NZ PRT HUMINT reporting) 

O PROBABLY KILLED: 
PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (F/O PSR(R) 1, PSR(IC)4 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (B/0 PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
PSl1'1'II PSROC (801) 

LN Female(s) 

POSSIBLY KILLED: 

Cousin of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

S/0 PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (LN) 

B/O""''"'' PSR(,C� 

Nephew of -•11 PSR>«, 

Relative of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4

WOUNDED: 

1 xTB 

.2 x WIA MAM moved to POL-E KHUMRI 

MISSING: 

4 x LNs reported missing 

CONCLUSION 

Reporting very confused. 

TB fighter 

TB linked: Likely to be PSR(R) 1, PSR(IC)4 

TB: Involved in 9 APR 10 KT2 atk 

Unknown LN 

Possibly PSR<R>•. PSR<,c><daughter?

Comd KALT A or PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
Either Maulawi NEMATULLAH or PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4

Reportedly PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
Possibly 8/0 PSR(R}1, PSR(IC)4

Unknown 

Maulawi NEMATULLAH or PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown-being investigated 

Likely to be TB 

3 x TB probably killed. 4 x TB possibly killed. Several LN killed. 

1 x TB probably wounded. Several LN wounded. 

In the list above, names and other details that identify 

individuals have been redacted from this document for 

reasons of privacy and because some identifying 

informations may have been obtained by means that would 

cause prejudice to protected interests if disclosed. 

However, and noting that some individuals have since been 

publicly identified, the individuals identified in the list above 

appear to correlate with some of those who have been 

publicly identified. 
4 x TB likely to be missing 
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INS KILLCHART as at 261130DAUG10 

LEGEND 

Probably KIiied 

Possibly Killed 

Probably Wounded 

Possibly Wounded 

Comd 

Abdullah 

KALTA 

,�, 
...-...--, .......--.--. ---- ,� • 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

IJ ,,, 
PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

Name 
1 0

P'SRfR)1 r,:'.P )4 (F/O PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
2. PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4(B/O PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
3. pc ".,.. (BO1) 
4. Cousin of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4
5. S/O '"' "" p 

6. S/O PSR(R)1;PSR(IC)4 
7. PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4LN) 
8. PS><"' (Wounded)
9. B/O'�"' 1 n 

10. Nephewof P""''". 
11. Relative of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4
12. 2 x WIA moved to POL-E KHUMRI

No. of Reports Initial reports 13 x TB KIA 
3 

Information stlll not confirmed 
3 

2 NFI on potential detainees 

1 

1 
NZPRT S2 ASSESSMENT: 

1 4-5 x KIA (3 x low-level TB) 

1 4 x WIA 11 x TB?I 
2 
1 

4 X MIA 14 x TB?) 

1 
1 
1 

Maulawi 

NEMATULLAH 

INS ORBAT based on 3 AUG 
KT2Ambush 

Confinned Leaders 

I Probable Involvement 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
e Picture 

Possible Involvement 

In the list above, names and other details that 

identify individuals have been redacted from this 

document for reasons of privacy and because 

some identifying informations may have been 
obtained by means that would cause prejudice to 

protected interests if disclosed. 
However, and noting that some individuals have 

since been publicly identified, the individuals 

identified in the list above appear to correlate 
with some of those who have been publicly 

identified. 
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Threat Considerations 

Names of casualties do not match TB ORBAT from 3 AUG contact. This suggests that INS groups are likely to be intact. 

KALTA, NEMATULLAH and MIRAJ likely to be alive and considering options. NEMATULLAH may have lost support due 
to his absence at the funerals 24 and 25 AUG 10. 

ALLOWUDIN has resupplied INS with IED materiel from TURMUSH. Despite losing resources during operation (weapons, 
ammo, IED materiel), INS still possess sufficient resources to conduct several complex attacks. 

Numbers of low-level volunteer fighters may increase due to LN backlash. TB may infiltrate trained fighters from 
BAGHLAN, PARWAN or even PAK. 

LN funerals 24 and 25 AUG were recorded. TB swore on camera to retaliate against NZPRT and GIRoA officials . 

Some LNs in S TWB reported to support CF action. Most LN likely to at least tolerate TB presence. LNs in N lWB still 
broadly intolerant of TB. Exception Is BARF AK-where ANP have an increased presence. LNs elsewhere in NE AO 
BAMYAN are supportive of CF action. 

TB group(s) assessed to still be IVO DAHANE NAYAK. Likely to be at nomadic (KUCHI) encampments and hills 
surrounding village. Likely to move every few days due to ongoing fear of CF airpower and 'spies'. 

Leaders likely to concentrate covertly to conduct planning for subsequent offensive action. Likely to be in an isolated ailaq.

NZPRT patrols and ANP CPs are reported to be the primary targets. Revenge is a strong motive . 

Auspicious dates during RAMAZAN include 27, 28, 29, 31 AUG and night 5/6 SEP 10 . 

EID al-FITR (approx 10-13 SEP) may see family groups concentrate for festivities in home lacs. 

Post-Eid period sees a few days before 18 SEP election. This may see sharp spike in violence . 

BAMYAN and TWB ANP appear to be more active: special task group has been estb. ANP keen to patrol SHIKARI. 
Increased presence in BARFAK 

Ongoing threat reports relate to AKF Bank in S SHI BAR and FPB ROMERO in MADR VY. These may offer 'interim 
targets' pending a large, retaliatory 'spectacular' event at end of RAMAZAN. 
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TB Capabilities 

• Despite losing resources during operation (weapons, ammo, IED materiel), INS still possess
sufficient resources to conduct several complex attacks. IE□ materiel includes AT-mines,
other mil grade munitions, access to HME and access to suitable CW and det systems.

• Sufficient manpower to allow INS to conduct several concurrent IED/RPG/SAF attacks.

• INS leaders possess good knowledge of the ground and may have sound
surveillance/information networks to gain good SA of CF and ANP actys.

• Despite losing key safe-houses, INS retain safe areas in which to consolidate. These are
likely to be in isolated ailaqs where a support network exists among local villagers and
nomadic KUCH/.

• A suicide capability is possible.
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Broad ECOA 

• No nothing - minimal response

• Major retaliation - immediate response

• BAU approach - normal tempo

• Activate wider I NS network

r', 
' 

• Rash 'revenge' response - aggrieved individual (suicide bomber)

• Review situation, reconstitute, deliberate offensive plan

• Combination of these COA

43



INS SAFE HAVEN 

INS SAFE HOUSE 

TB LIKELY AO 

LN SptforTB 

TB INFO NETWORK 

44



0 
0 
0 
C; 
C)l 

CX; 

MISSION: 

Regroup and plan deliberate response 

TIMEFRAME: 

26AUG-4 SEP

TACTICAL OBJ: 

•Reconstitute
•Recruit
•Plan

·}·· r.� .�-- __ .._ }·;:' 1,; .- .: ;.:··•{ .�·: -� 1 · -�-
INTENT:"oe'mo,..ri'str'ate resilf8nt TB autti6rity 1

-�
·
.' 

;
· 

SOM: 

Establish new base(s) at AILAQ(s)
Conduct 10 campaign
Conduct planning for future attack(s)
(Cohd�t IA at SHIBAR and ROMERO).

ME: E�P,lish new base
COG: LN�erance
CVs: -z_ 
Consistent movement-pattern (ISR)
Informers

N 

• V 
i 
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MD ECOAas at 

2611300DAUG10 

MISSION:· 
Destroy ANP CP/CF Patrol 

TACTICAL OBJ: 
•Disrupt CF
•Disrupt GI RoA
•Disrupt LBG
•Disrupt PSR(R)1 Miners
•Retain LN support for insurgency

INTENT: Retaliate for Tl RGI RAN attack 
SOM: 
Complex Atk on ANP GP/CF patrols 
Wdr on m_otorcycles/foot to safe houses in S 
TWB 
Possible attack on LBG Camp 
ME: N SHIKJ\RI VY 
COG: LN tolerarnce 
CVs: 
Consistent movement pattern (ISR) 
Informers 
Preference for known EAs 

.. ! ➔-
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NEW ZEALAND PROVINCIAL RECONSTRUCTION TEAM 
BAMYAN, AFGHANISTAN 

Kiwi Base, Bamyan Airfield, Bamyan, AFGHANISTAN 
Telephone: +PSR(IC)3 Email: PSR(IC)3 
(Unclas) 

26 AUG 2010 
NZPRT BAMYAN DAILY INTSUM 238/10 

Period : 251830D AUG 10 -2618300 AUG 10 

Executive Summary 

TALA WA BARFAK: LNs return from KAH MARO after TIRGIRAN operation . 

BAMIAN Town: Meeting with ANP PSR(Sen)1 (NZPRT P/R 1; COMJFNZ PIR 2). 

SHIBAR: p SR(sen)1 
COMJFNZ PIR 2). 

reports possible TB targets (NZPRT PIR 1; 

KAHMARD: ANSF reports armed men in MADR Valley. (NZPRT PIR 1; COMJFNZ 
PJR 2). 

KAHMARD: SR(son)i reports TB split into two groups (NZPRT PIR 1; COMJFNZ PIR 2). 

S~CR~TllR~blSA~, NATO 

Bk54.001 .000003 
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Area of Interest 

SECRETUREblSAF,NATO 

Page 2 of 6 

1. (SI/REL ISAF, NATO) TALA WA BARFAK: On 26 August 2010, PSR(sen)l 

relayed the following to NZPRT elements: 

a. PSR(sen)1 from GARDENDEH (GR 42S VD 17172 90052) told LNs at the 
DO ABE (GR 42S VE 08509 02035) fuel station that TIRGIRAN (GR 42S VD 
23061 91545) had been attacked. 

b. PSR(sen)1 stated that five LNs were killed and 17 injured. Of the five dead, 
two were children, and one was a female. 

c. The majority of the 17 injured are reportedly in POL-E KHOMRI Hospital 

d. PSR(sen)1 stated that the LNs in the fuel station were happy that TB had been 
killed. The women and children reported killed were regarded as 
'unimportant'. 

e. After the 3 August 2010 attack on KT 2, 300 LNs from TWB moved to DO 
ABE to work in the coal mines. The TWB LNs teased and threatened 
KAHMARD locals about taking over the coal mines. Following the events of 
22 August 2010, all but 20 of the TWB LNs have left the area. 

2. NZPRT S2 COMMENT: Whilst the number of KIA and WIA differ from other 
reports, this coincides with previous reporting that some LNs quietly approve of the 
operation. The departure of TWB locals from the KAHMARD may be due to fear of 
being targeted in future ANSF/GIRoA operations. COMMENT ENDS. 

Area of Operation 

GOVERNANCE 

3. NSTR. 

DEVELOPMENT 

4. NSTR. 

SECURITY 

5. (SI/REL ISAF, NATO) BAMIAN TOWN: NZPRT elements today met with 
ANP PSR(Sen)1 who relayed the following: 

a. TB are planning a revenge attack on ANP and NZPRT. ANP is described as 
the most likely target as the TB believe they requested and supported the 
TIRGIRAN operation. 

b. ..., .... is planning a project in DO ABE that will 'solve' all our problems. It 
involves targeting a house, and it is now just a matter of timing. lf ""'u requires 
NZPRT assisstance, ....... ,will let us know closer to the time. 
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c. There are four persons IVO FPB ROMERO that are of concern (NFI). One of 
these is identified as PSR(sen )1 from GHANDAK. He is reported as 
PSR(sen)1 replacement and will possibly be a threat later. 

6. NZPRT S2 COMMENT: It is assessed that ANSF is trying to demonstrate 
renewed ANP commitment following recent events. The exact nature of his 'project' is 
unknown. COMMENT ENDS. 

7. (SI/REL ISAF, NATO) SHIBAR: On the 26 August 2010, NZPRT CO met 
with ., who passed on the following information: 

a. Before future operations NZPRT should talk to elders in the area concerned 
or NZPRT will lose support from them. 

b. Although TB were meeting in TIRGIRAN prior to 22 AUG, NZPRT should 
verify information before action takes place. 

c. The attack in Tl RGI RAN has raised sympathy for TB in TWB District. 

d. NZPRT CO and PSR(Sen)1 should meet with elders in GHANDAK IOT 
stop TB LN support in the area. 

e. PSR(sen)1 believes TB will conduct operations in GHANDAK. He 
mentioned SANG PAR ANP CP, ING VY,2 and JALMESH VY. 

f. It is only 3 days walk from TWB to BOLOLA and the SHIBAR DSG building. 

8. NZPRT S2 COMMENT: The targets mentioned have excellent exfil routes into the 
southern areas of GARDENDEH!TIRGIRAN. Previous reporting before the TIRGIRAN 
operation suggested the presence of TB reconnaissance elements IVON SHI KARI VY 
and plans to target NZPRT patrols through the SHIKARI Valley. There have also been 
reports of planned attacks in the SHJBAR District Centre using the route through the 
KHARZAR Pass. COMMENT ENDS. 

9. (SUReL IS.",lii, NATO} KAHMARD: ANSF reported the following: 

a. 30 TB have been seen in KAWAL-CHAKOR Valley (NFI) of KAHMARD 
District. They are armed with RPGs, PKs, and AKs. It is possible this group 
may be planning to attack FPB ROMERO. 

b. After the 22 AUGUST 2010 operation, TWB TB have decided to conduct 
attacks against ANP checkpoints and stage ambushes against PRT forces. 

c. TBSL has ordered local commanders to capture AMERICAN soldiers. There 
is a US$20,000 reward for each AMERICAN soldier. 

10. NZPRT S2 COMMENT: This coincides with previous reporting stating that TB will 
conduct retaliatory attacks on ANSF/NZPRT. The bounty offered for the capture of 
AMERICAN soldiers has previously been reported. COMMENT ENDS. 

1 PSR(sen)1 
2 Valley runs opposite DAHANE MARMADKECHA (42S VD 1060 78927) on the eastern side. This is also 
the Southern edge of the SHIKARI VY. 
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11. (SJJReb ISAI-, NATO}• KAHMARD: KAHMARD DSG Abdul Khaliq ZHALIQ 
spoke to NZPRT elements today. ""''"" reported that the operation in TWB had been 
marginally successful, but"""'-1'sources suggested that approximately 50 TB fighters 
remained and have split into two groups based in TIRGIRAN and PAJMAN Valley. 
NZPRT S2 COMMENT: This is consistent with other reports of a continued TB 
presence in TIRGIRAN. It is feasible that two groups now exist in separate, yet 
connected, locations. COMMENT ENDS. 

72 Hour Assessment: 

12. MLCOA: INS reinforce their safe-haven in TALA-WA-BARFAK, convincing LNs of 
TB moral and military superiority. Further IEDs are possible against ANSF, CF and 
international actors along MSRs PSR(S)1 and PSR(S)1 A stand-off attack against 
ROMERO is possible. A kidnapping attempt of Chinese mining personnel at ISH PESTA 
remains possible. 

13. MDCOA: A complex attack with IED supported by RPG/SAF targeting ANP/CF 
patrols along MSRs PSR(S)1 and PSR(S)1 or in the KAHMARD. An attempt to 
infiltrate KIWI BASE or FPB ROMERO is possible with INS using fake ANSF vehicles 
and uniforms. 

DRAFTED 
BY: 

PSR(sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 RELEASED BY: PSR(sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 

INTOP 
S2 

Priority Intelligence Requirements 

a. PIR 1. What are the kinetic threats to stability within BAMYAN 
Province? 

b. PIR 2. What are the non-kinetic influences that have the potential to 
create instability within BAMY AN Province? 

~Report-ing ~ PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
requirements 
relating to the local 
perception of NZDF 
and the Afghan 
government 

I LEVELS OF CONFIDENCE 
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From: 

Thu,26 
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Sent
2010 

To: PSR(IC)3 LTCOL 
Subject 

FW: Baghlan Raid Inquiry 

PSR(IC)3 CAPT 
;day, lb August 2010 1:18 p.m. 

PSR(IC)3 WGCDR; PSR(IC)3 A/LT; PSR(IC)3 
aghlan Raid Inquiry 

New York Times 
August 25, 2010 

; PSR(IC)3 

Raid That KiHed Afghan Civilians Prompts Inquiry 
By Dexter Filkins 

"03:14:1 
5GMT 

KABUL, Afghanistan -- A team of investigators from the American-led forces here headed to 
a volatile comer of northeast Afghanistan on Tuesday after local officials reported that a 
nighttime raid by NATO commandos there had left 8 civilians dead and 12 wounded. 

Details were sketchy, but the governor of Tala Wa Barfak, a district in Baghlan Province, 
said the Afghans had been killed in the village of Naik early Sunday by what appeared to 

have been a raid carried out by special forces. 

The governor, Mohammed Ismail, said a group of tribal elders he had sent to the village had 
returned with details. Among the dead were two women and a child, he said. Six of the dead 
were found in Naik, and two more villagers were found later in a field farther away, he said. 

"It was a cruel act against the civilians," he said. 

Witnesses said the raid began Sunday at 2 a.m., when a number of helicopters descended on 
Naik. Groups of commandos entered a pair of houses, where the gunfire began, the witnesses 
said. 

"As they entered our neighbor's house, we heard some shouting and yelling and then 
gunshots," said Ahmad Shah, a resident of Naik. 

In Kabul, a spokesman for the American-led coalition said a team of investigators had been 
sent to the scene. 

Though insurgents cause an overwhelming majority of civilian deaths in Afghanistan, the 
issue is a delicate one between NA TO and the Afghan government. In recent months, NATO 
commanders have sharply curtailed airstrikes and night raids to reduce the number of civilian 
deaths. 

But special forces commandos are sent on missions at a high tempo, in a campaign to kill 
midranking Taliban leaders. Those commandos often carry out their raids at night, exploiting 
the elements of darkness and surprise. 

Afghanistan is a tribal society, and the results of botched raids are often difficult to 
overcome. Mahmood Haqmal, a spokesman for the governor of Baghlan Province, put it this 
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way: "If coalition forces kill one civilian, 20 other family members will pick up weapons and 
stand against them." 

Also in northern Afghanistan, a group of 21 Taliban fighters surrendered their weapons and 
gave up fighting last week, officials said Tuesday. The surrender offered a glimpse of what 
Afghan and American officials hope might one day grow into a larger movement. 

The fighters, led by a Taliban commander named Mullah Obeidi, gathered Friday at a 
government building in Muqoor, a district in Badghis Province, and promised to fight no 
more. Each of the erstwhile fighters received a "re-integration certificate" and congratulations 
from several hundred tribal elders who had gathered to celebrate. 

Most important, the provincial governor, Delbar Jan Arman, promised to provide the men 
with jobs to help ensure that they would not return to fighting. 

"All of our angry brothers came in," said Sharafuddin Majidi, a spokesman for the Badghis 
governor. "And we hope we will get some more." 

Afghan and American officials say they hope the small ceremony in Badghis is a harbinger of 
a larger phenomenon, one that perhaps might rival the movement in Iraq known as the 
Awakening. There, beginning in late 2006, tens of thousands of insurgents gave up fighting 
and took jobs with the government. 

The idea underlying the initiative is that many if not most of the Taliban's fighters are not 
especially committed to the cause. The Afghan government and its NATO backers have 
pledged $150 million for the effort. 

But so far, the defections have amounted to a relative trickle, limited to small, isolated groups 
like the one in Badghis. 

One of the fighters who gave up was Abdul Karim, a 45-year-old father of three who had 
been fighting with the Taliban for more than four years. In an interview on Tuesday, Mr. 
Karim said he had lost heart over what the Taliban were doing to his fellow Afghans. 

Mr. Karim said he had initially been persuaded to fight by Taliban recruiters who told him 
the Afghan government was backed by non-Muslims. 

Mr. Karim said his salary was $12 per month, not enough to feed his family. His commander, 
Mr. Obeidi -- as well as Taliban advisers who had traveled from Pakistan -- urged him to 
attack construction crews upgrading the national highway. The road runs through Badghis 
and links the province to the rest of Afghanistan. 

" 'If you see the engineers or the laborers, try your best to kill them,'" Mr. Karim said. "This 
is what our Pakistani advisers were telling us." 

Also, Mr. Karim said, the Taliban's local leaders were earning large sums smuggling opium. 

"When I heard all these things, I thought this is not the fight of Islam," he said. "Why would 
we blow up a school or a clinic or a road -- these things are for alJ of us?" 

Sharifullah Sahak contributed reporting from Kabul, and an Afghan employee of The New 
York Times from Baghlan Province. 
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From: 
• .,.,s12 • .,.,c12 •s,,1oc» 

Sent: Friday, 27 August 2010 3:47 p.m. 
TO: 

PSR(S)2. PSR(C)2 PSR(IC)l 

Subject: FW: fl5AF SE:GRE::r] External Release Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 4 

CLASSIFICATION: 16,A,f SECRET 

FYI 

100826-IS-TF81 INTSUM 001-10.doc 
100822-IS-AWT INS ID.PPTX 

From: ••"1•12 .... 1c12 .... ,,c,, 

Sent: Thursday, 26 August 2010 11:27 p.m. 
To: PSR(S)2, PSR(C)2, PSR(IC)3 
Subject: [15ifltf 5ECRIT] faternal Release Update Obj Burnham Op 21 Aug 10 Update 4 

CLASSIFICATION: leAr C6QR6T 

CLASSIFICATION: IC,A,F C6QR6T 

Hi Boss and PSR"" "' 

There have certainly been some developments today! 

Firstly yesterday I put you wrong in that I stated an Investigation was being conducted. In fact what has been 
occurring has been an IAT (Initial Assessment Team) has been convened to look at the operation and decide if an 
investigation into a CIVCAS incident needs to occur. Yesterday the IAT interviewed the District Governor of TWB. 
PSR(R)1, PSR(IC}4 

PSR(S)1, PSR(R) 1, PSR(l9)4 

Reference to 

content of partner

controlled video of 

operation 
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PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

Reference to content of partner

controlled video of operation 
All in all for TF81 this is good news. It has to date verified that our actions were correct and in accordance with the 

threat presented. This will likely be looked at by UC from two fronts. Actions by the ground force, (no problems I can 

see) and actions by the Airborne force, (poss CIVCAS caused in potential accidental impact of rounds onto house 

identified in slide 1). There is no indication at this stage on the evidence presented to the IAT that there was 

anything other than the correct application of force to a clear and present INS threat, and that any CIVCAS caused by 

the A WT would be collateral and unintended. This point is still to be verified. 

Tomorrow Brig ..... ,, .... ,<:,. will brief Gen PSR(S) 1
, PSR(IC)4on this event. The lntsum above has been prepared for ISAF SOF 

Staff to prepare a verbal brief for Brig ... ,.,, ... ,oc,, to give to ••• ,., It wraps up what we knew before the event, what we 

now know after the event and what we predict may occur next. I briefed Brig •••cs,, •SR<'0"tonight on the situation to

date. He feels that
..,.

" may be very interested in A}. the CIVCAS issue which is being run to ground by UC staff and B). 

what is the ongoing threat up there and what would the next step be. 

I have to say that today has felt for the OC and I like a large weight has been lifted. We have both been personally 

feeling the weight of potential CIVCAS by TF81 and now having reviewed the tapes, we are both reassured that TF81 

actions throughout the operation were of the highest calibre. This is not to say that a CIVCAS has not occurred 

however if verified it will be as a result of collateral activities from the AH64 weapon problems rather than incorrect 

application of force. This called for a quiet Whisky and I can tell you it never tasted so good. I will sleep well tonight. 

Regards 

PSR($)2 I 

100826-IS-TF81 INTSUM 001-10.doc 
100822-IS-AWT INS 1O.PPTX 

100826-IS-TF81 INTSUM 001-10.doc 
100822-IS-AWT INS 1O.PPTX 
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I9,lcf SECRET 

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY REPORT 

Classification: 

Priority: 

DTG: 

Reference: 

IS>\F SECRET 

ROUTINE 

262030D*AUG 10 

001- 10 

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY REPORT ON OBJ BURNHAM 22 AUG 10 

Executive Summary 

1. ISAF SOF conducted a partnered Op in TIRIGAN Village, BAGHLAN
Province to in response to an identified growing INS threat to the stability of the
KAHMARD/GHANDAK area of BAMYAN Province. The Op was conducted
successfully which resulted in eight to nine INS killed, four to five INS wounded
and weapons and ammunition destroyed. It is assessed that this Op had a
disruptive effect on an INS cell that has spent the last three years Op with
impunity. Initial post Op reporting was from LN assessed as TB sympathetic
which resulted in greatly exaggerated BOA being reported in OSINT within 24
hrs. Consolidated reporting reflects friendly force operational debrief with the
addition of one to two LN having been wounded. Indications are that potentially
up to three TB groups are planning to conduct revenge attacks against
GIRoA/ISAF to occur at the end of Ramadan/EID.

Pre-Operation 

2. ISAF SOF has been following a number of targets in the
BAMYAN/BAGHLAN area since April 2010, following concern by NZPRT on a
number of INS attacks that were targeting ANSF/CF/LN in the KAHMARD,
GHANDAK and TWB areas. These INS included PSR(R)1 PSR(rc)4 PsR(Sl1{JPEL
Pending) and QARI MUSA (RTAF1861). Both of these INS are believed to have
moved to PAK in early Jul 10 following the IED attack against an LBG (Civilian
mining Coy) vehicle. (NZPRT BAMYAN INTREP 012/10 dated 6 July 2010).

3. HUMINT reports indicted that these INS continued to contact other TB
members in BAMYAN/BAGHLAN from PAK. Historic and other reporting has
corroborated that this INS group has been involved in various attacks against
ANSF/CF/LN over recent years. This included the murder on an ANP officer on
29 Apr 10. (NZPRT BAMYAN INTSUM 122/10 date 02 May 2010).

4. Following the IED attack against NZPRT on 3 Aug 10, various HUMINT
reports identified 14 individuals involved. The three individual leaders were

ISAF SEGRET 

OOt:043 
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Confidential 

source 

ISilcF SECRET 

identified as KALTA (RTAF2307), NEMATULLAH (RTAF2306) and QARI MIRAJ 
(RTAF2305). These individuals are all linked to PSR<R>1. PsR(Ic>4. PsR<8>1 and QARI MUSA 
groups. 

5. Reporting indicated that INS where planning to conduct further attacks
against ANSF/CF/LN following the successful attack of 3 Aug. POL indicated
that these INS were conducting a six day patrol cycle that included movement
between TIRIGAN, TALA and BAFEK Villages before meeting to coordinate
attacks. It was assessed that a meeting would be taking place on the night of
either 21/22 or 22/23 Aug in TIRIGAN village. When HUMINT reported that
KAL TA and NEMATULLAH where located in TIRIGAN village on 21 Aug it was
assessed that the scheduled meeting was taking place.

Post Operation 

6. Initial reporting from OSINT indicated that up to 40 innocent LN had been
killed by aerial bombardment. COMMENT: What is assessed to be circular
reporting since has perpetuated initial reports of up to four women/children
having been killed. PSR(R)1• PsR(IC)4 reported that two LN, possibly linked to this
operation, are at PEK hospital. END COMMENT.

7. Consolidated reflections following the operation indicate that between eight
and nine people have been killed, with three to five people wounded. The
following table outlines a consolidated list of individuals who have been reported
as killed; wounded or injured to date.

Probably Killed 
PSR<R>1. PsR<IC>4 (INS) father 

Of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 
PSR(R)• PSR(K:�(INS)

2 X Sons of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

both (INS) 
Son of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 

(INS) 
1 x Unidentified male 
(INS) 
PSR(R)' PSR(IC� (NFI)

PSR(R}1, PSR(IC)4 (NFI) 

Possibly Killed Injured 
Sister of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 Son of PSR(R)1, PSR(IC}4 

(INS) 

(Possibly) Daughter of 
PSR(R) 1, PSR(IC)4 

(Possibly) Unk Female 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (INS) 

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4 (INS) 

8. There are reports that NEMATULLAH and KALTA are still alive and may
have been involved in the funerals which occurred on 23 Aug, with up to 400
attendees. Some of those that attended were reported to be armed with RPG,
PKM and AK47's.

ISAF 3EC�ET 
In the table above, names and other details that 1dent1fy md1111duals have been redacted from this 
document for reasons of privacy and because some identifying informations may have been 
obtained by means that would cause preJud1ce to protected interests ,f disclosed 
However, and nobng that some individuals have smce been pubhcly identified, the ind1v1duals 
identified in this table appear to correlate with some of those who have been publicly identified 
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9. A report stated that 12 weapons, 11 mines and ammo were destroyed in
the operation at KAL TA's house. COMMENT: Two weapons, seven RPG
rounds and a quantity of ammunition (2 x belt 7.62mm, 1 x box 14.5mm) was
removed and destroyed by FF during the operation. It is likely that additional
weapons were destroyed when INS were engaged by Air Assets. END

COMMENT. 

10. Initial reporting, both OSINT (NY Times) and HUMINT, indicated that a
number of houses, up to 20, had been destroyed by fire. ISR during the post
operation observed two houses on fire. COMMENT: The first fire was started by
splash from the destruction of weapons by EOD. The second is assessed to
have been started by an unattended open fire left by the occupants. END

COMMENT. 

11. Several reports indicate that TB plan to attack PRT patrols and ANP CP's
as revenge for the Op conducted in TIRIGAN. Reports indicate that up to three
groups are probably preparing to operate in the BAMYAN/BAGHLAN area, these
are:

a. NEMATULLAH Group - 40 to 45 TB strong, from TIRIGAN Village,
Abdullah KAL TA is part of this group

b. Qari MIRAJ Group - 12 to 20 TB strong, from TIRIGAN Village, are
in good condition, PSR<RJ1. PsRc1c>4 is part of this group.

C. PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4

PSR(R)1, PSR(IC)4

- 20 to 25 TB strong, from

COMMENT: It is probable that the TB will plan revenge attacks against 
GIRoNISAF targets in BAMYAN. It is likely that INS will meet in the next 72 hrs 
to plan further attacks to coincide with the end of Ramadan/EID. Probable 
targets include ISH PESHTA CP and Route CAROLINA from ISH PESHTA 
South to GHAN OAK Village. END COMMENT.

IS.AF SEe"ET 

00('0-"� , . ., .-,, . '"Z ·..J 

65



66SECRETURELISAF, NATO 

Page 1 of 4 

NEW ZEALAND PROVINCIAL RECONSTRUCTION TEAM 
BAMYAN, AFGHANISTAN 

Kiwi Base, Bamyan Airfield , Bamyan, AFGHANISTAN 
Telephone: +PSR(IC)3 Email: PSR(IC)3 
(Unclas) 

27 AUG 2010 
NZPRT BAMYAN DAILY INTSUM 239/10 

Period: 2618300 AUG 10 -2718300 AUG 10 

Executive Summary 

TALA WA BARFAK: Protests against NZPRT in TALA. 

KAHMARD: Updates from PSR(sen)1 regarding TB movements (NZPRT PIR 1; 
COM JFNZ P/R 2). 

. . 

Area of Interest 

1. f81<~REL ISAF, NA"FOr TALA WA BARF AK: On 27 August 2010, PSR(Sen)1 IANP I 
TALA WA BARFAK, PSR(sen)1 reports a protest against NZPRT at the TALA 
District Centre (GR 42S VE 2928716418). PSR(sen)1 stated that protesters 
demonstrated against NZPRT for killing innocent civilians during the 22 August 201 O 
operation in TIRGIRAN. PSR(sen)1 stated that 800-900 protesters protested for two 
and half hours over the deaths of six civilians, and 16 injured LNs. Protesters demanded 
that the Government come to TWB to sort the problem out. If their demands were not 
met, the next protest would block the road between BAMYAN and TALA. The protests 
were led by PSR(sen)1 .PSR(sen)1 was able to name two: PSR(sen)1 and 

SECRETJ.'REb ISAi:, NATO 
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PSR(sen)1 . PSR(sen)1 said he did not see any TB or relatives of TB in the 
crowd. NZPRT S2 COMMENT: The planned protests were reported to NZPRT by PsR(Rl1 

late yesterday. This is the only report of the protest taking place to date. Further 
confirmation is being sought from other sources in TWB. PSR(sen)1 has sometimes 
provided reliable information to NZPRT in the past. It is likely the protests did take 
place, however the number of protesters is yet to be corroborated. It is possible further 
protest action will take place against the Afghan-led operation. The number of civilians 
reported dead or injured is doubtful. The number, if any, of civilian casualties remains 
unclear. COMMENT ENDS. 

Area of Operation 

GOVERNANCE 

2. NSTR. 

DEVELOPMENT 

3. NSTR. 

SECURITY 

4 . 1SJtREL ISAF, NATO~ KAHMARD: On 27 August 2010 PSR(Sen)1 KAHMARD IANPI 
PSR(scn)1 related the following information: 

a. LN sighted 25 to 30 armed men previously reported in CHUKRIDARA Village 
(GR 42S UE 99440 16006) have moved to KHAWAL (between 
CHUKRIDARA and ANDAB (GR 42S UE 97340 11089). 

b. 70 TB planned to attack the ISH PESTA CP (GR 42S VE 17392 06394) on 26 
August 2010 but cancelled due to aircraft flying around. 20 of the group are 
now located in ANADARAH (GR 42S VE 19840 07947) (NFI). 

5. NZPRT S2 COMMENT: The intent of the group reported in KHAWAL remains 
unclear. It is possible the group are continuing to prepare for an attack on FPB 
ROMERO. The group are likely to be waiting for better condition with less aircraft, poor 
weather and lower moonlight levels. The number of the group planning to attack ISH 
PESTA is likely to be exaggerated IOT persuade NZPRT to patrol in the area or 
respond in the event of an attack. It is possible that the group involved is led by Qari 
MIRAJ, as he has a safe house in ANADARAH. The area has previously been used as 
a staging area before attacks on ISH PESTA CP. It is possible that this will occur again 
IOT allow stand off RPG/SAF attacks from the high ground NE of the CP. COMMENT 
ENDS. --·- ... 
72 Hour Assessment: 

6. MLCOA: INS reinforce their safe-haven in TALA-WA-BARFAK, convincing LNs of 
TB moral and military superiority. Further IEDs are possible against ANSF, CF and 
international actors along MSRs PSR(S)1 . A stand-off attack against 
ROMERO is possible. A kidnapping attempt of PSR(R)1 mining personnel at ISH PESTA 
remains possible. 

SECRET.<!REb ISAF, NATO 
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7. MDCOA: A complex attack with IED supported by RPG/SAF targeting ANP/CF 
patrols along MSRs PSR(S)1 , or in the KAHMARD. An attempt to 
infiltrate KIWI BASE or FPB ROMERO is possible with INS using fake ANSF vehicles 
and uniforms. 

DRAFTED 
BY: 

PSR(IC)3 

INTOP 

Priority Intelligence Requirements 

RELEASED BY: PSR(IC)3 

S2 

a. PIR 1. What are the kinetic threats to stability within BAMYAN 
Province? 

b. PIR 2. What are the non-kinetic influences that have the potential to 
create instability within BAMYAN Province? 

Information 
requirements 
concerning local 
mood towards 
NZDF and the 
Afghan government 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

LEVELS OF CONFIDENCE 

CONFIRMED 

PROBABLE 

LIKELY 

POSSIBLE 

DOUBTFUL 

Distribution: 

PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

A er cent or reater 

A roximatel 75 er cent or reater 

A roximatel 50 er cent or reater 

A 

A 

List of NZ and 
partner entities 
who were 
recipients of this 
INSTSUM 
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Article Information 

Article Title 

Source 

Date Published 

“Investigation Ordered Into Baghlan 
Civilian Casualty Claims” ISAF Press release
(29 August 2010): https://web.archive.org/web/20100914114617/http://ww
w.isaf.nato.int/article/isaf-releases/investigation-ordered-into-baghlan-civilian-casualty-
claims.html

KABUL, Afghanistan (Aug. 29) - The commander of the International Security 
Assistance Force Joint Command has ordered an investigation into the allegations of 
civilian casualties in Baghlan province during an operation Aug. 22. 

The investigation was ordered based on information contained in the joint initial 
assessment team's report of the operation. 

The assessment team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell 
short, missing the intended target and instead striking two buildings, which may have 
resulted in civilian casualties. Insurgents were using the building as a base of 
operations; however, it was not the intended target. 

"We are here to protect the people of Afghanistan. Civilian casualties reduce the 
confidence of the Afghan people and erodes trust placed in us," said U.S. Army Lt. 
Gen. David M. Rodriguez, ISAF Joint Command commander. "This is a serious issue 
and that's why I ordered this investigation. We will find out what happened during this 
operation." 

Results of the investigation will be provided upon completion.

“Investigation Ordered Into Baghlan Civilian Casualty Claims” 

NATO ISAF Press Release 

29/08/2010 
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Monday, August 30, 2010
1. AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed

2. Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties
in Baghlan

3. ISAF Joint Command
08.29.2010  KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties.

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 
The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds.

"We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M.
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed."

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor and 
chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video.

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 
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Export 

THOMPSO 
From: N MIKE, 

COL 

To: HITCHINGS ROB, COL 
CC PSR(IC)3 COL; SHORT KEVIN, AIRCDRE 
SubjectFW: [SEEMAIL]: Media Article
Rob 

Mon, 30 
AugSent2010
·21:19:3
2GMT

The Minister's office are asking do we have any idea of when the assessment is likely to be 
completed? 

I have reminded them that this is an ISAF process which we have little or no sway over. 

Cheers 

Mike Thompson 
COL 
DCOS 

From: Edward Poot (MIN) PSR(IC)3 
Sent: Tuesday, 31 August LUlU Y:15 a.m. 
To: THOMPSON MIKE, COL 
Cc: PSR(IC)3 COL
Subject: LSEEMAIL]: Media Article 

Mike, 

An early note would be appreciated given the issue and visibility it already has. 

Best regards, 

Edward 

Edward Poot 

Group Captain 

Military Secretary 

Office of Hon Dr Wayne Mapp 

Ph: PSR(IC)3 
Mobile: PSR(IC)3 
Email: PSR(IC)3 

From: PSR(IC)3 (MIN)

Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 9:07 am 
To: Edward Poot (MIN) 
Subject: FW: Media Article 

72

B1058668
Line

B1058668
Line

L1059275
Text Box
PETER KELLY

B1058668
Line

B1058668
Line



have you seen this? 

From: PSR(IC)3(ISED) PSR(IC)3 @mfat.govt.nz] 
Sent: Tuesday, ::n August lUlU 8:55 am 
To: PSR(IC)3 (MIN); PSR(IC)3 
Cc: PSR(IC)3 (ISED);PSR(IC)3 (ISED); PSR(IC)3 
(MEA); PSR(IC)3 (CEO Ottice) 
Subject: Media Article 

[SEEMAIL] [RESTRICTED] 

(MEA); PSR(IC)3 

PsRc,ci3 PSR(ICJ3_ to note the media article below (from the 'War on Terror" website) on the findings of 
the assessment team. 

esRt•ci,, as discussed, Defence will likely prepare a note for MinDef, and I've 
asked for a copy to be referred to MFA and the PM. 

Monday,August30,2010 

AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed 

Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in 
Baghlan 

ISAF Joint Command 

08.29.2010 KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 

The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds. 

'We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor 
and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 
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"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 

74



Export 

PSR(IC)3 

From: 
(ISED 

Mon,30 
Aug 

Sent
2010 

To: KELLY PETER, COL 
Subject 

M d. rt· I . e 1a a 1c e 

[SEEMAIL] [RESTRICTED] 

·20:40:2
OGMT

Morning Peter - the article below might be of interest, if you haven't already seen it (from the 'War on 
Terror" website). 

Monday,August30,2010 

AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed 

Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in Baghlan 

ISAF Joint Command 

08.29.2010 KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 

The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds. 

'We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor 
and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. lfyou are not the 
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intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender .immediately." 
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Export

KELL 

From: �ETER
,COL

To: Edward Poot; THOMPSON MIKE, COL; IDTCl-IlNGS ROB, COL
�ubject Unclassified: [SEEMAIL]: Media Article
All, 

Mon, 30
Aug Sent2010 
·21 :22: I
SGMT

At this point in time CDF spoke to Min last night ref this and we are now awaiting the official HQ ISAF 
Assessment Report from theatre. This will be released once PSR(IC)4 

m. Once we get the official report the Note will then be drafted
and forwarded. SNO TF81 will forward the report to HQNZDF/JFNZ 

PK 

From: Edward Poot (MIN) I 
Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 9:15 a.m. 
To: THOMPSON MIKE, COL 
Cc: KELLY PETER, COL 
Subject: [SEEMAIL]: Media Article 

Mike, 

An early note would be appreciated given the issue and visibility it already has. 

Best regards, 

Edward 

Edward Poot 

Group Captain 

Mil itary Secretary 

Office of Hon Dr Wayne Mapp 

Ph: +PSR(IC)3 
Mobile: +PSR(IC)3 
Email: edward.poot@parliament.govt.nz 

From: PSR(IC)3 (MIN) 
Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 9:07 am 
To: Edward Poot (MIN) 
Subject: PN: Media Article 

have you seen this? 

From: PSR(IC)3 (ISED) PSR(IC)3 @mfat.govt.nz] 

Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 8:55 am 
To: (MIN); 'PSR(IC)3 
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Cc: PSR(IC)3 (ISED); PSR(IC)3 
(CEO Office) (MEA); PSR(IC)3 

Subject: Media Article 

[5E04AIL] [R:E5=rRlETED� 

(ISED); PSR(IC)3 (MEA); PSR(IC)3 

PSR(IC)3 - to note the media article below (from the 'War on Terror" website) on the findings of 
the assessment team. PSR(IC)3 as discussed, Defence will likely prepare a note for MinDef, and I've 
asked for a copy to be referred to MFA and the PM. 

Monday,August30,2010 

AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed 

Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in 
Baghlan 

ISAF Joint Command 

08.29.2010 KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 

The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds. 

'We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor 
and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 
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SECRET 

SECRET 

Attendance 

• HQNZDF • HQJFNZ

- CDF - COMJFNZ

-Sec Def or Dep Sec Def - MCC, LCC, ACC

-VCDF - CofS

- Dep Sec
- J2, J3, J5

- Service Chiefs or Deputies
- DSO rep

- DGDLS

-ACSCI
• ODIS

• DSC

• 
PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

- DDSO

1 
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SECRET 

SECRET 

Intelligence Brief 

Classification Reminder 

SECRETl!USA/ISAFlNATO 

2 
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SECRET 

SECRET 3 

79b



SECRET 

SECRET 

AFGHANISTAN: HIGH G-mNISTAN 

TF 81 
RC Capital 

PSR(S)1 

SNO PSR(IC)3, PSR(sen)1 

Camp Warehouse: 
NZPRT, Banian 
ISAFSOFHQ 
CRU Camp Kabul 
RC-E, Bagram 
Lundstul Hospital Germany 
Total 
KEY ACTIVITIES/OATES: 
SNO Handover""'<""''·•"'<1c1, 2-7 Sep 
PSR(IC)3 loc Lundstul Hospital Germany 

PSA{S)2,PSI 

Mission 
• SR (in Kabul and adjacent provinces) 
• DA (targeting INS in spt of ISAF and GIRoA} 
• MA (Spt and Influence to CRU) 
• National Support Tasks 

National caveats 
• No cross border operations 
• Can operate throughout ADO (with prior approval GDF) 
• Detainee transfer permitted (with prior approval from GDF) 
• No poppy eradication operations 
• Counter.narcotics operations permitted (With prior approval 
fromCDF) 

Organisation 
•TFHQ 
•SQN HQ
•SO LNOs 

Loe Camp Warehouse 
Loe Camp Warehouse 
HQ ISAF &RCE 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
Enablers 
•ASIC 
• Exploitation ElementPSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

• MobiUty: SOV's, NZLAVs, ATVs, MCs, SUVs 
PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

•JTAC 

3 x NZLAV, Crew and Trg Team pers loc NZPRT (for NZLAV trafficabillty & 40mm HK GMG trg) 

4 
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SECRET 

SECRET 

OBJECTIVE BURNHAM 
WM: TfllPSR 
WIIM:000 
Wkrt.. TALAWf!(Rf"AXDISlRCT, eAGtt.AN PROYtfCf 

(Al· •lSVOWJff1&6S, .'2 • •HVD2,07S91'7S, ,tJ • .C2.SV02'0t2'1151) 
WMA. OHTIUc.G[R IP0021·2lAUG10, 
Wl,y;DISRU'1'1tSl,OV.ORt:[LfM[tffS,W,NltGATTAo:S0tcAtUf/COAUTIOtl 
fORCU AHO L0CAl POf'UlATIOtl AHO rnH4HC! THfAUTHOAm AHO UGITMACY 
Of GHtoA. 

f 
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SECRET 

PSR(IC)3 MEDICAL UPDATE

I Medical-in-confidence update on the NZSAS casualty from Operation Burnham I 

SECRET 6 

79e



SECRET 

INT UPDATE 

Probably Killed Possibly Killed Injured 

PSR(Sen)1 (INS) father of Sister of PSR(Senl1 Son ofPSR(Sen\1 ONS) 
PSR(Sen)1 !Individual Al !Individual GI !Individual HI 
... ,.., (INS} (POSSlbly) Daughter ofPSR(Sen)11 

!Individual Bl !Individual I I
2 x Son<; ofPSR(Sen)1 both ONS) (Possibly) Unk Female 

!Individuals C1 and c2 I 

Son ofPSR(Sen)1 (INS) PSR(Sen)1 (INS) 

!Individual DI I Individual JI 

1 x Uriderilfied male ONS) PSR(Sen)1 ONS) 
!Individual Kl

... ,s..r (NFI) 
!Individual El

PSR(Sen)1 , (NFI) 

!Individual Fl

SECRET 7 
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SECRET 

SECRET 

CIVCAS INVESTIGATION UPDATE 

• The Incident Assessment Team has produced a report
on this Op PSR(S)1

• The report has found that there is no case to answer for
TF81

• One of the AH64's had a gun that was not firing true and
if any CIVCAS has occurred this is most likely the cause

• PSR(S)1
. - . 

• Despite the public claims, no CIVCAS have yet been
seen or produced and the two claimed females in
Hospital have now turned out to be Fighting Aged Males
with probable links to INS.

• PSR(S)1

• This type of CIVCAS claim is not new and is an INS
strategy to undermine ISAF operations.

CIVCAS INVESTIGATION 

•The Incident Assessment Team has produced a report on this Op PSR(S)1

•The report has found that there is no case to answer for TF81 here.

•One of the AH64's had a gun that was not firing true and if any CIVCAS has
occurred it is here that any blame will probably lie.

•Despite the public claims, no CIVCAS have yet been seen or produced and

the two claimed females in Hospital have now turned out to be Fighting Aged
Males with probable llinks to INS.

PSR(S)1 

PSR(S)1 

•This type of CIVCAS claim is not new and is a INS strategy to undermine
ISAF operations.
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SECRET 

SECRET 

These tapes confirm hostile intent by all targets engaged. I have included two 
screen shots from the AH64 (The video is way too large to send). 

•Slide 1 shows insurgents (circled) hiding in a tree line and their close
proximity to our Aslt Force who can be seen moving towards targetA1.

•The Aslt Force could see these pers, but did not engage as they could not
PIO weapons. PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3

The INS could not see the Aslt 
-

Force. 

•These INS were later engaged and killed by the Apache gun ships

•These pictures are grainy, this happens with the screen shot function,
however SNO assures that in full motion video, weapon types and PKM
ammunition belts are very clear.
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PSR(S)1, PSR(IC)4
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Unrelated 

Operation outside 

ToR 
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SECRET 

Unrelated 

Operation outside 

ToR 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

PSR11C1l PSR!Mnl1 

Tue, 31 Aug 2010 16:49:00 +1200 
PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 ;WAATEA.SNO 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

FW: [SECRET] [ISAF SECRET] External Release Issue External to the Sitrep 
CIVCAS MEDIA.DOC 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Gents the attached rpt differs from ""'"c" ... feedback below re Obj Burnham and, therefore, any civ 
cas is yet to be proven. Outside of this and taking into account the comment by DSO in that NZDF are 
still undecided as to whether they will rpt this incident or not, there are a number of very good 
reasons why any reporting should not occur regardless of how bland it might be. As you know there 
is a very real threat to security that could result if the kiwis are in any way linked to the Burnham 
job. 

CIVCAS MEDIA.DOC 

From: PSR(IC)3, PSR(sen)1 

Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 3:08 p.m. 
TO : 

PSR(lCjJ PSR(Mlt]1 

Subject: FW: [SECRET] [IS.I\F SECRET] External Release Issue External to the Sitrep 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

We'll need to work together on this to ID options --PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

From: HQNZDF.DSO [mailto:PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
Sent: Monday, 30 August 2010 4:42 p.m. 
To: WAATEA.SNO; @CO; @XO 
Subject: RE: [SECRET] [ISAF SECRET] External Release Issue External to the Sitrep 

PSR(IC)l PSRI 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Discussion of future potential force 
structure 

Bk14.001.000014 
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Cheers 

PSR(IC)? 

From: WAATEA.SNO PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
Sent: Monday, 30 August 2010 3:53 p.m. 
To: HQNZDF.DSO 
Subject: RE: [SEGRETI [15/1,F SECRET] External Release Issue External to the Sitrep 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Discussion of 
potential future 
force structure 

PSR\IC)ll 

From: HQNZDF.DSO [mailto:PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
Sent: Monday, 30 August 2010 6:38 a.m. 
To: WAATEA.SNO; @CO; SWAN - HQNZDF.ADSF; SWAN - HQNZDF.DDSO; @XO 
Subject: RE: [15/1,F SEGRETI External Release Issue External to the Sitrep 

PSR(lC)l PSRI 

Cheers for this. I will brief these updates tomorrow at the CDF brief. I will have to 
draft another note to Min Def informing him of of the IAT work and outcome, but will 
wait for CDF direction as to whether he wishes to wait for the final report or he may 
requires an interim note drafted. 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

I have caught up with the latest on•'"'"") and will brief CDF tomorrow as well. 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Cheers 

=-----,------, 

Request for 
comment on future 
potential force 
structure options 

Bk14.001.000014 

81



From: WAATEA.SNO [mailtcf>SR(S)1, PSR(S)2 
Sent: Monday, 30 August 2010 6:59 a.m. 
Subject: [IS.AF SECRET] External Release Issue External to the Sitrep 

CLASSIFICATION: ISAF SECRET 

CLASSIFICATION: ISAF SECRET 

Gidday gents 

PSR(S)1 

Out of scope content explaining the cultural and 

practical difficulties of partnering with the CRU on a 

separate operation not under inquiry. 

I have also included the post op report for OBJ Burnham and the latest intsum. I do not think we will 
get much more fidelity on the BDA. The Incident Assessment Team has produced a report on this Op 
PSR(S)1 on the issue of CIVCAS claims. The report has found that there is 
no case to answer for TF81 here. One of the AH64's had a gun that was not firing true and if any 
CIVCAS has occurred it is here that any blame will probably lie. 

PSR(S)1, PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
This type of CIVCAS claim is not new and is a INS 

strategy to undermine ISAF operations. RC-N are holding a Shura with District Governor on this 
tomorrow with IJC representation as well to try and get further to the bottom of this. PSR(S)1 

I have asked for a copy of the completed report from IJC and will forward this when 
received. PSR(S)1 

The LAV Crews and the and the Shadows are currently up in BAMYAN. The shadows are conducting 
training in how to use the GMG for the Crib team. 

Regards 

Comment 

on ISAF 

investigati 

on and 

strategy 

Bk14.001.000014 
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Monday, August 30, 2010
1. AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed

2. Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties
in Baghlan

3. ISAF Joint Command
08.29.2010  KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties.

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 
The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds.

"We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M.
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed."

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor and 
chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video.

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Importance: 

PSRCICJl P 

HQNZDF.DSO 

Tue, 31 Aug 2010 13:05:11 +1200 
WAATEA.SNO;@XO;SWAN - HQNZDF.DDSO;SWAN - HQNZDF.ADSF 

CIVCAS REPORTING BY INTERNATIONAL MEDIA 

CIVCAS MEDIA.doc 

High 

This doc refers to an interview given by PSR(IC)4 about the findings from 
the assessment into the op in TWB. MFAT picked this up off the wire this 
morning. Given that he is speaking publicly, can we now expect a copy of the 
assessment or at least a copy of the findings so we can report back to the 
PM, MFA and MINDEF, they are quite excised by this and are very keen to hear 
the official outcome. 

CDF updated them last night on the basis of your email yesterday and is up to 
date. Once the findings are passed formerly to NZDF they will then consider 
making an announcement about the injury to .. ,., ... This is likely to be a bland 
statement and will not provide any detail other than it happened in 
Afghanistan. 

Grateful if we could get our hands on the report sooner rather than later 
i.e. next 24-48hrs please. I will have both Ministers offices on the phone
tomorrow chasing it up.

Cheers 

«CIVCAS MEDIA.doc» 

PSR{,en)1. PSR{ICµ 

DSO 
HQNZDF 

Wk: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3
Mob:-tf'SR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3
Sec Mob: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3

Restricted: PSR(IC)3, PSR(sen)1 
SecretPSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Bk43.001.000006 
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Monday, August 30, 2010
1. AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed

2. Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties
in Baghlan

3. ISAF Joint Command
08.29.2010  KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties.

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 
The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds.

"We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M.
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed."

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor and 
chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video.

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 
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Export 

This message was sent with High importance. 

BRADSHA 
From: W PHIL, 

CDR 

To: PSR(IC)3

�ubjectFW: [SEEMAIL]: Media Article
FYI - let's discuss when we get the chance. 

Commander Phil Bradshaw, RNZN 
Director Defence Communications Group 

DDI:PSR(IC)3 I DTeIN: PSR(IC)3 I Mobile: PSR(IC)3 
NZDF website: Click here I DCG intranet site: Click here 

Think before you print 

From: PSR(IC)3 MAJ
Sent: Thursday, 'L September 2010 08:38 
To: PSR(IC)3 ; BRADSHAW PHIL, CDR 
Subject: FW: lSEEMAILJ: Media Article 
Importance: High 

Wed,01 
SepSen�2010 
'20:48:0 
6GMT 

We are going to be asked to inform upstairs and MinDef office on this if NZ media ask us. Nothing 
formal at this stage yet so I wouldn't approach Min Def office or upstairs before the ask us. 

Monday,August30,2010 

AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed 

Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in 
Baghlan 

ISAF Joint Command 

08.29.2010 KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 
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The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds. 

"We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor 
and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or commW1ication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 
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Export 

From: 

SHORT 
KEVIN, 
AIRCDR 
E 

Wed,01 
Sep

Sent2010 
"01:45:2 
0GMT 

To: MCLEOD JOHN, COL; Mcleod John, Director, International Defence Relations, 
IDR (NZDF)

�ubjectFW: [SEEMAJL]: Media Article

What VCDF was talking about this morning. 

From: Edward Poot (MIN) PSR(IC)3 
Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 9:15 a.m. 
To: THOMPSON MIKE, COL 
Cc: PSR(IC)3 COL 
Subject: LSEEMAIL]: Media Article 

Mike, 

An early note would be appreciated given the issue and visibility it already has. 

Best regards, 
Edward 

Edward Poot 
Group Captain 
Military Secretary 
Office of Hon Dr Wayne Mapp 

Ph: PSR(IC)3 
Mobile: PSR(IC)3 
Email: PSR(IC)3 

From: PSR(IC)3 (MIN) 
Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 9:07 am 
To: Edward Poot (MIN) 
Subject: FW: Media Article 

have you seen this? 

From: PSR(IC)3 (ISED) PSR(IC)3 @mfat.govt.nz] 
Sent: Tuesday, 31 August 2010 8:55 am 
To: PSR(IC)3 (MIN); 'PSR(IC)3 
Cc: PSR(IC)3 (ISED); PSR(IC)3 (ISED); PSR(IC)3 
(MEA); PSR(IC)3 (CEO Ottice) 
Subject: Media Article 

(MEA); PSR(IC)3 
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PsR,,c", PsR(<c>3 
- to note the media article below (from the 'War on Terror" website) on the findings of 

the assessment team. p'""
01

', as discussed, Defence will likely prepare a note for Min Def, and I've
asked for a copy to be referred to MFA and the PM. 

Monday,August30,2010 

AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed 

Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in 
Baghlan 

ISAF Joint Command 

08.29.2010 KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 

The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds. 

'We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor 
and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 
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Achive Manager 
Export

From:
STOCKWEL
L PETER, 
AVM

Sent
:

Thu, 02 
Sep 
2010 
02:55:3
0 GMT 

To: HITCHINGS ROB, COL
Subject
: RE: Media Item of Interest 
So can someone tell me the difference between an insurgent and a civilian when they reside in an 
insurgent village and are all related/connected!  I could make some comment about my "thoughts and 
concerns" but I'll resist the urge given the discoverable nature of emails.

_____________________________________________ 
From: HITCHINGS ROB, COL  
Sent:      Thursday, 2 September 2010 9:45 a.m.
To: STOCKWELL PETER, AVM
Subject:      FW: Media Item of Interest

FY SA

Rob J. Hitchings
Colonel
J3 / Chief of Operations

DDI:  | Mob: 

______________________________________________ 
From:  CAPT  
Sent:      Wednesday, 1 September 2010 10:05 a.m.
To: LESKE  HITCHINGS ROB, COL; 

Subject:      Media Item of Interest

Gentlemen

Media item FYI

A/CAPT
J22L
HQ JFNZ

DDI:     
DTelN: 

Joint assessment team confirms 
possibility of civilian casualties in Baghlan 

NATO News Release
KABUL, Afghanistan (Aug. 29) - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns 
about civilian casualties, a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the 
ministries of interior and defense, and International Security Assistance Force officials, 

PSR(IC)3
PSR(IC)3PSR(IC)3

PSR(IC)3PSR(IC)3
PSR(IC)3

PSR(IC)3

PSR(IC)3

PSR(IC)3
PSR(IC)3
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conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 22 in Talah wa Barfak district, Baghlan 
province. 
The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the 
intended target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian 
casualties. Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the 
intended target. 
The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons 
team video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant 
rounds. 
"We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the 
people of Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Timothy M. Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our 
thoughts and concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been 
injured or killed." 
During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial 
governor and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 
Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian 
casualties, however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds 
striking the unintended buildings. 
"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," 
said Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all 
information available and set the record straight."
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

WAATEA.SNO 
Mon, 6 Sep 2010 01:32:02 +1200 
SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO;SWAN - HQNZDF.DDSO;SR(Hn)l, PSR(IC)J

WAATEA.ISAF-LNO;WAATEA.SNO 
[SECRET] External Release Issues External to the Sitrep 
Email. 04 Sep 10.doc 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Gidday Boss / Gents 

PSR(senl1 , PSR(IC)3 is here the handover is progressing OK. We head to Baghram tomorrow then in the
PM I will transfer authority to him and he will have the con from 070001 local. 

Attached is the last correspondence we have received on OBJ Burnham. This email from PsR(,en),.PsR(s),
ISAF SOF 03 to PSR(sen)1. PSR(IC)3 COM ISAF SOF confirms thatPSR(IC)4 COM IJC has been
briefed on the findings of the Initial Assessment Team and he concurs that TF81 has no case to 
answer. ISAF SOF will be taking no further action in this matter, however there may still be some 
fallout for the aviation elements. PSR(sen)1. PSR( IC)3 continues to monitor the status of the IAT report and
we are looking to get a copy of this report when and if it is released. 

The task force continues to investigate follow up operations in the BAGHLAN region. OBJ YAMAHA 
may come up on our radar soon and we are getting information through today of an INS training 
camp further up the TIGIRAN valley that may be developed into a full blown target set. More to 
follow on these in the coming days/weeks. 

TF81 has now commenced operations in Maydan Wardak. All storyboards you should have. These 
operations have all met with varying degrees of success. We are addressing a key aspect of P4's 
strategy here and while there are still some de-confliction issues to resolve we anticipate further 
operations into WARDAK in the coming weeks. The tempo of business will of course be interrupted 
by Eid 10/13 Sep, Elections 18 Sep and RIP 3-10 Oct however this presents a co-ordination challenge 
to ensure we can maintain the tempo P4 desires while managing these external inputs. 

PSR(S)1 

Assessment of 

partner 

capabilities. 

Update on CRU 

leadership 

There have been a number of appointment changes at the senior level of the MOI. ... ,, in total. It has 

PSR(S)1 
Update to changes 

to MOI 
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The CRU have taken delivery of PSR(S)1 AK47's this is great! These are reliable weapons and will 
accept the additions of a Picatinny rail that will allow the weapon to be enhanced through follow on 
projects. TF81 has conducted Dry training and zeroing of these weapons with the CRU. We were also 
inspected yesterday and got a tick from the US End User team on the CRU storage facilities and 
processes. We anticipate that shortly this will translate into the delivery of PSR(S)1 
for the CRU. This will allow the Unit to develop enhanced skills for night operations. PSR(S )1 

units by P4 after he visitedPSR(S)1

PSR(S)1 Concerns for 

health of CRU 

raised. Medical 

in confidence 

We hosted PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
significant issues to report. 

this week. The visit went well with no 

The Doctor has returned to the task force from Germany. 

Email. 04 Sep 1 O.doc 

Bk56.001.000019 
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C/.assifisafieRi NATO/JS.AF SliCRliT 

Please send to me on PSR••~ PSI 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

ISAF SOF HQ 03 TF 81 LNO IS (FOC+) 
03 September 2010 16:53 
ISAF SOF TF 81 OC IS (FOC+ ); ISAF SOF TF 81 SNO IS (FOC +) 
ISAF RC C TF 81 OPS IS (FOC+ ); ISAF SOF TF 81 52 IS (FOC+) 
FW: CIVCAS INVESTIGATION ON TF81 

C/.assifisafieRi NA TO/JS.AF SeCReT 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

ISAF SOF HQ 03 DIR IS (FOC+) 
Friday, September 03, 2010 2:29 PM 
ISAF SOF HQ CG COM SOF IS (FOC+) 
ISAF SOF DCOM IS (FOC+); ISAF SOF HQ 03 TF 81 LNO IS (FOC+) 
FW: CIVCAS INVESTIGATION ON TF81 

C/.assifisafi9Ri NATO/JS.AF SeCReT 

Sir, 
An official update on the CIVCAS allegation against TF81 . LEGAD has 
confirmed that has been briefed on the IAT findings and agrees that TF81 
have no case to answer. It appears that the air spt aspect of that op in RC(N) 
is part of an ongoing investigation. NFA from ISAF SOF. 

PSR(S)1, PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

CJ3 Dir 
HQ ISAF SOF 
PSR(S)1 , PSR(sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

ISAF JC LEGAD OFFICER IS (FOC+) 
03 September 2010 13: 51 
ISAF JC LEGAD OPL AW IS (FOC+ ); ISAF SOF HQ 03 DIR IS (FOC+) 
RE: CIVCAS INVESTIGATION ON TF81 

CJassifisafieR; At.A TO/JSAF SE-CRE-T 

PS, 

I just briefed ... , .. - all done. 
Rgds 

PSR<-

From: ISAF JC LEGAD OPL AW IS (FOC+) 
Sent: Friday, September 03, 2010 1:43 PM 

Bk56.001 .000020 
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To: 
Subject: 

ISAF SOF HQ 0 3 DIR IS (FOC+ ); ISAF JC LEGAD OFFICER IS (FOC+) 
RE: CIVCAS INVESTIGATION ON TF81 

C/assilisaUeR: A.1A T0,4SAF Se-CRET 

Sir 

Will chase this up. The legad who attended this IA T is out on another IAT and thus cannot 
advise where at with below. See what I can do. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

ISAF SOF HQ 03 DIR IS (FOC+) 
Friday, September 03, 2010 12:08 PM 
ISAF JC LEGAD OFFICER IS (FOC+ ); ISAF JC LEGAD OPL AW IS (FOC+) 
CIVCAS INVESTIGATION ON TF81 

ClassilisaUeR; NA TO,lJ.SAF SeCReT 

PSfl(Mr111. PSR(1CJ3 PSR!S11 

We have to report on where we are with CIVCAS allegations/incidents to P4 
this afternoon. Could you provide some words please on where we are with 
the allegation and resultatnt !AT/investigation into TF81 . 
Thanks 

PSR(Nfl 

PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)J. PSR(S)1 

CJ3 Dir 
HQ ISAF SOF 
PSR(sen)1 , PSR(IC)3, PSR(S)1 

Bk56.001.000020 
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Attendance 
• HQNZDF • HQJFNZ 

- CDF - COMJFNZ 
- Sec Def or Dep Sec Def - MCC, LCC, ACC 
-VCDF - CofS 
- Dep Sec - J2, J3, JS 

- Service Chiefs or Deputies - DSO rep 

- DGDLS 
-ACSCI 

• ODIS 
• DSC 
PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

- DDSO 

SECRET 
Bk2.001.000015 
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Intelligence Bri1ef 

Class.ification Re.m1in,1der . 

SEGREl#IJS.'\.11S.A.F/N.A.lO 

SECRET 
Bk2.001.000015 
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AFGHANISTAN: HIGH F.GlrlAN ISffiANJf .. 

TF 81 
RC Capital 

PSR(S)1, PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

SNO PSR(Sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 
Camp Warehouse: 
ISAF SOF HQ 
CRU Camp Kabul 
RC-E, Bagram 
Total 

KEY ACTIVITIES/DATES: 
SNO Transfer of Authority - 6 Sep 
PSR(Sen)1, PSR(IC)3 will RTNZ Tue 07 Sep 

PS~S)2, PSR{S)3 

Mission 
• SR (in Kabul and adjacent provinces) 
• DA (targeting INS in spt of ISAF and GIRoA) 
• MA (Spt and Influence to CRU) 
• National Support Tasks 

National Caveats 
• No cross border operations 
• Can operate throughout AOO (with prior approval CDF) 
• Detainee transfer permitted (with prior approval from CDF) 
• No poppy eradication operations 
• Counter-narcotics operations permitted (with prior approval 
from CDF) 

Organisation 
•TF HQ 
• SQN HQ 
• SO LNOs 

P~S)2, PSR(S)l 

• 

Enablers 
•ASIC 
• Exploitation Element PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Loe Camp Warehouse 
Loe Camp Warehouse 
HQ ISAF & RC E 

• Mobility: SOV's, NZLAVs, ATVs, MCs, SUVs PSR(Sen)1, PSR(IC)J 

• JTAC's 

TF81 portion of OP BURNHAM Initial Asses~1eam (IAT) report Complete 
Bk2.001.000015 
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PSR(S)1, PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Details of 
unrelated 
operation 
outside ToR 

1.000015 
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PSR(S)1, PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Details of 
unrelated 
operation 
outside ToR 

1.000015 
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Other Issues 

• PSR(Sen)
1
, PSR(IC)

3 will RTNZ on Tue 07 Sep. 

- Reception arrangements are in place for PsRcsen)
1

. PSR(lc)
3 and escort group. 

- Media release drafted and ready for release, pending CDF concurrence. 

• ISAF Initial Assessment Team (IAT) report still in progress. 
- ISAF LEGAD assigned to IAT has advised that COM IJC has been 

briefed by IAT and agrees that TF 81 have 'no case to answer'. 

- COMISAF has been briefed on progress of report, 

- Investigation into RW CAS is ongoing. 

• PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3, PSR(Sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 visited TF81 - 30 Aug 

SECRET 
Bk2.001 .000015 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

HQNZDF.ADSF 
Cc: 

PSR(sen)1. PSR(IC)J 

Wed, 8 Sep 2010 08:04:59 +1200 
PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

WAATEA.SNO 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL RELEASE EXTERNAL RELEASE] External Release: Info/Updates 

CLASSIFICATION: EXTERNAL RELEASE EXTERNAL RELEASE 

Team - For your SA only. No further distr at this time. 

From: WAATEA.SNO 
Sent: Wednesday, 8 September 2010 7:12 a.m. 
To: SWAN - HQNZDF.DDSO; SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO 
Cc: @XO 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL RELEASE] External Release: Info/Updates 

CLASSIFICATION: EXTERNAL RELEASE 

CLASSIFICATION: EXTERNAL RELEASE 

Today I have sighted the Accident Investigation Team's (AIT) conclusion into the claims of civ cas in 
BAG LAN. IJC wasn't willing to release the report to us, so I can not fwd a copy. However, it
categorically clears both gnd and air c/s of any allegations. It states that having reviewed the 
evidence there is no way that civ cas could have occurred. We already knew we were without fault, 
but the AWT have now also been cleared which is good news. 

You may recall it was claimed that two females were injured and in hospital. When the AIT asked to 
see these persons, the district governor admitted that they were in fact military aged males. NFTR. 

The other alleged civ cas were reputed to be the 'sisters' of KALT A (Bl) and NEMUTULLAH (B2). 
PSR(5l1- PSR(5l2, PSR(Sl3 have not heard from either man in two in two weeks whereas a number of their 
associates are back PSR(S)2, PSR(Sl3 Moreover, it is improbable that Bl and B2's sisters would have
been armed and manoeuvring around the mountains in the middle of the night -the usage of 
'sister' may have in fact been INS veiled speech to describe Bl and B2. In the absence of 
corroboration, there is no way to be sure at this point if Bl and B2 have been KIA, so we will 
continue to monitor. At the very least they have been disrupted. 

From: HQNZDF.DDSO [mailto:PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 
Sent: Sunday, 5 September 2010 12:07 p.m. 
To: WAATEA.SNO 
Cc: @XO 
Subject: RE: External Release: Info/Updates 

Gents 

I sent the message (below) to you last Thu, and once I had logged off the system came back and told 
me it couldn't send it to you. Helpful!! 

Bk56.001.000021 
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CDF is briefing the Minister tomorrow morning at 0830 on a few issues (not related to WAA TEA) 
however the issue of the CIVCAS Report may come up. I briefed CDF's PSO on Saturday that there 
was no new updates and that if they did not hear anything from me by first thing Monday that he 
should take it that there is nothing new at all. 

I will also drop you a message on DIXS in case this one does not make it through - similarly, if there is 
anything that you think CDF should be aware of ahead of that brief then drop it to me via this means 
with a 'heads up' via DIXS or phone. 

I am out of the building on a course tomorrow (Mon) through to EOP Wednesday. I will keep a close 
eye on the BBerry/phone and ... , ... ,, "''"'"can get hold of me easily if there is a need. I will be in to prep 
Tuesdays CDF brief on Monday night our time and will put in any final info that comes from you over 
Tue night (our time) in first thing on Tue. I will brief it at 0830 as normal. 

Hope the hand-over is going well. 

Cheers 

PSA(Mfl) 

PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 
DDSO 

From: HQNZDF.DDSO 
Sent: Thursday, 2 September 2010 12:39 p.m. 
To: WAATEA.SNO 
Cc: HQNZDF.ADSF; NZSAS.XO; HQNZDF.DSO 
Subject: RE: [1£,1\1= £eCReT] External Release:PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Just spoke to• .. ,..,,,. re repatriation of"'"' ... ' is expecting a decision today, although this is not 
guaranteed. thinks the decision is leaning toward AME, however discussions are ongoing 
between NZDF and the provider to work out the best COA. ... , ... , will let DSO and yourselves know 
when we have a clear decision. That said, DSO will take this to VCDF/CDF if we are not happy with 
the outcome. 

As outlined by DSO below, should anything, including the report on CIVCAS (noting this may not 
come through at all if ISAF do not release it) transpire that needs to be briefed to CDFNCDF up 
until next Wed evening NZ time, then drop it to me on PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 If you could also alert me 
via DIXS/phone as well then that will speed things up. 

As far as any material that will need to be briefed in the CDF brief next Tue, I will prepare this on 
Mon evening our time/Mon a.m. your time. 

Standing by. 

PSR(aen) 

Bk56.001.000021 
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PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 
DDSO 

From: HQNZDF.DSO 
Sent: Thursday, 2 September 2010 8: 17 a.m. 
To: WAATEA.SNO 
Cc: HQNZDF.DDSO; HQNZDF.ADSF; NZSAS.XO 
Subject: RE: [IS.A.F SECRET] External Release: PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Importance: High 

Cheers. 

Army really appreciated the efforts of utilising the NZLAV and getting hold of the 
two GM Gs. I am certain

,...

,_,, did as well. 

I am heading away tomorrow on leave for a week and will be down in Wanaka 
(reliving the old mountain troop days), ... ,_,, ... ,,, is holding the fort here in Wgtn so it 
would be best to ensure all emails are sent to"'"_,,, .. ,c,(on PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3) and 

... ,_,, .... to ensure they are cleared in a timely manner and brought to the attention 
of the CDF/VCDF/COMJ .... ,_,, ... ,,c"will also be working out of RL on Fri. 

For next week: 

... ,_,, ... ,K will prep the brief on Mon and will present to CDF on Tue. 

If the CIVCAS assessment report comes in, there is a degree of urgency around 
this and it will need to be staffed quickly through HQNZDF and JFNZ then across 
the road to PM, MFA and Min Def. Could you call ahead of time and let us know it 
is on the wire, this will ensure we clear it promptly. 

I will remain contactable at all times via cell ph and will have the sectera with me 
as well. If need be I can cut and run to get back to Wgtn for an emergency. 

Have a safe journey home and look forward to catching up over lunch on the 16th. 

Regards to ... ,_,,''"" 

Cheers 

PSRl1«1 

From: WAATEA.SNO [mailto:PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
Sent: Thursday, 2 September 2010 4:05 a.m. 
Subject: [IS.A.F SECRET] External Release: PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

CLASSIFICATION: IS/\F SECRET 

Bk56.001.000021 
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Hi Boss 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

In other News PSR(seo)1, PSR(tC)J has arrived today, our handover starts tomorrow.""''""'' •"''"and 
.,., ... ,, .,.,,c,, are due in theatre tomorrow. Also of note the LAV's have returned from the route recce 
task to Bamyian. We also conducted a drop off and train the trainer activity for the 2 x 40mm 
GMG, so that task is put to bed. 

PSA(Mfll1 

PSR(S)1, PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3

Discussion 

of unrelated 

oberation 

outside ToR 

Bk56.001.000021 
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3130/DSO/4 

DOT-POINT BRIEF FOR CDF 

OPERATION BURNHAM 

Introduction 

SECRET 

• On 3 Aug 2010, in the North east sector of Bamian province Afghanistan, an 
Insurgent group ambushed a New Zealand Provincial Reconstruction Team 
Patrol as they travelled along a major route. The ambush was initiated by an 
Improvised Explosive Device as the lead vehicle drove by and was 
immediately followed by direct fire from Rocket Propelled Grenades and small 
arms fire. In the ensuing contact Lt O'Donnell was killed and two soldiers 
wounded. 

Actions Taken Following the Ambush 

• NZPRT. The NZPRT immediately reviewed their force protection measures 
and have taken steps within their means to provide increased protection when 
operating in the north east sector. PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Additional 
tactical 
measures 

• JFNZ. HQJFNZ has also reviewed the force protection measures and as a 
result we are planning on reinforcing the NZPRT with the following; 

0 PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Additional tactical 
measures re 
resourcing 

• NZSAS. PSR(Sl2, PSR(Sl3 following the attack on the NZPRT the NZSAS Task 
Force PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 commenced a 
targeting process aimed at gathering intelligence on the insurgent group that 
conducted the operation. This process proved successful and the insurgent 
group was identified and following information obtained: 

o The group was based in the neighbouring province in Baghlan in the 
Talawe-Berfak area (15-20km from ambush location). 

o Two insurgent leaders were identified who were directly involved in the 
planning and conduct of the attack against the NZPRT on 3 Aug and 
previous attacks in April 2010. 

SECRET 

Bk2.001.000016 
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o The insurgents operating in this area were split into three groups and 
numbered approximately 20 in each group. 

o The village where the two key leaders reside was located. 

• As a result of this information the NZSAS conducted an operation under cover 
of darkness on the night/morning of 21/22 Aug supported by Afghan National 
Security Forces (CRU) and US Military which included; 

0 PSR(S)1 UAV 
' 

o PSR(S)1 

o 2 x Medium Lift helicopters (Chinooks), 

o 2 x light utility helicopters PSR(S)1 

o 2 x Apache Gun Ships, 

o 1 x AC-130 Gun ship. 

• The operation was successful with a number of insurgents killed or wounded, 
and it is assessed that it has disrupted the insurgent networks ability to plan 
and conduct operations launched from the Talawe-Berfak region targeting the 
NZPRT. It is further assessed that the two main leaders targeted during the 
operation were eliminated (this ~l:st!IR~lbe corroborated, but they have not 
been heard from since the operation). 

PSR(Sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

DSO 

DTelN Phone: PSR(Sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

15 September 2010 

SliCRliT 

Bk2.001.000016 



111

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

WAATEA.S2 
Fri, 17 Sep 2010 06:41:29 +1200 
SWAN - PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO;SWAN - HQNZDF.DDIS;WAATEA.SNO 
[SECRET) External Release RE: CDF RFI: OP BURNHAM BDA 
100916-S-Obj Burnham Overview.ppt 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 

Please find attached two slides showing the before and after WRT Obj Burnham operation. Please 
note that due to BSO and cross boarder issues the BDA has been through HU M INT and reflections 
through other means. This has not given as fu ll a picture as we would have liked. If you need any 
further details please don not hesitate to ask w ill still be up on the system. 

Regards 

PSRilCl1 P 

100916-S-Obj Burnham Overview.ppt 

100916-S-Obj Burnham Overview.ppt 

From: HQNZDF.ADlDDIS [mailto:PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
Sent: Tuesday, 14 September 2010 3:53 a.m. 
To: WAATEA.SNO; WAATEA.S2; WAATEA.S2 
Cc: SWAN - HQNZDF.DSO; SWAN - HQNZDF.DDIS 
Subject: CDF RFI: OP BURNHAM BDA 
Importance: High 

Gidday Sir, ..... c,, .,. 

Trust this email finds you both well. 

At COF's weekly ops update today the COF requested that he be provided with a "before and after" 
assessment of the ins network the OP BURNHAM targetted. Basically what he is after is a BOA of 
what the operation achieved against this network, and what that network now looks like. He also 
requested information on the network from northern Baghlan that was reported to have moved down 
into the area. Best format would be an PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 1ink chart (in JPEG format) showing the 
network as it is currently stands with those insurgents who were targetted shown on the chart (as 
opposed to two separate products) . 

... , ... ,, • - I am picking that you and • ..,,c,,"' will have a good grasp of this. 

Can I ask that this information is provided by 0B0ONZOT Fri 17 Sep as COF will be out of country the 
following week. If the information is higher than Secret then the ASIC can pass back to me through 
....... .,, , who can fwd to me on PsRcs>2 PSRCS>l 

For OSO / ODIS - as discussed. 

Bk15.001.000009 
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Kind Regards, 

PSR(S)2 PSRiS)3 

PSR(Sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Directorate ot Detence Intelligence and Security 

Phone I DTELN : PSl<ISon) I PSRCIC)J I DOI: PSR(Sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 

Email I SWAN: PSR(Sen)1, PSR(IC)3 I PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

Bk15.001.000009 
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SECRET 

In this table, names that identify 

individuals have been redacted 

from this document for reasons 

of privacy and because some 

identifying information may have 

been obtained by means that 

would cause prejudice to 

protected interests if disclosed. 

However, and noting that some 

individuals have since been 

publicly identified, some 

individuals identified in this table 

appear to correlate with some of 

those who have been pubicly 

identified. 
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Export 

Ed war 
From: d Poot 

(MIN) 

To: KELLY PETER, COL 
CC STEER JACK. R ADM; (MJN) 

~ubj ect [SEEMAIL}: Report 

Pete, 

8092-02753 

Thu,23 
Sep 

Sent2010 

'03:41:3 
6GMT 

Many thanks for the below. The only critical issue that remains opaque is as follows. NATO put out 
a press release at the time. Our recollection is that it talks about an investigation. How does NATO 
close the loop with the wider public in Afghanistan (and troop contributing nations) to advise the 
outcome of the investigation? 

Best regards, 
Edward 

Edward Poot 
Group Captain 
Military Secretary 
Office of Hon Dr Wayne Mapp 

Ph: .PSR{IC)3 

Mobile: PSR(IC)3 

Email: PSR(IC)3 

F~~~;KELLYPETER, .COL .. PSR{fc)'3 ..... m••·· ·· ··· · ··· ··· m .. HOOH········· 

Sent: Thursday1 23 September 2010 3:33 pm 
To: Edward Poot (MIN) 
Subject: Unclassified: VCDF FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Importance: High 

Ed, 

VCDF just came and spoke to me about part of the discussions this morning with the 
Minister on casualty allegations. 

What we know is that the ISAF Joint Command HQ (IJC) raised an Interim 
Assessment Team (IAT) headed by a Brig to assess the veracity or otherwise of the 
allegations that there were civilian casualties resulting from a coalition operation that 
we participated in. As a result of the lA T assessment it was found that there were no 
civilian casualties (this incl viewing all the helo/plane gun tapes, visiting the local 
hospital and checking the claims that there were two female casualties, these in fact 
turned out to be fighting age males who were likely insurgents). This corresponds 
with what our forces assessed and those of the other participating nations. 

PSR(IC)3
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8092-02753 

As a result of the IAT assessment, all forces were cleared of causing civilian 
casualties, the matter was closed and no formal investigation initiated. The SNO 
was advised of this and he saw the written report.  

 

That's what we know. Happy to discuss over the phone. If the Minister wishes to 
pursue release of the assessment perhaps this could be done via the upcoming VIP 
visit to theatre, however the SNO was adamant that ISAF will not be releasing the 
report even after he reinforced the national interest angle. 

Peter Kelly 
Colonel 
Director Special Operations 
HQNZDF 

Wk: PSR(IC)3 
The information contained in this Internet Email message is intended for the addressee only 
and may contain privileged information, but not necessarily the official views or opinions of 
the New Zealand Defence Force. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, 
disclose, copy or 
distribute this message or the information in it. If you have received this message in error, 
please Email or telephone the sender immediately . 

PSR(IC)4
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Export 

Edwar 
From: d Poot 

(MIN) 

To: 
cc 

PSR(IC)3 COL 
THOMPSON MIKE, COL 

Subject
RE U I .fi d M d. . I . : nc ass1 1e : e ia art1c e

PSR(IC)J 

Tried calling. Can we ask the question the Minister raised in theatre please? 

Best regards, 

Edward 

Edward Poot 

Group Captain 

Military Secretary 

Office of Hon Dr Wayne Mapp 

Ph: PSR(IC)3 
Mobile: PSR(IC)3 
Email: PSR(IC)3 

From: PSR(IC)3 COL PSR(IC)3 
Sent: Thursday, n September 2010 4:0Y pm 
To: Edward Poot (MIN) 
Subject: Unclassified: Media article 

Ed, 

This was the last I saw from ISAF on this. I am not aware of any other releases since. 

Thu,23 
Sep 

Sent
2010 
'04:40:4 
7GMT 

It does note that the helicopter gun was slightly off, but we now know that no casualties were caused 
as a result. 

I am not sure how ISAF put the record straight further to what they have said here, where they state 
casualties may have occurred, we now no none did. No nation has been identified and it is a matter 
for ISAF and their ongoing 10/media plan to manage. Not sure what role we have in influencing that. 

From: PSR(IC)3 (ISED) PSR(IC)3 @mfat.govt.nz] 
Sent: Tuesday, ::Sl August 2010 8:40 a.m. 

To: PSR(IC)3 COL 
Subject: Media article 

[SEEl'4/l.lb� [�STRJCTED} 
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Morning 
P5RilC>3 

- the article below might be of interest, if you haven't already seen it (from the 'War on
Terror" website). 

Monday,AugustJ0,2010 

AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed 

Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in 
Baghlan 

ISAF Joint Command 

08.29.2010 KABUL - In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, 
a joint assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and 
International Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 
22 in Talah wa Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended 
target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 

The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team 
video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds. 

"We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of 
Afghanistan, and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor 
and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the 
unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said 
Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available 
and set the record straight." 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is 
not necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the 
intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the 
information in it. If you have received this message in error, please email or telephone the 
sender immediately." 
The information contained in this Internet Email message is intended for the addressee only 

and may contain privileged information, but not necessarily the official views or opinions of 
the New Zealand Defence Force. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, 
disclose, copy or 
distribute this message or the information in it. If you have received this message in error, 
please Email or telephone the s.ender immediately. 
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REPLY TO 
ATTCNTJON or, 

SECRET //REL TO USA, N.ZI; 

HEADQUARTERS 
UNITED STA TES FORCES - AFGHANISTAN 

KABUL, AFGHANIST At~ 
APOAE 09356 

ISAF/IJC 3 0 September 20 I 0 

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, United States Forces-Afghanistan (USFOR-A) and 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 

SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, AR 15-6 Investigation - Tigiran Village 

l. On 17 September 201 O. the Commander, USFOR-A, appointed me as an investigating 
officer (IO) in accordance with Anny Regulation (AR) 15-6 to conduct an informal 
investigation into the facts and circumstances surrounding the partnered operation in the 
Tigiran Village on 22 August 20 l O which may have resulted in one ot more civiUan 
casualties. 

2. E:xecutive Summa,y: On 22 August 2010,I (b){1) '1 4a, (b)(1)1 .4d 

conducted a paitncred operation supported by an AH-64 air weapons team (A WT) and an 
AC-130 gunship to kill/captille Objective I (t>)(1)1.4a land Objective 
I (b)(1)1.4a I in Tigiran Villag~, Talawe Berfak District, Baghlan Province, 
RC North. Following the operation there were some allegations of civilian casualties 
(CIVCAS) in the Tigiran Village. An Incident Assessment Team (IAT) submitted an 
executive summary of the events sunounding the CIVCAS allegations [Exhibit 3 - IA T 
Executive Summary]. Based on additional review of the weapons system video (WSV) from 
the A WT and the AC-130, the IA T lead recommended a comprehensive investigation to 
review the IAT finding s, to thoroughly review the WSV, and determine if someone 
intentionally edited the WSV to shape the IAT's report [Exhibit 2- IAT Executive Summary 
addendum]. 

For this investigation, I reviewed both the A WT video [Exhibit 22] and the AC-130 video 
[Exhibit 23] . The A WT video was an edited video, in accordance with unit SOP, which 
showed positive identification of enemy personnel w ith weapons, clearance authority for the 
engagements, engagement of enemy personnel, as well as battle damage assessment. The 
AC-130 video wa.s an unedited version of the full length of the operation. In reviewing the 
WSV, it was noted lllat the A WT video did not include some audio that referenced a female 
being among a huddled group that was near the engagement area. The AC-13 0 video~ 
however, contained this audio. The AC-130 video also provided a broader perspective of the 
engagement area and showed some of the rounds from the A WT engagement impacting the 
roofs of two of rhe buildings. This perspective cannot be seen in the A WT video due to the 
limited field of view and size ( 4 inches by 4 inches) of their displays. The investigation 
interviews focused on this segment of the audio/video that was not included in the edited 
version of the A WT video and the potential for civilian casualties wi1b regard to the A WT 
engagements. 

(b )('l )l.4a 

USCENTCOM FOIA.s 17-0385, 18-046'1, 19-0057L 006 05/21 /201 9 
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SECRET /,'REL TO USA, NZL 

ISAF/IJC 
SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, AR 15-6 Cnvestigation - Tigiran Village 

(b)(1) 1.4a, (b)(3 ). (b)(6) 

The A WT crews w ere also having communication difficulties trying to get in touch with 
ground units to relay the situation to them. The A WT crews stated in their post-mission 
debrief [Exhibit 12] that they fell a heighlened sense of urgency due lo the sheer volwnc of 
personnel fleeing the objective and the challenges of maintaining continuous PID due 10 

terrain restrictions. As a result of this lack of communication, friendly ground units ended up 
in very close proximity to these insurgents with weapons and there was concern about a 
potential fire fight. The A WT crews were unable to get in touch with the JT AC (Joint 
Term inal Attack Controller) and therefore made the decision not to engage the insurgents that 
were positively identified with weapons even though they were a threat to frien.dly forces 
(Exhibit 10 --l Cb)C3l. (b)C6l !statement]. 

The A WT crews were sensitive to the Tactical Directive throughout the engagements and 
made specific mention of not engaging individuals posi6vely identified with weapons due to 
their close proximity to buildings in the area. In their post-mission debrief [Exhibit 12], 
crews stated that there were several occasions where the insurgents had closed to within hand 
grenade range of coalition troops . Due to communication difficulties and proximity to 

2 
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SECRET /IREL TO U5A, 1-•ZL 

ISAF/IJC 
SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, AR 15-6 Investigation- Tigiran Village 

friendly forces, engagement of enemy personnel was not possible. The A WT crews stated 
that they chose not to engage on at least five targets that they were cleared to engage based on 
the Tactical Directive. 

(b)l1) 14a, (ll)(3), lb)(6) 

Based on my interviews with all of the crews, the Airborne Mission Commander, and the 
Specialist who edited the video, I determined that the A WT video was not edited with the 
intent to mislead the 1A Tor shape their report. The editing process for this video followed 
urut SOJ> and was completed prior to the IAT's request for the video. Per unit SOP, 
following any significant event or any weapons engagement, the Air Mission Commander 
will, immediately upon landing, secure the tape/hard drive from each Pilot-in-Command and 
without delay, tum in tapes/hard drives [Exhibit 19 -- Video recorder use and Gun Tope 
security procedures message]. If there :is a concern of collateral damage, civilian casualties, 
friendly fire or any other event deemed significant, then the entire video will be saved 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-03B5, 18-0461, 19-0057L 3 006 0512112019 
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ISAF/IJC 
SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, AR 15-6 Investigation - Tigiran Village 

[Exhibit 6 --! (b)(3), (b)(6) I statement]. Ba:scd on the footage available, there were no sucl1 

concerns, so che entire footage was not saved. The commander designates which video 
segments will be downloaded and how the editing will be done [Exhibit 20 - Gun Tape 
Editing requirements] . This edited video must be approved b)i (bl(3l, (b)(6) I the Company 
Commander and I (b)(3), (b)(6) I the Task Force Knigbthawk Commander. lhe video is then 
provided to the chain of command for review. This editing is done immediately after the 
mission is complete aod therefore the entire length of footage is not saved, an:d the RMM is 
available for the pilots to use again after editing is complete [Exhibit 19 - Gun Tape 
Procedures. Exhibit 20 -- Editing Requirements] . When the RMM is retumed to circulation 
and use in the helicopters, it records over previously saved data. This panicular engagement 
has since been recorded over. 

(b)(1)"1.4a 

3. Findings. 

a. Ques1io11: What are the facts and circun,stances surrounding th.e partnered operation 
between I (b)(1)1.4a, (b)(1)1.4d Ion 22 August 2010, specifically in 
regard to the A WT CIVCAS allegations (SWs)? 

Findings (Snapshot- 5Ws): 

• Who: 3rrl Aviation Regiment, 1st Battalion, B Company (AWT) 

• Wbat(bi( 1 )'1.4a, (b)(3J, (~~WT) conducted air assault security f(U)~1)1.4a , (b)(1 ~1 .4d 

• When: 22 August 2010, approximately O I O0L 

• Where: Tigiran Village, Talawe Berfak District, BaghlanProvince, RC North (IVO 
! (b)C1)1 .4a ! 

• Why: To facilitate the deliberate detention of insurgent targets in order to severely 
disrupt operations i.n the area of operations. 

Findings: The call signs for the two Apaches that departed Bagram AB in order to support 
tbctbl(1 )1.4a, (b)(1l1 l,irettnered operation in Tigiran Village were (b)(1 )1.4a, (b)(3), (b)(6) In 
I (b)(1)'1.4a, (b)(3), (b)(6) !was the p·ilot in command and (b)(3). (b)(6 was the gunner( 3 b 6) 

4 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

ISAF/IJC 
SUBJECT: Findings and Recommendations, AR 15-6 Investigation - Tig1ran Village 

(tfiliJ~hID.1~1b1Aa1 (b)(3>1 ~Wei (b)(3), (b)(6) lwas his gunner. The objective of the operation 
was to infi.ll (b )(1 )1 .4d I forces into three helicopter landing zones (HLZ) to detain. two 
personnel thought to be responsible for the deaths ofl {bl{1)1.4d JtroopS(b (1)1.4a, (bJ(3}, ( )(6) 

arrived over the HLZs and assessed all of the HLZs as secure. ~ight and b ·1 1.4 (AC-
13O) were in direct communication and began inspecting the immediate areas surrnunding the 
HLZ. (b)(1) '1.4a were unsuccessful in estabLishi:ng communications with the ground 
force commanqei( 1.4a , (b)(3) (blfthe JT .. ,&~.N'l.4a, (b)(3i (il~G,-ile inspecting the area around the 
H]a«1p1 .4a, (1>)(3)1 id)td)tified five personnel with weapons exiting a qalat within 200 meters of 
the HLZ [Exhibit 12 -- Mission Debrief]. The weapons system video clearly shows armed 
male adults exiting the buildings (Exhibit 14, Screen shot showing armed insurgents). A 
stop-motion analysis completed by the IAT of aJI th~ figures also shows two adult females 
and three children exiting one building next to the insurgents with weapons and moving 
rapidly into the adjacent building less than 5 meters away [Exhibit 15, Screen shot showing 
civilians in the area near insurgents with weapons]. ~ight was initially unaware of 
these civilians as they were focused on the insurgents with the weapons in close proximity to 
the HLZ and friendly ground forces. 

~ight made repeated attempts to raise the JT AC and ground force commander to pass 
information about the insurgents moving near tile HLZ. As the personnel egressed the house, 

l(b)(1 )1 .4iif}ight and l {b)(1 )1.4ddivided efforts to monitor all personnel. Finally, ~ ight was 
able to contact the JT AC and relayed all of the pertinent information concerning the 
insurgents' mo,•erne"(l$1)h.4a. /b)l3ki.ll>lltr,g,ved immediate attacks on enemy personnel PIO with 
weapons. ~flight engaged two personnel with weapons climbing up the terrain above 
the friendly location - two Enemy Killed in Action (EKIA) (Exhibit 12 -- Mission Debrief]. 

(bi(1)1.4a, (b)(3), (M~th attempted. to engage one insurgent coming back down the hill with no 
apparent effect on the i.nd ividu~x-~)1 Aa, (b)(3)J ~~ucted the first engagement <(5~1b1.4a, (b)(3)) (b)(6) 

conducted the second epgagement, as can be seen in chc weapons system video [Exhibit 22]. 
{b)( )1.4a, (b)(3) ~ttur&t Qf 30m.m missed the intended targ-et with no collateral damage concerns. 
lbJ( )1 .4a, (bl(~J attetnpted to re-engage when the insurgent was crou.ched against a hillside and had 

not yet reached the buildings. Due to problems widl weapon accuracy, the 30mm bursts 
missed the intended target and instead hit close to qalats and on the roofs of two of the 
buildings [Exhibit 16--AWT screen shot of rounds impacting, Exhibit 17 ~~ AC-130 screen 
shot of rounds impacting buildings]. At the time of the engagement, ~ igbt was 
unaware that any of the rounds had impacted the roofs of the buildings since their display 
screen did not show the buildings within their field of view. This .information was only 
obtained once I reviewed the AC-130 video with them. lbl(1)1.4fflight did not attempt futther 
engagements as the individual had moved closer to the village increasing the possibility of 
collateral damage [Exhibit 12 - Mission De.brief]. I (b)(1 )1.4a I continued surveillance 
on the surrounding areas identifying multiple individuals moving around tactically and 
bounding behind temin for cover. Both I (b)('l)"l.4a Jflight engaged these individuals . 
Upon completing i:his engagement, all asset$ continued looking for threatS{bj(1)1 .4a, (b)(3), (t)(6} 

identified additional armed personnel walking down a road in the same area and engaged the 
enemy personnel - lxEKJA. ~lement continued with surveillance and overhead 
security until extraction was arranged [Exhibit 12 -- Mission Debrief]. 
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Conclusions: The IAT e:xecutive summary stated that all engagements appeared to be in 
accordance with appropriate ROE and the Tactical Directive [Exhibit 3 -- IAT Executive 
Summary]. This investigation concurs with the IA T findings . Although there are areas 
where things could have been done differently or better, the unit effectively used this mission 
as a way to make improvements in their processes with regard to weapons maintenance, crew 
training, and overall understanding of the Tactical Directive. It is also important to 
understand the stresses placed upon. the crew at the time of the mission - night, terrain, poor 
commurucations, and a high threat level to friendly forces all played into the situation. 

b. Question: The mission at the time of the incident. What was the pre-mission briefing 
for enemy forces and threats? 

Findings : The IAT confirmed that this s ite has no GIRoA presence and is Taliban controlled 
[ Exhibit 3 - IAT Exccuti ve Summary] . Based on inten.:iews with the A WT crew, they were 
also briefed that this area had not been visited by coalition forces in approx:imatcly 1 D years. 

Conclusions: Based on the interviews conducted, I believe that the pre-mission brie[mg was 
adequate for the situation that lhe crews encountered. 

c. Question: The threat analysis and the measures utilized by Coalition Forces on that day 
to avoid civilian casualties? 

Findings : The S-2 provided a detailed brief of the area before the mission. The brief talked 
about patterns of life in the area. They knew that there could be civilians in the area and that 
they would have to be cautious with fires . They also knew that there were enemies in the 
area and that there was a chance of a firefight [Exhibit 6 -I (b)(3), (b)(6) !statement]. The 
crews were told that they were the fust coa Lition forces to be in that area in about l O years so 
they were expecting some enemy resistance [Exhibit 4 --1 (b)(3), {bl(6) jstatcment). The 
crews stated that they do not go into complete detail on rules of engagement prior to each 
mission, but it is discussed and all crews are aware of the ROE [Exhibit 5 -~- j b)(3), (b)(6) 

statement]. 

Although tbe women and children can be seen in the WSV, I.here is nolhing to indicate thal 
eitberl (b)(1)1.4a, (b)(3), (bX6) jsaw tbe women and children until such timt'{~i)1.4a, {bl(3)!(bX6J 
commented on it. When reviewing the video 1 had the luxuzy of watching it on a larger 
screen a.ttd rewinding it. The cockpit of the Apache has fow inch monitors and does not have 
the capability to rewind. Additionally, there were numerous factors vying for the crews ' 
attention - night, terrain, communication issues, and a very realistic threat lo friendly forces. 
The A WT crews stated that they were aware of civilians in the area after the engagements 
and the crews discussed ceasing fire when they saw the women and children in the area 
[Exhibit 4 --1 (b){3J, (b)(6) !statement]. The audio fr<Dlf.~)1.4a, (blQ)J:ftiKti,er states: "This is 

(bJ(i)1.4a, (b)(3)j(\1,J(t,pave five non-friendly personnel next to a building approximately 200 meters 
in front of your ground patrol, the ground patrol is moving toward the people~ huddled by the 
building, at least one is female" [Exhlbjt 18 -- WSV Transcript]. It would appeaf(~aJ~l. (b)(6) 

(bl( I )1 .4(:m~~ll)(,S'pre of the potential civilians in the area prior to their last engagement when they 

6 
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engaged the insurgent moving towards the buildings. In summarizing the sequence of the 
engagement,! (bl( 'l)1 .4a. (b)(J). (bJ(6) I Pilot-in-Command) stated: I do not entirely remember 
the situation in question. There was a point when we were engaging one man that appeared 
to be wounded and he was evading. We lost sight of him for a minute and then a group of 
VJomen and children came into view running in a separate direction. We ceased to engage 
that individual because of the women and children [Exhibit 4-1 (blm (bl/61 I statement 1. A 

(b)(1 )1 4a. (b)(3J. (b)(6) 

In their post-mission debrief [Exhibit 12], crews stated that there were several occasions 
where the insurgents had closed to within hand grenade range of coalition troops. The crews 
stoted that they chose not to engage on at least five targets that they were cleared to engage 
based on the Tacti.cal Directi. ve. The crews felt that they we.re conservative on th.is mission 
and showed appropriate restraint in accordance with the Tactical Directive whlle still 
ensuring the safety of friendly ground forces [Exhibit 4 --1 (b)(3), (b)(6) j statement]. 

Conclusions: Based on the interviews conducted, I determined that the threat analysis was 
appropriate for the mission. Based on the interviews conducted and review of the weapons 
system audio and video, I found that crews were sensitive to the Tactical Directive [Exhibit 
25] throughout the engagements and that their actions were aomopriate in order to avoid 
civilian casualties. I (b)( 1)1 .4a, (b )(3). (b)(6) I 

(b)(l)'l4a 

d. Question: Whether or not there was a civilian casualty as defined in ISAF SOP 307. 

Findings: Based on WSV review and crew interviews, it is likely that there were women and 
children present in the area for some of the engagements. However, there is no evidence to 
confirm that any of the A WT rounds impa(':ted areas where civilians were definitively 
located. The AC-130 video [Exhibit 23] shows A WT rounds impacting roofs of some of the 
buildings where it is possible that civilians were located [Exhibit 17 - AC-130 screen shot 
showing where rounds impacted the buildings]. However, ground BDA was not conducted 
on those buildings so there is no way of knowing :if the A WT errant rounds caused civilian 
casualties_ The A WT and ground un:its were unaware that bullets had impacted the buildings 
until the time of this investigation. The TAT was also unable to confirm civilian casualties 
based on their review immediately following the incident [Exhibit 3 - IA T ExecL1tive 
Swnrn;;i.ry]. 
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Conclusfons: This investigation concurs with the IAT observation that based on WSV 
evidence it is possible that CIVCAS occlmed because aL the time of the AWT engagement, 
women and children appear to have been present [Exhibit 3 -- lAT Executive Summary] . 
However, there is no evidence in the video that confirms that there were civilian casualties. 
The only piece of information that can be confirmed is that rounds impacted tbe roofs of 
buildings where it is possible that civilians were located. Based on evidence that] reviewed, 
I concur with the IAT findings that civilian casualties are possible, hut cannot he confirmed. 

e. Question: The medical treatment provided to the casualties, if any. Whether the 
1'.IBDEVAC procedures were timely and appropriate under the circumstances. 

findings : This uwestigation did not address this issue. 

Conclusions: There were no confirmed civilian casualties during this incident [Exhibit 3 -
IA T Executive Summary). 

f. Quesiion: The aalure and ex Lent of the injuries to aay individual killed as well as the 
nature and extent of the injuries co any wounded individuah Jnclude the long-term prognosis 
for those who were injured. 

Findings: This investigation did not address this issue. 

Concfosions: There were no confinned civilian casualties during this incident [Exhibit 3 -
IA I Exe-cutive Summary]. 

g. Question: Whether any WSV was altered in any way. If so, who. what, where, when, 
why, and how as well as determining, if possible, what the tape showed prior to being altered. 

Findings: The AWT unit has a limited number of recording devices, RM:Ms (remote memoiy 
modules) due to the high cost of these devices. During flights , air crew will often start and 
stop the recording of their RMM device in order to ensure that there is enough memory space 
to capture key events. Due to the limited number ofRM:M.s and to ensure that they arc 
available for every :flight, it is SOP to download specific segments of the video and provide 
an edited compilation of key segments following a mission wberc engagements have 
occurred [Exhibit 9 -• (b)(3), (b)(6) !statement]. Per unit SOP, following any significant event or 
any weapons engagement, the Air Mission Commander will, immediately upon landing, 
secure the tape/hard drive from each Ptlot-in-Command and without delay, turn in tapes/hard 
drives [Exhibit 19 - Video recorder use and Gun Tape security procedures message]. When a 
crew conducts an engagement, they will call back to the unit to report the engagement so that 
a specialist is available to download and edit the video [Exhibit 7 --1 (bl(3) (b\(6) lstarement]. 
The vjdeo editing is not done by the aircrew and is conducted by a trained SpecialistdfirnJtwsi 

(b~J;tateroent]. There is not enough space on the hard drives to download and save the 
entire length of footage and an edited version provides the key segments for the chain of 
command to review. The commander designates which video segments will be downloaded 
and how the editing will be done [Exhibit 20 - Gun Tape Editing requirements] . This edited 

8 
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video must be approved byl (b)(3), (b)(6) I the Company Commander and! (b)(3), (b)(6) I the 
Task Force Knighfoawk Commander. The video is then provided to the chain of command 
for review. Th.is editing is done immediately after the mission is complete and therefore the 
entire length of footage is not saved, and the R.MM is used again as soon as it becomes 
available [Exhibit 19 - Gun Tape :Procedures, Exhibit 20 - Editing Requirements). When the 
Rl'v1M is returned to circulation and use in the helicopters, it records over previously saved 
data. 

If there is a concern of collateral damage, civilian casualties, friendly-fire, or any oi.her event 
deemed significani, then the entire video will be saved [Exhibit 6 -I (b)(3). (b)(6) j statement]. 
I (b)(3), (b)(6) I specifically stated that if he had known that the bullets from the A WT had 
impacted the roofs of the qalats, then he would have saved the entire video. By the time the 
civilian casualty allegations were made and the unit was notified that the WSV was needed 
for the IA T, the video had already been edited and the RMM had already been erased and 
used on another mission [Exlribit 9 -1 (b)(3), (bJ(6 )! stotement]. 

For this investigation, I reviewed both the A WT video [Exhibit 22] and the AC-130 video 
[Exhibit 23]. The AWT video was an edited video, in accordance with unit SOP, which 
showed positive identification of enemy personnel with weapons, clearance authority for the 
engagements, engagement of enemy personnel, as well as battle damage assessment. The 
AC-13O video was an unedited ,·e:rsion of the full length of the operation. la reviewing the 
WSV, it was noted that the A WT video did not include some audio that referenced a female 
being among a huddled rou that was near the engagement area. The AC-130 video 
contained this audio. (b)(:J), (b )(6) s tated that no one specifically asked him to remove 
anything from the video or cut anything out of the video. He further stated that editing this 
video followed the same procedures as all of the other videos that he bas edited. After 

I (bK1 )1 " · (b)(3), (b)(6) 

also stated that he did not direct anything specific to be cut or removed from the video 
[Exhibit 8 --1 (b)(J), (b)(6) I statement]. 

Conclusions: Based on limited equipment and unit SOP, I fmd th.at the unit's procedures are 
adequate for ensuring that video is downloaded and saved appropriately. I also find th.at the 
crews and unit acted in compliance with their SOP in this case. The gun tape editing 
requirements message from the commander [Exhibit 20], clearly explains the importance of 
gun tapes: "Tapes of engagements can be used to promote a positive message by providing 
evidence of the professionalism of our pilots. Ifin the editing process, valuable footage is 
left out, the tapes can present the wrong story and be harmful to the overall 1/0 campaign of 
USFOR-A." Unfortunately, there was some audio that appears to have been inadvertently 
omitted from the edited version of the tape that the !AT deemed important to their overall 
assessment. However, based o.u my interviews with all of the crews, the Airborne Mission 
Commander, the Specialist who edited the video, and the unit leadership, I do not believe that 
.anyone intentionally edited the video with the intent to mislead or shape the IA T rcpo1t. 
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4. Recommendations: 

a. There should be a theater-wide SOP/FRAGO that describes the requirements for 
weapons system video. This SOP/FRAGO should include which items are required to be 
downloaded and saved for future use (i .e. PlD, clearance of fires, engagement, BOA, etc). lt 
should also state certain conditions where the entire mission is required to be saved (i .e. 
civilian casualty allegations, friendly fire incidents, collateraJ damage concerns, etc). This 
document should also slate conditions where the video needs to be forwarded to higher 
headquarters as well as the timeliue for this to occur. For an [A T1 full-length, unedited WSV 
must be made immediately available. This infonnation should also be added to the Special 
Instructions (SPiNS) for Air and Space Operations in Afghanistan. 

b. lAT report lessons learned should be made available to units involved so that they can 
learn from the i11cident and we can ensure similar incidents do not occur. Additionally, in 
accordance with IJC SOP 332, CJ37 should post all IA T lessons \earned to ensure widest 
disseminatio11. We can all learn from each other' s mist.11kes and experiences . This 11n1t was 
primarily W1aware of the issues related to the lAT and could have benefited from lessons 
learned from the report. 

c. As with any mission, aircrew and ground units should make every possible effort to 
debrief lessons learned following the mission. Although this is more difiicult in a combat 
environment, units should still strive to conduct a debrief after the mission. ln this case, 1t 
would have been beneficial to have the AWT crews debrief wi.th the AC-130 crew as they 
co1tld have provided a broader perspective of what occurred in the engagement area, 
specifically including the information that bullets had impacted the roofs of some of the 
buildings. Adclitiooally, every crew member I interviewed stated that communications were a 
major problem during this mission. It is critical that aircrew and ground units debrief these 
issues so that it does not occur on future missions. However, the AWT unit did a good job in 
debriefing this mission as a unit and identjfying lessons learned specific to weapons 
employment, communications, and the Tactical Directive. 

5. The oint of contact for this memorondwn is the undersi cd at SIPR: 

(b)(3), {b)(6) 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Encl 
index of Exhibits (25) 

Investigating Officer 

10 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS BY INVESTIGATING OFFICER/BOARD OF OFFICERS 
For use of tt,is tom,, see AR 15-6; the proponent agenc)' is OT JAG. 

IF MORE SPACE IS REQUIRED IN FILLING OUT ANY PORTION OF THIS FORM, ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS 

SECTION I• APPOINTMENT 

Appointed by Commander United States Forces-Afghanistan (USFOR-A) and International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 
(Appointif"9 autnonty/ 

on 17 September 2010 (Atlacn inclosure 1: Letter of aPPOintment or wmmary of oral appointment data.) (See para 3-15, AR 15-6.) 
11'ato/ 

SECTION II• SESSIONS 

The~()ilrd) commence~ at Nonh Kabul International A irport, ISAF/lJC at 2030 
(Place) (nme) 

on 17 September 20 l 0 (If a formal board mot for more than one session. chock here C. lr.dicate in an fnclosure the time eacl, session began and 

efK/ea, th9 place:petsons present and absent, and explanation of absences, if any.) The following oersons /membe rs, respondents, counsel) "'ere 
present: (Afier each name, indicate capacity, e.g., President, Recorder, Member, Le9i!I Advisor.} 

See attached memorandum. 

The followi~g persons (members, respondents. counsol) were absent: {lnclucfa brief e:rplanat>0n of each absence.) (See paras 5-l and 5-Ba, AR 15-6.J 

See attached memorandum. 

Tho (in,,o~tigoting officer) (board) f;ni1oh11d g:alhoring/he:aring evidence at 2030 on 29 September 20L0 
(Time) (Date) 

and complet,od f indinas and recommendations a1 0800 on 30 September 2010 
(Time) /~ale) 

SECTION Ill • CHECKLIST FOR PROCEEDINGS 

A COMPLETE IN ALL CASES YES N01! NA££ 
1 lnclosures (para 3-15, AR 15-15/ 

-Are the following inclosed and numbered consecutively with Roman nume1als: (At/ached in order listed/ 

a. The letter of appointment or a summary of ora l appo intment data? 

b. Copy of notice lo respondent, if any?(See item 9, below) :J I l ~ 
c. Other ,orrespondence with respondent or counsel. if any? I l I X 
d. All other written communications to or from the appointing au thority? I LI ~ 
e. Pri~acy Act Statements (Certificate, if statement provided orally)? IXI LJ 
f. Explanation by the lnvesUgating officer or board or any unusual delays, difficullies. irregularities, or other problems • LJ ~ encountered (e.g., absence of mat~rial witnesses)? 

g. lnform,\l(>p_.lls.1p_sessis,~ .?! ~~o~~~~,n/,~g! if'!,CJLI2!!s!E.n page 1 of this report? - - -- ·- 1 1 X] 
h. Any otller s,gnlflcant papers- (other tnan eviaencerrera1ing lo administrative aspects of the invest igation or board? V I V..,..,, _ ,. .... 

\Xi I I • Cr\nT&U"\ Tc=C". 1, c: ...... , ........ ... 11 ... ,.. ... ..,,;.,.,,. ~""c-•uarc- "'" on ct#or'10.rf c-hot:tl 
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2 Exnlbits {para 3-16, A~ 15-6) YES NO!I NAJI: 

a. Are all Item, offered (whether or not received) or conslttered as evidence Ind lvld ually numbered or lettered as 
I Cl • exhibits and attao~ed to thio r11p ort? 

b . Is an Index of an exhibits offered to or considered by Investigating officer or board attaehed before the first exhibit? IXI 
.;. Has the teatim~ny/slatement of each w,lnots5 beern rocorded verr1iat1m or been reduced to wnllen torm and 4tUl¢hed 1118 

~ u • an exhibit? 
d. Are copies, de$cri1>tions, or depicticns (If .substituted for real or documentaty evidence) properly authenticated and is rzi [J • the location of the original evidence indicated? 

e. Are descriptions or diagrams Included of lcx:allons vlsl1ed by the Investigating offlcor or board (para3•Clb, Af:i.15-13)? IXI 
I. Is each wr11ten stipulation attached ts an exh11lit and Is each oral stlpulatlon either reduced to writing and made an 

~ • • exhibit or recorded in a verbatim record? 

g. If oNlclal notlce of uny matter was taken over the objecuon ore res?ondenl or co unset, Is a 51atemanl of lhe maLter LJ • )2<j I 
of which official notice was l:aken attached as an e~hibil (para 3-16d, AR 15-6)? 

3 Was a quorum present when the bo•rd voled on findings and recommandation5 (paras 4-1 and 5-2b, AR 15-6)? 

-
8 . COMPLETE ONLY FOR FORMAL BOARD PROCEEDINGS (Chapter 5, AR 15-6) 
4 Al the Initial session, did the recorder road. or determine the111II particlpen1,s had road, the letter of appointment (par& 5-3b, AR 15-6)? 

6 Was a quorum present al every aoealon oflhe board (pua 5-2b, AR 16-6)' 

6 WH each abeernce of any member pro;,orly oxcucad (pera S.:2a, AR 1 S-6)? 

7 Wore members. wltn• sa.a, reporter, ar,d interpreter cwom, If roqulred (para 3-1 , AR 15-6)? n 
8 If ony members who voted on finding~ ar racommondatlonc wen, not present when the board received some evidence, LJ -

does the inclosure describe how they familiar,211d theMselves with that evidence (para 5-2d.AR 1~}? 

C. COMPLETE ONLY I~ ~ESPONOENT WAS DESIGNATED (Section II, Chapter 5, AR 15-6) 
9 Nolie• to respondants (para 5-5, AR 16-6): 

a. Is Iha method and date of de!lvary to the respond ont indicated on each letter of notification'? I 
-

b. Was th• data at dellvc,ry .at least five worltlng days prior to the first session of the board? L 
c. Doas aach letter of notification indicate _ 

(1) the date, hour, and place of the firs! session of the board conce(ning that respondent? 

(2) the matter to be lnviu1igated. including specific allegations against the respondent, if any? 

(3) the respondent's rights with regard to counsel? 

(4) the name and address of each witness expected to be called by the recorder? 

CS) the respondent's rights to be present. present evidence, and call witnesses? 

d. Was the respondent provided a copy or all unclassified documents In the caas file? 

e. If there we re relevant classified materials. were the respondent and his co~nsel given access and an opportunity to examil'I& them? 

10 If any resp0ndent was designated arte r the proceedings began (or otherwise was absent during pert oflha proceedings) : 

a. Was he proptuly notified (para 5-5, AR 15-6)? 
b. Was record of proceedin9& and evidence received in his absance made availabl~ fc>r ~xaminalion by him and his counsel (p111 5-it , A1'I rs-s1, 

11 Counsel (para 5-6, AR 15-6): ~ 

a. Was each respondent represented by counsel? I 
~ame and business address of counsel: 

(If ct}Unse! Is e lawyer, check here I I I 
b. Was raspondant's counsel present al an open sessions of the board relallng to that responder.t? I L 
c. If military counsel was requested t)l.rt not made available, is a copy (or, if oral, a svmmary) of the request and the • • Ll action la ken on ii included In the re port (para 5-Bb, AR 15-8)? 

12 If the respondent challenged lhe legal advisor or .riny voling member for lack of impartiality (para 5-7, AR 15-6): ~ a. Wss the challenge properly·denied ~l'la by the appropriate officer? 

b. Did each member successful y ¢hallenged cease to participate in the proceedings? 

-13 Was the respondent given an opportunity to (pata ~ . AR 15-6): 

a. Be present with his counsel at a ll o~en sessions of the board which deal with any matter which concerns that respQndent? 

b. Examine and object to the lnlrocluc!lon of real and documentary evidence , Including written statements? 

c. Object to the testimony of witnesses and cross-examine witne.s,u other than his own? -- I d. Call witnesses and otherwise introduce evidence? 

e. Testify as a witness? 

I. Make or have his counsel make a final statement or argument (para 5-9, AR 15-6J? I 
14 If requested, did the recorder assis1 the respondent in oblainlng evidenc• in possession of the Govemment and In • LJ [J 

arrang1ng for the presence of witnesses (para 5-Bb, AR 15-6)? 

15 Are all of lhe respondent's requests and objections which were denied indicated in the report of proceedings or in an • • r-1 
1nc1osure or exhibit to It (PEn ll--11, AR 1~6)? 

FOOTNOTES 11~ 017 05/21/2019 
ii. Use of the Nii. co!UfTlfl C011stnutes a poslive ref}(essntailon tha ths circumstances descrbed in the question did not occur in this Investigation 

nrhnwA 
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SECTION IV • FINDINGS (para 3 -10, AR 15-6) 

Th e (investigating officer) (board) . having care fully cons1dereo the evidence , f i nds: 

See attached memorandum. 

SECTION V • RECOMMENDATIONS (para 3- 11, AR 15-6) 
In view of the above find ings , the (investigating officer) (board} recommends : 

See attached memorandum . 
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SECTION VI. AUTHENTICATION (para 3-17, AR 15-6) 

THIS REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS IS COMPLETE AND ACCURATE. (If any voting member orthe recorder fails to sign here or In Section VII 
below, indicate tne reason in the space where his signature Should appear.) 

(Rec::orrfer} JL _____ (~rrr:1(m1~:.,.•s~m,~~""':~.,.,.:,g1T'7101nr,,c,..,01"Ti/ ,...,.., ,..,.e:m.l.te:;;;n/Jl ___ _ 

(Meml:/ftr) (IAemPer) 

{l,fomber) (l,Aomb&r) 

SECTION VII· MINORITY REPORT (para 3-13, AR 15-6) 

To lho ~xtcnt Indicated In lnclocure -----, the undusigned do(u) not concur in the f inding" and recommendations of lhe board . 

(In the incJosure, identify by number eoch finding ondlor recommendation in which lh<1 dissenting member(s) do(es) not concur. State the 
reasons for disagreement. Addifionallsubsli/ufe findings tJr'ldlor rec()mmendations may be fncluded in the inc/os11re.) 

-(Member) (Meml:lfJr) 

SECTION VIII . ACTION BY APPOIIIITING AUTHORJTY (para 2-3, AR 15-6) 

The findings and recommendations of the (Investigating officer) (board) are (approved) (disapproved) (approver! with following exceptions/ 
substitutions) . (If the appointing .authority returns the proceedings to the investigating officer or board for further proceedings or 
corrective action, attach that correspondence (or a summary, if oral) as a numbered inclosure.) 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 16-0461 , 19-0057L 019 0512112019 
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S:ECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

Exhibit 1: 10 Appointment Memo signed by! (b)(3), (b)(6) J dated 17 September 2010 

Exhibit 2: IAT executive summary addendum memo from! (b)(6) !dated 30 August 2010 

Exh ibit 3: IAT executive summary signed byl (b)(6l I with an environment assesment from the IAT, dated 22 August 

2010. 

Exhibit 4: Sworn statement w/ pr ivacy act statement from I (b)(3), (b)(6) I dated 20 September 2010 

Exhibit 5: Sworn statement w/ privacy act statement from J (t>)(3), (b)(6) I dated 20 September 2010 

Exhibit 6: Sworn statement w/ privacy act statement from I (b)(3). (b)(6) I dated 20 September 2010 

Exhibit 7: Sworn statement w/ privacy act statement fro ml (b)(3), (b)(6) I dated 20 September 2010 

Exhibit 8: Sworn statement w/ privacy act statement from!(b)(3), (b)(6jdated 20 September 2010 

Exhibit 9: Sworn statement w/ privacy act statement from! (b)(3l. (b)(6~ dated 20 September 2010 

Exh ibit 10: Sworn statement w/ privacy act statement from I (b)(3)
1 
(b)(6) I dated 20 September 2010 

Exhibit 11: Sworn Statement from~b)(3), (b)(4'v/M FR of statement made byjb)(3). (b)(ij)dated 21 September 2010 

Exhibit 12: MiS$ion De-brief provided by! (b)(3), (b J(6) !TF Knighthawk Commander 

Exhibit 13: lm.agery showing an overview of the area of the mission 

Exhibit 14: AWT Screenshot showing armed insurgents 

Exh ibit 1S: AWT Screenshot showing civilians in the area near insurgents with weapons 

Exhibit 16: AWT Screenshot showing the impact areas of rounds 

Exhibit 17: AC-130 Screenshot showing where rounds impact the bui ldings 

Exhibit 18: ~I -~(b~l<~3~). ~<b~)(~6l __ jtranscript and notes from the video footage 

Exhibit 19: Video recorder use and gun tape security procedures memo signed by !(b)(3), (ll)(6j dated l4 November 2009. 

Exhibit 20: Gun Tape editing requirements signed bv l(b)(3), (b)(61 dated 13 March 2010 

Exhibit 21: Recording equipment information 

Exh ibit 22: AH-64 Video (CD) 

Exhibit 23 : AC-130 Video (CD} 

Exhibit 24: AH-64 Electronic Disp lay Information 

Exhibit 25 : COM ISAF Tactical Directive, dtd 1 August 2010 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385 , '18-0461, 19-0057L 020 05/21 /2019 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

SWORN STATEMENT 
For use or this rorm, see AR 190-45; the proponent agency is ?MG . 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 

AUTHORITY: Tille 10, use Section 301; Title 5, use Section 2951 : E.O. 9397 Social Security Number (SSN). 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE:: To document potential cnminol activity involving the U.S. Army, and lo allow Army officials to m~inlain discipline, 
law and order through investlga!lcm of compla ints and Incidents 

ROUTINE USES: lnfo,metion provided may be further diselostd to federal , stele , loco I. and fore ign government low onforeement 
~gencigs, prosecutors, courls, child proteclive services , victims. witnesses. the Depanment of Veterans Affairs. and 
the Office of Personnel Management. Information provided may be used ror oeterminations regarding Judicial or 
non-Judicial punishment , other administra1ive disciplinary acbons, security clearances. recruitment, retention, 
placement, and other personnel actJons. 

DISCLOSURE: Dis.closure of your SSN and other information is voluntary. 

1 LOCATION 12. DATE (YYYYMJADD) 13. TIME 4, FILE NUMBER 

Bagram Airbase, OSJA 20 I 0/09/ 20 1327 
5 LAST NAME . FIRST NAME. MIDDLE NAME 16 SSN 7. GRADE/STATUS 

(b)(3), (b){B) I 
8. ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

IQ.1st Airborne Division 
9. 

1.1 (b){3), (b)~6) I , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOW ING STATEMEIH UNDER OATH: 

I (b)(3). (b)(6) I I am assigned to the I 01st Airborne Division . l do not remember if I w~)(1) 1.4a, (b)(3), (~( 
(Call sign) during the engagernenf in question . After looking at the video I would !iay that we 't0Xqj1.46 , (b)(3i~ on the voices in 
the video . I do not entirely rememb er the situation in question . There was a point where we were engaging one man that appeared to 
be wounded and he was evading. We lost sight of him for a minute and then a sroup of women and children came into view running 
in a separate d irection . We ceased to engage that individual because of the won1tn and children . The 52 has a tough job anc.1 from 
my experience they try to paint the bleakest picture possible when they brief us prior tu the mission. Prom the instructions that we 
recei·ved pr ior to lhc mission in question we were the first people lo be in that area in about ten years. I cannot remember all the 
details but we were expecting enemy rcsistcncc . We were supporting ~ (b)(1J1.4d !group ut the time. I do not 
remember anything about civilians being "discussed a.t the time of the engagement. I do not remember if were having issues with 
our guns on that day or not. Jt is typical for most aircrafts to do a kentucky-windage type bunt on target and make adjustments 
based where your fire hits. After look in at the video it appears that we were making adjustments based on the bursts of our 
ammunition. The only thing I remember was a group of women and children running past one of the guys that we were engaging. 
We ceased engagement when we saw the women and children . The only reason that videos are cut are to highlight the key points of 
during missions. This is done to avoid having four hours of video to watch and only a small portion of it shows the engagements. 
The videos are not cut to cover anything up. I watch the video some of the ti me when 1 am flying. Most of my focus i:S on the 
aircraft that I am flying and what is around us. On this particular mission, the terrain was somewhat restricted. I do focus on the 
video screen when my co-pilot/ _gunner is about to engage a target. This allows me to see what he is engaging. I am not sure why I 
called a cease fire in the video but this is usually done just to tell the people tliat are firing to take theit finger off the trigger, This 
does not necessarily mean that something went wrong. Usually every engagement is placed in the vi<ieo feeds and they try to cut 
out the lime where there is nothing go ing on c1ml we l4fC not preparing to target som1wne or something. I believe that we were very 
conservative during thi~ mission . l cannot sny ·tha1 I really have any lessons learned from this. Either 011c of the aircraft operators 
can start and stop our video feeds. We get :ibout two or three hours per cartridge and we usually keep spares :so that we do not have 
to record over any of the other feeds. I believe that the Brigade: here has a policy on preparing the cut tapes. We do not turn on the 
videos when we take off and land . We usually do not video tape things unti I we are getting c los~ to o ur area of operations and we 
end the video when we have cleared that area. In each aircraft You have a guy in the front and the back Usually the guy in the ironit 
operates the weapon.s systems and the guy in the back does most of the flying . Usually the guy in the back keeps their focus on the 
outside or the aircraft. Our or two aircrafts you would have two pilots in command and one pilot that is air mission commander. In 
a mission you also have the ground force commander with the JTAC working for him. The a.ir mission commander has the final 
clearance of fires for air assets conducting the mission. During this mission we did not engage these individuals until our ground 
troops had communications set up . We were very conservative in this rni.ssion. 

NOTHING FOLLOW~6l 
""TT+ iS tj 

10. EXHIBIT 

I 
t 1 . INITIA~S o- --- N MAKING STATEMENT I PAGE 1 OF ;tj)(3), (b 6) ~ PAGES ---

ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING "STArEMENT OF ,AKEN AT DATED --- -- --
TH£ BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MVST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STA TEME.NT, ANO PAGfi NVMSER 
MUST BE INDICATED . 

DA FORM 2823, NO\/ 200'6 DA FORM 2623, DEC 1998, IS OBSOLETE N'O PE Vl ,00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-0461 , 19-0057L 025 05/2112019 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM. 

STATEMENT OF .. I ____ (.;..b...;)(..,;;3).;.., (b;...;.;.)(6..,;;) ____ .,..I_ TAKENAT _1_3_2_7 _____ _ DATED 2010/09/20 

9. STATEMENT (Continued) 

INITIALS OF PERSON MAl<ING STATEMENT I PAGE 2 ·OF h PAGES 

DA FORM ZlllJ, NOV 2000 ,J,.,, lh J. APO PE vi 00 
( ~ 6) 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0365, 18-0461, 19-0057L 026 05/21/2019 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

STATEMENT OF (b)(3), (b)(6) TAKENA'T 1327 .____. ............... ...:.:...-'--~------- -------- DATED 20 I 0/09/20 

9. STATEMENT (Continued) 

,Jon-tt ·"-1b) (-=cu...-0 i,J ") , (b)(3), (b)(6 

AFFIDAVIT 
l, ,_l ___ (b __ ) __ (3 __ ), __ (b __ )_(6_) ______________ • HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT 

WH ICH BEGINS ON PAGE I , AND ENDS ON PAGE I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE 

BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVI: INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AMO HAVE INITJALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 

ORGP.NIU.TION OR P.DDRESS 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

IN ITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 
b)(3), (b )( ) 

DA FORM ZIS23, NOV zooe 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385 , '18-046'1, 19-0057L 

administer oaths. this ~ day of 

al ...... n.r.v,-."'"' A . ' 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

-~-""w~· __ . ;)61(/) 
aJ(l, 

1 Nv'-e571GATt!\16 or=r1 c"E:R 

PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES 

-"PO PE ,1 QO 

027 05/21 /2019 
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SECRET h'REL TO USA, N~L 

DATA REQUIRED BYTHEPRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AUTHORITY: The solicitation of personal information in conjunction with this 
investigation is authorized under Title lO USC 3012. 

PURPOSE: The purpose for collecting this information is to obtain facts and make 
recommendations to-assist the Commander in detennining what action to take with. regard 
to a false official statement. 

ROUTINE USES: lnfonnation obtained during the course of this investigation will be 
used to document relevant facts regarding the matters investigated. It wi.U be used to 
determine the facts leading up to the matters investigated, establish individual 
responsibilities, negligence, and to make recommendations for corrective actions and/or 
appropriate administrative actions. Any information you provide may be disclosed to 
members of the Department of Defense who have a need for it in the performance of their 
duties. 

DISCLOSURE MAi'fDATOR Y OR VO LUNT ARY AND THE El7FECT OF NOT 
PROVID[NG INFORMATION: The private information you furnish is voluntary. There 
will be no adverse effect on you for not furnishing private information, other than that 
certain facts or infonm1tion might not be otherwise available to the Commander for his 
decision in this matter. The other information you furnish is mandatory. failure to 
provide the requested infom1ation could result in disciplinary or other adverse action 
against :you under Article 134, UCMJ. 

Having been advised of the provisions of the Privacy Act, I hereby agree to provide 
information concerning this investigation. 

(b)(J), (b)(ti) 

Printed Name/Rank 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-0461 , 19-0057L 

Signature 
2D<::Ef 1 0 

Date 

028 05/21/2019 
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SECRET /!REL TO USA, NZL 

SWORN STATEMENT 
For use of this form. see AR 190-4S: the pro;>onent agency Is PMG. 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 

AUTHORITY: Tille 10. USC Section 301 : Tille s. use Section 2951: E o . 9397 Soc:lel Security Number (SSN). 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To documl!nt pottintl.!11 criminal act ivity Involving the U.S. Army , and to allow Army official$ to maint;i in discipline, 
law and order through Investigation of complaints and incidents 

ROUTINE USES: tnformetion provided mey be further di~closed fo fedetot, state. locDI, and to,eign government law onforcement 
agencies, prosecutors. courts . child pr• leclive services . victims , witnesses. the Department of Veteran~ Affairs. and 
the Office of P~rsonnet Management. Information provided m.iy be u~~~ for determinations regard'lng judicial or 
non-judicial punishment, other administrative disciplinary actions, security clearances, recruitment. retention , 
pla,cement, and other personnel actions. 

DISCLOSURE: Disclosure of your SSN and other information 1s voluntary. 

1 LOCA1'10N 12. DATE (YYYYMMDD) 13. TIME 4. FILE NUMBER 

BAGRAM AIRBASE 20 I 0/09/ 2 0 1450 
s. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME J 6. SSN 7, GRADE/STATUS 

(b)(3), (b)(6) I 
8. ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

TASK FORCE NIGHTHAWK , B COMPANY, 1-3 ATTACK 
9, 

1.1 (b)(3). (b)(6) I • WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWJNG STAH:MEtff UNDER OATH: 

(b)(6) 
(b)(1 

lam sch eduled to fly approximately four to five days a week. On the mission in question I do 11ot remember if I was cal(t>'jjQ'I~ ,. 
1.4a {b\/:}I, ~~r looking at the video l can say that l~E,4a, (b)(J l, (b~ the gunner on this rniss io11 . I have already made a sworn 
statement abo\Jt tlte mission in question . We make a sworn sta1ement for every engagement thnt we have, A COJ>Y of that statement 
and tbe tape goes up through the chain of command. For this mission we went in to provide ~1 (bl!"ll1.4a !.call and overhead 
security, I was trying to rel~X0 !1 .4a, (b)(31.t4n){tlf AC, that we noticed a group of \ndivuals with RPGs and small to medium machine 
guns exi ting a kulat wiih line of sight on the HLZ. 1 was not able to communicate with the JTAC al the time. Conc ,;:rning the armed 
individuals exiting lhe kul at with line of :sight on the HLZ -Hbl/1 )1 4dA WT directed wh ich aircraft would follo w which personnel 
and the A WT incorporated ! (bl{1 l1.4a finto this effort as well. Ultimately, upon esto.blish ing communications wit~alement 

(bl/1)1.4a lwere cleared to make engagements of some of the armed personnel who exited the previously stated lrnlat 
with line of sight on the HLZ. I do not recall any mission brief about women and chi ldren being in the area .. We do not go into 
complete detail on ROE prio r to every mission but all of our guys underst and the Rules of Engagement. Both aircraft provided 
effective fires \Vith adjustment. After mission with engagement we sit down with the video editors to point out at which times the 
engagements take place. We help them label the amoun t of rounds tired and who they were tired by. The editor does all of the 
editing of the tape after we have gone through it with them. ~was one of the people mentioned in the video. He was the pi lot in 
command and he w~&J(!lj1 .48 1 (b){3!:--\~'1e, We have six aircra fts available and each have their own call sign. I am scheduled to fly 
approximately 4 to 5 times in a week. We are the division QRF team so our fl ights arc situation dependent. This month I probably 
have about 30-40 hours in twenty days . I have had one hour flights and my longest was I 0.2 hours long. On average I fly about 
50-60 hours a month. 

-------------. ------------------------NOTB LO w , _____________ ----------- ---------- -------------------- ----------------------

TT+-b 5 
10. E.XH161T 

I 
11 , INITIALS OF KING STATEMENT I PAGE 1 OF 

(b)(3), (b)(6 
3 PAGES ---

ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING "STATEMENT OF 'AT DATED -- --
Tl-IE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, AND PAGE NUMBER 
MUST BE IND/CA TED 

DA FORM 2823, NOV 200,6 DA FORM 2823, DEC 18118. IS OBSOLETE APO PE vt ,00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461. 19-0057L 029 05/21/201 9 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOl NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM. 

STATEMENT OF ._l ____ (.:..b.:..:.)(3.;.,.).:...{:..b..,_)(6--') ___ __,_I __ TAKENAT _1_4_5_0 _____ _ DATED 20 l 0/09/20 

9. STATE:MENT (Continued) 

---------- ---------------------------ST A TEMENT (b )(3), (b )(6) PA GE I ---------------·------------·------·------·--·-·-· ------·--·------------

INITIALS OF PERSON l.olAKING STATEIIIENT I 
_______________ ____. (b)(3), (b)(6 ''1----------------P-A_G_E __ 2 __ o_F __ 3 __ P_A_G_E_s _ _. 

DA FORM 2923, NOV 20015 APO PE el 00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0365, 18-0461, 19--0057L 030 05/2 1/2019 
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S:ECtlET h'lt:EL TO USA, NZL 

STATEMENT OF DATED 20 I 0/09/20 (b)(3),(b)(6) TAKENAT 14.50 ..._ ___ ..;...:.'-'-'-..;...:.:.....:...______ --------

9. STATEMENT (Continvea} 

------·--·-·-·---··-·· ···-----···----·--·STATEMENT E ) AGE l •--··-··•w••····· ................................................... . 
b)(3). (b)(! ) 

AFFIDAVIT 

1._l _____ ( __ bJ .... (3 ... ), __ (b __ )( __ 6~)---~-------• HAVE READ OR HAVE HAO READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT 

WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE 3 . I FULLY UNOERSTANOTHE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE 

BY ME THE STATEMENT IS TRUE . I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 

CONTAINING THE STA1EMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEfllENT FREELY 

THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WlfHOUT COER<:ION . UNLAWFUL INFLUE 

WITNESSES : 

al 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 

(bJ(3), (b)(6) 

1aw to 

(b){3), (b)(6) 

PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES ---------------1(b)(3), (b)(6 _____________________ _ 

OA FORN 21123, NOV 2000 APO PE "1 .00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, '18-0461, 19-0057L 031 05121/2019 
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SECRET !,'REL TO USA, Nfi 

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AUTHORITY: The solicitation of personal information in conjunction with this 
investiga1ion is authorized under Title 10 USC 3012. 

PURPOSE: The purpose for collecting this information is to obtain facts and make 
recommendations to assist the Commander in detennining what action to take with regard 
to a false official statement. 

ROUTINE USES: Infomiation obtained during the course of this investigation will be 
used to document. relevant facts regarding the matters investigated. rt will be used to 
determine the focts leading up to the matters investigated, establish individual 
responsibilities, negligence, and to make recommendations for corrective actions and/or 
appropriate administrative actions. Any information you provide may be disclosed to 
members of the Department of Defense who have a need for it in I.he performance of their 
duties. 

DISCLOSURE MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY AND THE EFFECT OF NOT 
PROVIDING INFORMATION: The private information you furnish is voluntary. There 
v,.rill be no adverse effect on you for not furnishing private information, other than that 
cerlain facts or information might not be othenvise available to the Commander for his 
decision in this matter. The other information you furnish is mandatory. Failure to 
provide the requested infonnation could result in disciplinary or other adverse action 
against you under Article 134, UCMJ. 

Having been advised of the provisions of the Privacy Act, I hereby agree to provide 
information concerning this investigation. 

~ '------ ~--:----(b-)(-3)_, (-b)-(6-) ________ __J~ 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-0461 . 19..0057L 032 05/21/2019 
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SECRET HREL TO USA, NZL 

~WORN STATEMENT 

For use of this form, see AR 190-45; the proponent agency Is PMG. 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 
AUTHORITY: Title 1 0, USC Section 301 ; Title 5, USC Section 2951; E.O. 9397 Social Security Number (SSN). 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To document r,otential criminal activity lnvolvl.ng the U.S. Army, and t-o allow Army officials to maintain disciplir.e, 
law and ord@r through investigation of complaints and incidents 

ROUTINE USES: lnformetion provided m&y be fur1her di~elo~ed to fcdetal , ~t,ite , local, and forei~n 90\lernment law enforcement 
agencies, prosecutor~. courts.. chitd protective services:. victims . witnesses. the Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
the Office of Personnel Management. lnforma1lon provioed may be un~ tor i;JeterrninaUon!t- regan;ling jvl!icial or 
non-judicial punishment, other administrative disciplinary actions, security clearances. recruitment. retention . 
placement. and other personnel acbons. 

DISCLOSURE: Disclosure of your SSN and other information Is voluntary. 

1 LOCATION 12 DATE (YYYYMMDD) , 3 . TIME 4 FILE NUMBER 

BAGRAM AIRBASE 20 L 0/09/20 ]650 
5 LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME j 6. SSN 7 GRADE/STATUS 

(b)(3), (b)(6) I 
8. ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

TF KNIGHTHAWK, 2-3 AVN REG, BAF, AF, APO AE09354 
9. 

'· J (b)(3), (b)(6) I . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING s, /\TEMENT UNDER OATH· 

(b)(3). (b)(6) I for the mission in question. As the I \b!!6J I 
(bH6l 11 was tn i..;nauc 1 of UH-60'S in charge of emplsicing the Corn111and aPd C'ontrol Cell for lhe gr1>und force. 

Before we went in we received a detai I brief from the S-2. This brief talks abo4t the pahcms of life in this area. This along with 
other information gives us a pretty good idea ofw.hat we are going to see when we ,ge"t ihcre . It was a clear night arid we had good 
situational awareness. We also .had a good line of communication. Most the timt J am looking outsi.de on the NVGs. We always 
focus on poss[ble civilians in an area. There are occasions where we are told 1.hal th~ Taliban has drivtn everyone out. In this case 
we knew there: were civilians in area and that we had lo be cautious with fires. We also knew that there would be: enemies in the 
area and that there was a chance of a fire fight. If we suspect that there is collateral dam age during a mission we will have thcin 
keep the copy of the whole tape. In this case we believed that there was not any collateral damage to any structures other than the 
impacts against the qalat wall . After seeing the AC-130 video, I want to state that is the first time that T have seen any rounds hit 
center mass on any of the buildings. I knew that we had hit next to the qalat and hit the qalat wall but I was not aware that any of our 
rounds hit the center of the roof of those buildings . When we cd it our videos we try to focus on the lead up to the engagement and 
the engagement itself. We also try to show any build up of enemy activ ity 1hat poses a threat to our Soldiers. To re-emphasize, we 
did not think that there was any reason to keep the entire video in this mission . If I saw the rounds h.it t11ose roofs we would have 
kept the entire videos. There is not enough communication between the AC-130s and our guys. If we were recieving feedback 
from their tapes from them we could have made adjustments after finding out that we had hit that build.ing. My attack company has 
become much better at harmonizing our guns. It is a very lengthy process but we are doing this at least weekly. I (b){3l, (b){6) !was 
re-trained after this mission so lhat he understands how impor1an1 it is for him to pay attention to all the alerts on his screen 
including the laser fail and energy low cautions . This situation could have been better if the gunner had gone into manual mode and 
made more <lt.ljustments to his lire. There was nothing necessarily wrong with wha~!d but he definitely could hilve done 
things a little better. This w.ts sec,:n as 110 okny shoot bul a poor- c::ngagcrnc::nt. This li!pe was played in fronl uf the entire tcoop and 
used as a lesson learned for better engagements WRT the tactical directive a:nd bctte.r gunnery skills when the gun system is nol 
100% operational. We continue to learn from all of our e-nsagements supporting ground forces in RC- East. 

b)(3), (b)(I ) 
---- ------------ ---------- -------- --------- -------·-- --N 0TH ING FOLLOW ----------- ---------- ---- ------------- ---------------

TA.6 {,, 
1Q EXHIBIT 

I 
11 , INITIALS 01 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 
NG STATEMENT 

IPAGE10F 3 PAGES 
---

ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN fHE HEADING "STATEMENT OF IA/\l!IV ~ T DATED --- -- --
THE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITf0NAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF TH(; PERSON MAKING THE STAiEMENT, AND PAGE NVMBER 
MUST BE IND/CA TEO _ 

DA FORM 2823 , NOV 2006 DA FORM 2823, DEC 1988, IS OBSOLETE APO PE •I 00 

USCENTCOM FOlAs 17-0385. 18-0461, 19-0057L 033 05/21/2019 
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SECRET /fREL TO USA, NZL 

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS HOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO IFINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM. 

STATEMENT OF l ...... _____ (b_)(_3)_, (_b_)(6..;.) ___ _.j ___ TAKEN AT _l _65_0 _____ _ 

9. STATEMENT (Continc;ed) 

--- ·------··-·---··-·-· -·--·-·----·-·-----STATEMENT ENDS ON PAGE 

IN ITIAI.S O F PERS ON MAKING STATE MENT 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

DA FORN 2823, NOV JOOf 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461 , 19-0057L 

{b)(3), (b)(6 

DATED 2010/ 09 /20 

I PAG E 2 OF J PA GES 

APO P E s1 00 

034 05/21/2019 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, P.lZL 

STA1EMENT OF ____ ...... (,_b..,K3_l_. (,._b,..)(6,_l..__ __ __,_ ___ TAKEN AT _1_6_5_0 _____ _ 

9. STATEMENT /Contin11ecf] 
(b)(3), (b}(6 

---------········· -····-·-·--·---STATEMENT ENDS ON PAGE 

AFFIDAVIT 

OA1ED 20 I 0/09/20 

I . ._! ___ -'-(b.:..:.)(3-')'-, (:...b)'-'-(6 .... ) ___ __._ _______ • HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ 10 IJE rHIS STATEMENT 

WHICH BEG IN S ON PAGE 1, ANO ENDS ON PAGE . I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS DF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE 

BY ME THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS ANO HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 

CONTAINING THE STATEMENT, I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITH OUT 

THREAT OF PUNIS HMENT, AND WlfHOUl' COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 
,t) 

WITNESSES: 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS (b)(3). (b)(6) 

( yped Namo o Per$,;,n A,;Jministaring at 

OKGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 
I N\1€::>T\Gfff\ NC'<'\ O,f-lCt)(_ 

(A11thonty To Adm1n,stcr OotM/ I 
T ~ 

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATE! 
(b)(3), (bX6) PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES 

DA FORM 2B23, NOV 2006 ,I.PO PE •1.00 

USCENTC0M FOIAs 17-0385, 16-0461. 19-0057L 035 05/2 1/2019 
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SECRET lfREL TO USA, NZL 

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AUTHORJTY: Tbe solicitation of personal information in conjunction with this 
investigation is authorized under Title 10 USC 3012. 

PURPOSE: The pw·pose for collecting this information is to obtain facts and make 
recommendations to assist the Commander in determining what action to take with regard 
to a false official statement. 

ROUTINE USES: Information obtained during the course of this investigation will be 
used to document relevant facts regarding the matters investigated. It will be used to 
determine the facts leading up to the matters investigated, establish individual 
responsibiJities, negligence, and to make recommendations for corrective actions Mdfor 
appropriate administrative actions. Any information you provide may be disclosed to 
members of the Department of Defense who have a need for it in the performance of their 
duties. 

DISCLOSURE MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY AND fHE EFFECT OF NOT 
PROVIDING INFORMATION: The private information you furnish is voluntary. There 
"'-;11 be no adverse effect on you for not furnishing private information, other than that 
certain facts or information might not be otherwise available to the Commander for his 
decision in this matter. The other information you furnish is mandatory. Failure to 
provide the requested infonnation could result in djsciplinary or otht:r adverse action 
against you under Article 134, UCMJ . 

Having been ad-vised of the provisions of the Privacy Act, I hereby agree to provide 
information concerning this investigation. 

- (b)(J), (b)(6) 

I 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 16-0461 , 19-0057L 

.-zo S~ )0 
Date 

036 05121/2019 
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SECRET NREL TO us1 .. , ~lZL 

SWORN STATEMENT 
For use of this form, see AR 190-45; the proponent agency is PMG. 

PRIVACY ACT ST'ATEMENT 

AUTHORITY: Title 10 , use Secti on 301, Title 5, USC Section 2951 ; E .O . 9397 Socfal S~curity Number (SSN). 

PRJNCIPAL PURPOSE: To document potential criminal bCtivity involving the U.S . At'l'ny, and to allow Army officio ts to maintain discipline, 
law and ordor lhrough investigation of complaints and Incidents. 

ROUTINE USES: Informati on pr,ovided may be further dlsclo,ed lo f ederal , stete, local , and foreign government law enforef:mf:nl 
~g9nci,e;, proi.ecutors , courts, child protectiv,e services , victims , witnesses, the Department of Veterans Affairs. and 

the Office of Personnel Managemen1. Information provided may be used for determinations regard;ng judicial or 
non-judicial punishment, other admlnistra!ive disciplinary actions, security clearances, recruitment, retention, 
placement, and other personnel actions, 

DISCLOSURE: Dlsdosure of your SSN and other information is voluntary. 

1 . LOCATION , 2. DA TE (WYYMUDD) 13 
TIME 4 FILE ~UMBER 

BAGRAM AIRBASE 2010/09/20 1 74 S 
5. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. MIDDLE NAME 16 SSN 7 GRADE/STA1US 

(b)(3), (b)(6) I 
B. ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

1-IHC 2/3 TF KNIGHTHA WK 
9, 

1. 1 (b)(3), (b)(6) I , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING ST ME.MEI-IT UNDER OATH: 

I work in the TOC. 1 deal with th~ tapes of Appache engagemen1s. Any Lime I deal with tape J h:ave a pilot there with me explaining 
what is going on in the video. We usually take 3-5 hours of footage and break it down 10 I(} mimnes . I trained with one of the 
other units that has a \ot of experience in the field . I trained for a couple of days. Us 11 ;1lly the pilots take the hard drives out of the 
Appaches and gives the tapes directly to me. The tape is edited immediately after the crew returns from their engagemenl. You do 
not download the RMM . l cut the b ig parts out of the tape and put it into the Ad~be Premier program and then download it from 
there. We usually do not keep all of the footage. I have had situations wher,: they tell me 10 keep all of the tapes. if there were any 
descrepeflcies during the e11gagement. J was not told to leave anything out of the tape in question . l edited thi s tape i11e same way 
that I would do any other tape. I go throught the RMM with the pilots and pulf the times that they specify were specific to the 
engagement. 1 always pull the information from five minutes before and fi ve minutes after the times that they give me. This is how 
I try to make sure that I do no1 miss anything that could be important. I have never been told to specifically leave anything out of 
any video. The pilots were concern ed that they were danger close to the collats in th is. engagement. I did not intentionally pull the 
audio out that referenced there being a female there. I did not feel like there was anything wrong with this particula:r engagement. 
lb\l3\ lbW6falways goes through the tapes with me and assists me with the tapes and to make sure that everything is okay with the 
videos. The video stays in tile editing mode until I (b)(3), (b)(6) I sees it There are usually only minor changes that I am asked to 
make to the videos. These changes usually i11clude spelling errors and me leaving too much footag e on the tapes. There are some 
parts tha1 they will tel) me to cut out ifl leave footage that is not needed io the video. I do not think that anyone asked me to cut out 
the part where they mention a female on the audio feed . The videos stay in edit mode until it goes through ! (b)(3). (b)(6) I l would 
not cut out that part of the video usually . J do not remember cu tting ou1 that portion of the video. It seems like a fast cut and I 
would not usually cut tbe aud io in mid sentence except if there is cursing. I (bl!3L (bl(6j\vill sometimes make cuts to the video but he 
usually does chat when lam p resenL. 11 is possible 1hai someone got on the computer and made additional cuts to the video wilhout 
my knowledge but I am not awar~ of anyonC,? doing that. There an: 11. few people 1h~1 hav~ access to the computer that 1!1c edicing is 
done on . These people ~nd my:ic lf know the log in in fo rmat ion for the compule i- that the video editing is done 011. The program 
that r wo,rk on snvcs the file eve!")' ten to fifteen minutes. If the night person edited this video it would have been edited at night. 
My edits would usually be done through the day. I was called in early to edit this. video. 

---- -- ---- -- -------- ---------- -- -------- ------ ----N OTHlN G F,
1 

>f ------· ----------- ---- ---------------- ----- ---·-------
b}{3), (b}(6 

~ l 
10. EX~IIBIT 

I 
,1 . INITIALS l r1AKING STATEMENT I PAGE 1 OF (b )(3), (0)(6 3 P-AGES ---

ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING "STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DATED --- -- --
THE BOTTOM OF EACH AOO/T/ONl'.L PAGE MUST BEAR THE IN /rtALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, ANO PAGE NUMBER 
MUST BE IND/CA TED. 

DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006 DA FORM 282:3, DEC 199e, IS OBSOLETE APO PE Vl .00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-046·1 , 19-0057L 037 05/2 1/2019 
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SECRET /fREL TO USA, NZL 

USE THIS PAGE l!F NEEIJED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FOR·M. 

STATEMENTOF l._ _____ (b...:.) ... (3.:.:.)._(b .... )(:..a.6 ... ) ____ .... , _ TAKENAT _1_7_4_5 _____ _ DATED 2010/09/20 

11. $TATEM ENT (Continued) 

•·································•ST A TEMENT FN ni.: nN PAO E l-----·····-·······-·········-·------·--·····--·· 

I (b)(3). (b)(6) 

TA--6 7 
INITIALS OF PERSON -- ITEIYENT I 
-------~(b)(3), (b)(61 PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES 

DA FORM 21J2J, NOV 2mvnr'V __ .... i:-------------------------------AP-D-P'E_v_l _OO .. 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-0461. 19-0057L 038 05/21/2019 
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SECRET HREL TO USA, NZL 

DA TEO 2010/09/20 STATEMENT OF (b)(3), (b)(6) TAKEN .O.T 1745 ---------'~~~---------'- --------
9. STATEMENT (Continued) 

---------- ----·----·-··-···----·-·--·-··-·---·--··•-STATEMENT ENDS ON PAGE 1-----------·--···-·-·--··-·--··-·-····-·--····--······ 

(b)(3), (b)(6 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, (b)(J), (b)(6) , HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT - -;_ _ _________ _J-~- ---

W HI CH BEGINS ON PAGE: 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE _L I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE 

BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 

CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD , WITHOUT 

THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, ~ ... _______________ .......,I ---i (b)(3), (b)(6) r 
WITNESSES: 

administer oaths, this 

al 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 
(b)(3). (b)(6) 

ORGANIU.TION OR ADDRESS 

INITIAL MAKING STATEMEN T 

(b){3), (b)(6) PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES 

DA FOR.M 2523, NOV 2000 >\PO PE v1 00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-0461 . 19-0057L 039 05/21/2019 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AUTHORITY: The solicitation of perso.nal information in conjunction with this 
investigation is authorized under Title 10 USC 3012. 

PURPOSE: The purpose for collecting thjs information is to obtain facts and make 
recommendations to assist the Commander :in determining what action to take with regard 
to a false official statement 

ROUTINE USES: Information obtained during the course of this investigation will be 
used to document relevant facts regarding the matters investigated. It will be used to 
determine the facts leading up to the matters investigated, establish individual 
responsibilities negligence, and to make recommendations for corrective actions and/or 
appropriate administrative actions. Any information you provide may be <lfaclosed to 
members of the Department of Defense who have a need for it in the performance of their 
duties. 

DISCLOSURE MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY AND Tiffi EFFECT OF NOT 
PROVIDING INFORMATION: The private information you furnish is voluntary. There 
will be no adverse effect on you for not furnishing private informatjon, other than that 
certain facts or information might not be otherwise available to the Commander for his 
decision in this matter. The other information you furnish is mandatory. Failure to 
provide the requested information could result in disciplinary or other adverse action 
against you under Artfole 134 UCMJ. 

Having been advised of the provisions of the Privacy Act, I hereby agree to provide 
information concerning this investigation. 

(b)(3). (b)(6) 

nllltea ncIJ11ei1,a11K 

™ 7 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 16-0461, 19-0057L 040 05/21/2019 
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SECRET llREL TO USA, NZL 

SWORN STATEMENT 

For use of this form , see AR 190-45; the proponent agency is PMG. 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 
AUTH0RIT'V: Tl tie 1 o. use Section 301: Tkle 5, USC Section 2951; E.O. 9397 Social Security Number (SSN). 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To document potenllal criminal activay involving tt.e U.S. Army, and to :sllow Army officiols to malriiain discipline. 
law :and order through irwostigation of complaints and ir,cid•nts. 

ROUTINE USES: lnformction provided may be furth~r disclosed to fedorol, state, locm, :ind foreign government low onforeomcr1t 
agencies. prosecutors. courts, child protoctive services. victims. wanesses, the De,partmcnt of Votorans Affairs. ;and 
the Office of Personnel Management. Information provided may be used: for determinations regarding judicial or 
no11-Judlcial punishment. other administratl110 disciplinary actions, security clearances, recruitment, rotcntion , 
placement, and other porsonnel actions. 

DISCLOSURE: Disclosure of your SSN and othi!r information is voluntary. 

1. LOCATION 12. DA TE (YYYYMMDD) , 3 . TIME 4. FILE NUMBER 

BA ORAM Al RB ASE ZOI0/09/20 2100 
5. LAST NAME, Fl,RST NAME, MIDDLE NAME 16, SSN 7. GRADE/STATUS 

(b)(J), (b)(6) I 
8. ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 
Bravo Company, I st BN, 3rd Aviation Rttgiment, TF Kn.ighthawk, T.F Falcon, CJTF-1 OJ, RC-East 
9, 

i,I (b)(3), (b)(6) I , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT UNDER OATH; 

We have Specialists (2 x E4s) that do nil of our ,ideo editing lor us and they hnvc nothing to do with "vi:1tiou. Tht.,y are radio 
operators :=1nd TOC personnel . f wn~ not nchrnlly on the mi~sion in question. During the month of August we \Yere SUJ>porting ANA 
DUSTWUN opcrati1ms tluring the day insupport ofTF Iron Oray in Metherlam Proviilence. We were supporting operations of 1 
A wr day and 2 x A WJ's u night for 2 months. The maintenance on the aircraft wos as through as possible in order to support all the 
required missions . We have 6 aircratl here at BAF, one is always in major Ut>Jintenance w1d that lenves 5 (best case) to support the 
missions. Th(l same aircraft that are being flown at night are lllso llowD during \he day so we run into some mninlanance issues with 
lbc aircrafts. Thi$ was effecting all systems on the aircraft that \.Vere on the missi0n in question. I assisted cutting the video on this 
as I was on doy shift and io the CP \vithout a launch mission at that ti.nu? . I do not remember hearing anything about a female in the 
area We dicl not intentionally cut anything out of U1is video it protects us as much a:s it cloes anyone else. The video actually 
protects our guy:s because rou can sec what is going on when we .arc on mission. I sit hero with thu video editors ns much as 
po~sihlc to hdp cut videos ancl to help listen for the most imporlanl items as in key radio calls regarding PID, RO£, clearance of 
t'irc and 1my tl1ing else of important. T hclicvc that we also had an engagement on U,c day of the mission in question. TI1ese videos 
go all the woy up to Lieutenant General Campbell (RC-East CDR). The videos are reviewed by myself up through! {b\(31 (b\(61 !and 
so on. We used this missfon as a le;;soncd learned by taking our weapons systems in to account and how to adjust theru. We tried 
to look at some of the things that could be done when crews are having issues with their weapons a:s well as effectively employment 
the aircraft in the channeli?.ing terrain. We as a crew talked through the tapes of this an<l another engagemcnl that we had prior to 
this one. The tactical dirl.li:tive indicates that civili1111 casuallies arc more imponant to the overall us mission thnn gening 
insurgency. W,; have to be very carci\Jl when dcaliug witli civilians in Lhe area. There arc mu.ltiple ways to odjust the weapon when 
you are on mis:;iun. You l1ave to mnkc adjustments based on the rounds that you ore put1:ing down. We have a pretty y<mng crew 
here and most of them are still gaining experience. 1 was coming in on dAy shift on the day that these guys returned frorn the 
mission in question. I Lallccd lo the guys and there were alot of concerns. The men on this mission said Lhat thc:ir biggest issue was 
communications . There were many other concerns such as weather. They were not familiar with the area because we had 
conducted any missions in the nrca. The AH-64 employs a VHF, UHF, FMI, FM2, SATCOM as well as intercom with your 
opposilo crew member. Crews break up ndio coverage between aircraft to ensure that all required radios are answered. However 
when too many rudio.s are in operation many limes crews will tum dmm cenain radios in order to better hear certain radio calls. 
The video rcconh:r will record all radios at the same time and rnany times the calls will not be understood by the crews nor the 
video editor. 

-------·---- --- -- --------------· ----- ---------- --NOli 1:>)(3), (b)( ~LOWS---- -------- -- ---- -· - --- - --- -- . - -- -- ----- -- -________________ 

T1r6 76 
10. EXHIBli 

I 
11 . INITIALS OF PE0 !:f'IN •wmJG STATEMENT I PAGE 1 OF lb)(3), (b)(d) 3 PAGES ---

ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING "STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DATED --- -- --
THE BOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIOf\lAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS Of' THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, AND f'AGE NUMBER 
MIJST 8E INOfCA TEO. 

DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006 DA FORM 2823, DEC 1998, IS 0BSOI.E TE APO FE •1 00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs '17-0385, 18-0461. 19-0057L 041 05/21/2019 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NbL 

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO ANAL. PAGE OF THIS FORM. 

STATEMENTOF ._I _..:.(b...:X.:...3..:..:.),..:..<b..:.X:....6.:...) _,.>-1 ______ TAKENAT _2_1_00 ______ DATED 2010/09/20 

9. STATEMENT (COlltinu"d) 

------------------------------------------ST ATEMEr-; (b)(3), (b)(6 N" PAGE 1----------------------·---·--··-·····-···--···-

I (b)(3), (b)(d I PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES 

---------------------1 i-------""""""-------------
INITIALS Of PERSON MAKING 5TATEMENT 

DA l"ORM i/1123, l'IOV 2005 N> O r1av1.oo 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-0461, 19-0057L 042 05/21/2019 
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SECRET I/REL TO USA, NZL 

STATEMENT OF .____,,{b~)(~3~),~{b~)(~6~)_..__ ______ TAKENAT _2_l O_0 _____ _ DATED 2010/09/20 

9 . STATEMENT (Continued) 

----------------------------------------------STA TEMEN·,,_· ~~"-"'<N PAGE 1---------------------·--------------------------
b)(3), (b)( 

AFFIDAVIT 

I, .... I __ (b_)(_3 ____ )._(b_)(_6 .... ) -------------· HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT 
WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE • I FLU Y UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATEMENT MADE 

BY ME . THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 

CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR RE.WARD. WITHOUT 
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITrlOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUEN 

(b)(3), (b)(6 ) 

WITNESSES: Sub law to 

admin~,_-----...,..-:--::::-~i"""!!'""I"" ___ _. ~ (J 
at !-\:,--;.-:\,-.r; '" c-m~n 

ORGANIZATION OR ADORE 5S 

ORGANIZATIOO OR ADDRESS 

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 
...._ _______________ ----(b)(3), (b)( l'-_________ ........,_P_A_G_E __ 3 _o_F __ J_. _P_A_G_E_s_ ... 

OA FORM 28:U, NOV 2006 A.POPE'l1 00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 16-0461. 19-0057L 043 05/2 1/2019 
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SECRET !!REL TO USA, NZL 

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AUTHORITY: Toe solicitation of personal information in conjunction with this 
investigation is authorized under Title l 0 USC 3012. 

PURPOSE: The purpose for collecting this information is to obtain facts and make 
recommendations to assist the Commander in determining what action to take with regard 
to a false official statement. 

ROUTINE USES: Information obtained during the course of this investigation will be 
used to document relevant facts regarding the matters investigated. It will be used to 
determine the fac1s leading up to the matters investigated, es1ablish individual 
responsibilities, negligence, and to make recommendations for corrective actiom and/or 
appropriate administrative actions. Any information you provide may be disclosed to 
members of the Department of Defense who have a need for it in the performance of their 
duties. 

DISCLOSURE MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY AND 'HJE EFFECT Of NOT 
PROVID1NG INFORMATION: The private information you furnish is voluntary. There 
will be no adverse effect on you for not furnishing private infonnation, other than that 
certain facts or information might not be otherwise available to the Commander for his 
decision in this matter. The other information you furnish is mandatory. Failure 1o 
provide the requested information could result in disciplinary or other adverse action 
against you unde1 Anicle I 34, UCMJ. 

Having been advised of the provisions of the Privacy Act, I hereby agree to provide 
information concerning this investigation. 

-
(bX3). (b)(6) 

Z&k(plJ. 
D tc 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 16-0461, 19...0057l 044 05/21f.lO19 
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AUTHORITY: 

PRINCIPAL PU~POSE: 

ROUTINE USES; 

DISCLOSURE; 

1, LOCATION 

Bngram Air Base 

SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

SWORN STATEMENT 
For use of this form. see AR 190-45; the proponent agency Is PMG. 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 

Title 10, USC Section 301 : Title 5, USC Section 2951 ; E.O. 9397 Social Security Number (SSNJ. 

To document potential criminal activity lnvol11in9 the U.S. Army, ond to allow Army offici:il s to maintain discipline. 
law .ind ord11r through inves1igation of complaints and Incidents 

Information provided may be further di~closed to federal, $late, loel!II , ond -foreign governmont l.iw enforcomont 
agencl~;. pro;11cutor,. court;. child proteclive services . victims. wilnesses. the Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
the Office of Personnel Mana~ement. Information provided may be used for determinations regarding judicial or 
non-Judicial punishment. other administrative discipl inary actions, security clearances. recruitment, retention, 
placement, and other personnel actions. 

Disclosure of your S SN ,and other fnformatlol"I is voluntary, 

1

2. DATE (YYYYMIADD) 

2010/09/20 

TIME 

1558 

4. FILE NUWIBER 

6. LAST NAIAE, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME j 6 SSN 7. GRADE/STATUS 

(b)(3), {b)(6) I 
8 ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

9 . 

I. ... I _______ (b_X_3_),_(b_,).._(6 .... ) ___ _._l _______ . WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWJNG STAH!ME!ff UNDER OATH: 

I am thel (b)(3). (b)(6) !The boss and I and l put out standards for flight crews. We hayc given guidance that all flight crews 
involved in an engagement will record the engagement. We have also put out guid,mce on how the tapes should be edited . We are 
very clear in our instructions to the battalion about how these tapes are edited. Tile aircraft has. 2 six GB Hard Drives CRMM) that 
record a little more that four hours of tape. The insrtuctions put ou.l are that if there are any trigger pulls while on mission, the tape 
must be brought in for edi 'ting. for the tape in question, we were not asked for the whole tape until two more days later. Al this 

point the film had already been recorded over and all we hatl was the ed ited version. The:: cditc::d tape that was provided for the 
mission in question was the [ape that edited for the mission. This tape was not specifically edited for the Incident Assesmcnt 
Team. There arc always two RMMs per aircraft but one recording system. I would say thnt about 3.75 hours of the video in 

question was cut out. There is a.lot of nudio that just involves the specifics of 11:Je party involved. The footage j5 edited for 

someone to quickly look at the tapes . We include all of the information from the actual engagements, includ ing target hand-offs 
and engagement clearance. The video editing is done by video editors that we trnin . The editing is not done by the air crew. The air 
crew will debrief the editors and the video editors make the cuts to the video. We do not have a requirement for the air crew to 

make a sworn statement but they are required to give a debrief after the mission. There is no theater guidance in regard~ to what 
happens after engagement. 

-·······-·-·-·-···-···-·-· ···-······ ----· ·-···- ---NOTHING F'OL LO WS------··· --·-···--- --·-···-·····-················-··-···--·- · ·-·-· ---

TA-6 9 
1G. EXHIBIT 

1

11 , INI~ ~ MAKING STATEMENT I (b)(l), (b){6) I 3 PAGES 

ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING ·'STATEMENT OF TAKEN AT DA1EO 

THE OOTTOM OF EACH ADDITIONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATE;MENT, AND PAGE NUMBER 
MUST BE IND/CA TED. 

DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006 DA FORM 2623. DEC 1900. IS OBSOLETE ~PO PE v1 00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-046'1, 19-0057L 045 05/21/20'l9 
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SECRET /fREL TO USA, NZL 

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO FINAL PAGE OF THIS FORM. 

STATEMENT OF!._ ___ ___._(b..._)(._3_..), ..... (b_..)(.__6.,_) ___ _._I __ TAKE N AT _1_5_5_8 _____ _ DATED 2010/09/20 

9. STATEMENT (Con!ir,~) 

------------------------------------ --STA TEl\1ENT ENDS ON PAGE 1----·------·--·---·-----------------------·-----··-·-·····-··--------

INITIALS OF PERSON IIIAKl"f r 
I (b)(3), (b)(6) I PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES 

OA FORM ZIIZJ, NOV ZOOll APO PE vi 00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 16--0461, 19-0057L 046 05/21/2019 
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SECRET HREL TO USA, NZl 

STATEMENT OF (b)(3), (b)(6) TAKEN AT 15 5 8 -----------'--'---'-'-'-'--------- --------- DATED 2010/09/20 

9. STATEMENT (Contin1Jed) 

---------- --------------------------ST A TEM ENT ENDS ON PAGE I----------------------·····-····---------··-···-···--··--·---·····----· 

AFFIDAVIT 

1,_, ____ (._b...,)(3-) __ , (~b~)(6_) ___ ......_ ________ , HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD• READ TO ME THI S STATEMENT 

WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE I FULLY UNDERSTAND rHE CONTENT S OF THE ENTIRE STATEMEMT IJIAOE 

BY ME. THE STATEMENT 1$ TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORREC TIONS AND HAVE INITIALED THE BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE 
CONTAINING THI: STATEMENT. I HAVE MAOE rHIS STATEMENT FREELY_ ..... ____ -_....., ____ ...... __ .. ,,rnouT 

lHReAT OF PUN1SHMENT, AND Wl'rHOU'r COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLU 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

ment) 

WITNESSES: 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRES:S 
(b)(3), (b)(6) 

ORGANlz.ATION OR ADDRE5'5 

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING S 
(b)(3), (b)(6) PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES 

DA FORM 2323, NOV 20011 APO PE v1.oo 

USCENTCOM FOIA.s 17-0385, 18-046'1. 19-0057L 047 05/21/2019 
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SECRET /IREL TO USA, NZL 

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACI OF 1974 

AUTHORITY: The solicitation of personal information in conjunction with this 
investigation is authorized under Title 10 USC 3012. 

PURPOSE: The purpose for collecting this information is to obtain facts and make 
recommendations to assist the Commander in determining what action to take with regard 
to a false o•fficial statement. 

ROUTINE USES: Information obtained during the course of this investigation will be 
used to document relevant facts regarding the matters investigated. It will be used to 
detennine the facts leading up to the matters investigated, establish individual 
responsibilities, negligence, and to make recommendations for corrective actions and/or 
appropriate administrative actions. Any information you provide may be disclosed to 
.members of the Department of Defense who have a need for it in the performance of their 
duties. 

DlSCLOSURE MAl"\JDA TORY OR VOLUNTARY AND THE EFFECT OF NOT 
PROVIDING INFORMATION: The priYate information you furnish is voluntary. There 
will be no adverse effect on ) 'OU for not furnishing private information, other than that 
certain facts or infonnation might nol be otherwise available to the Conunander for his 
decision in tnis matter. Tbe other infonnation you furnish is mandatory. Failure to 
provide the requested infonnation could result in disciplinary or other adverse action 
against you under Article 134 UCMJ. 

Having been advised of the provisions of the Privacy Act, I hereby agree to provide 
il1fom1ation concerning this investigation. 

~~-~~~(b-)(-3)~, (b-)(-6) _ __ ___,H ..... ____ (b-)(-3}_. (b- )(-6} ___ ___,f ~~ ~ 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 16-0461. 19-0057L 048 05/21/2019 
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S~CRBT //REL TO USA, NZL 

SWORN STATEMENT 
For use of this form, see AR 190-45; the prQponent agency is PMG. 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 
AUTHORITY: Title 10, USC Section 301 ; illle 5, USC Section 2951; E.O. 9397 Social Security Number (SSN). 
PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To document potcntiol criminel e¢1ivity lnVQMng the US. Army, and to allow Army o!fieiols to mointnin cllsciplino, 

law and order through investigation of complaints and incidents. 

ROUTINE USES: Information pro\lidod mny bo furthor diselocod to fodoral, st~to, lo~I. :ind foroign govcmmont low onforeomont 
agencies. prosecutors, courts, child protective services. victims. witnesses, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
the Office of Personnel Management Information provided may be used for determinations regarding judicial or 
non-judicial punishment, other administrative disciplinary actions, security cloarances, recruitment, retention, 
placement, and other personnel actions. 

DISCLOSURE: Disclosure of your SSN and other information is voluntary. 

1. LOCATION 12, DATE (YYYYMMOD) 13. TIME 4. FILE NUMBER 

BAGRAM AIRBASE 2010/09/20 2000 
5. LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MIDDLE NAME IS. SSN 7. GRADE/STATUS 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 7 
8. ORGANe.ATION OR ADDRESS 
Bcol-3Alk 
9. 

1.1 (bX3l, (bX6) I , WANT TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING STATEIIIENT UNDER OATH: 

l wa(~J:1 the night of the mission. I believe that I was c3[l~~ti1 .4a, (b)(3j, ~18)1 W<J see two to thr-ee people with weapons 
we would label the area a.s LZ Cherry. When we arrived at the scene six or seven people ran out of the house with weapons. We did 
not have communicati-0ns wilh tbe ground unit. We did not receive corns with the ground, so we calleclj (b)(3l, (b)(6) !for ckarunce 
to fire. We could not get clearance to fire so we kept on flying until we made communication with the ground. I believc that the 
original video shown is of the first two individuals that ran from the house. We engaged lhetwo on the mountain. I believe that we 
got one of the guys on the hill a.nd tl)c other one made it down the hill vicinity tne buildings. The way the mission was presented to 
us was that we were the f:i rst people to enter U1is area in about 1en years. When Wcll-ffiVed there was only one individual on or 
around one of the buildings but after a while we got eyes on aboul six or seven of Lbem. We left to refuel and while we were gon..: 
one uf the ground unit guys was shot. I think tliat I (b)(3)

1 
(b)(6) lwas the one that responded to retrieve the injured person out o[ the 

objective. We were constant ly trying to pass information to the ground unit that they bad one ind ividual that seemed to be 
following them but we were unable to reach them. When the engagemeo\ was over we did see an individual come out of his home 
with a kid following him. We were not aware of any children and woman in the area until after the engagement. I was in the back 
seat of the aircrafi. My gunner was requesting to engage at one point in the video but I to ld him not to engage because there were 
friendlies in 1he area. At one poin t in the engagement me and the other aircrafl split because there was alot of activity in the area 
We tried to have eyes on cvel)1hing that was going on at the time. I d id not know that rounds hit the top of the building as shown in 
the AC-130 video. I believe that one or our biggest lessons learned from this situation was that we needed to ens11.rc that 
communications was set 'Up. AS soon as CH47 landed a11d dropped off ground forces there were people with RPGs and other 
weapons on the scene. With U1c restrictions placed on u s by ROE and U1c Tactical Directive, we have to be very cautious as to what 
weapons we use. If we had tried to fire a hell fire we would hnvo overst.opped our boundaries at tl1c time. We con1inued to fire tl1c 
guns because they were the most fitting weapons for the situation . It is very different to watch the video now from the AC-] 30 
video because he was not in that valley. It was pretty cr87y in the valley. I turned !he tapes in like l usually would after this mission. 
There was nothing done differently outside of our typical procedures after mission. 

~pTHlNG FOLLOWS 
(E)(3), (b)(p) 

TA-h tD 
10. EXHIBIT 

I 
11 . INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT I PAGE 1 OF (b)(3), (b)lb) 

3 PAGES ---
ADDITIONAL PAGES MUST CONTAIN THE HEADING 'STATEMENT OF --- TAl<EN AT -- DATED --
rHE BOTTOM OF EACH AOO/TJONAL PAGE MUST BEAR THE INITIALS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE STATEMENT, AND PA GE NUMBER 

Ml./$7 BE /IVOICAT/:0, 

DA FORM 2823, NOV 2006 DA FORM 2023, DEC 1990, IS OBSOLETE ~l'O PEvl,00 

USCENTC0M FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461, 19-0057L 049 05/21/2019 
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SECRBT HREL TO USA, NZL 

USE THIS PAGE IF NEEDED. IF THIS PAGE IS NOT NEEDED, PLEASE PROCEED TO ANAL PAGE OF THIS FORM. 

STATEMENTCF ._I __ _i;;(b,..)(.;.,3)c,.... (,:;.b.u)(6=.,.) __ __,,_I ____ TAKEN AT _2_00_0 _ _____ DATED 2010/09/20 

9. STATEMENT (Continu"") 

_---------------------------------ST A TEMENT ENDS ON P /\G~):
3

), (b)joi ________________________________________________ _ 

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 
ib)(3), (b)(~) I PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES I 

DA FORM 2123, UOV 2006 APO PE vl.00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461, 19-0057L 050 05/21/2019 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

STATEMENT OF ..._ __ .,_(b.:..)(:...3:.:..) • .,_(b.:..)(:...6)'-----"---- TAKEN AT _2_00_0 _____ _ DATED 20 I 0/0!>/20 

9. STATEMENT (Continued) 

_--------------------------(~)(
3
), (b)~f A TEMENT ENDS ON PAGE I (ql(3), (b)~6l-----------------~--------------------------

AFFIDAVIT 

I, .... I __ _,_(b_._)(,_3)"-, .._(b...,)(...,,6) __ ....._ _________ , HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ TO ME THIS STATEMENT 

WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1, AND ENDS ON PAGE 
BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIO 
CONTAINING THE STATEMENT. I HAVE IMDE THIS STATEMENT FREEL 
THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFL 

WITNESSES: 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS 

ORGANiZ.ATION OR ADDRESS 

INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

ath) 

cer 
lO 

)(3), (b)( ') PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES 

DA FORM 282~. NOV 2006 N'D Pia <1.00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461, 19-0057L 051 05/21/2019 
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SECRET I/REL TO USA, NZL 

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AUTHORITY: The solicitation of personal information in conjunction with this 
investigation is authorized under Title 10 USC 3012. 

PURPOSE: The purpose for collecting this infonnation is to obtain facts and make 
recommendations to assist the Commander in determining what action to take with regard 
to a false official statement. 

ROUTINE USES: Information obtained during the course of this investigation will be 
used to document relevant facts regarding the matters investigated. It will be used to 
detennine the facts leading Up to the matters investigated. establish individual 
responsibilities, negligence, and to make recommendations for corrective actions and/or 
appropriate administrative actions. Any information you provide may be disclosed to 
members of the Department of Defense who have a need for it in the performance of their 
duties. 

DISCLOSURE MANDATORY OR VOLUNTARY AND TI-IE EFFECT OF NOT 
PROVIDfNG INFORMATION: The private information you furnish is voluntary, There 
will be no adverse effect on you for not furnishing private information, other than that 
certain facts or information might not be otherwise available to the Commander for his 
decision in this matter. The other information you furnish is mandatory. Failure to 
provide the requested information could result in discjplinary or other adverse action 
against you under Article 134, UCMJ. 

Having been advised of the provisi< 
information concerning this investi 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Printed Name/Rank 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461, 19-0057L 
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(b)(3), (b)(6) 

TA,-b 10 
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SECR£T /JREL TO US/., N.M: 

PRIVACY ACT STATEMetrr 
AUTHORITY: Till6 10, USC Section 301: Trt1115, USC Seclicn 2951: E.O. 9397 Soca1 Security Numbor (SSN). 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE; To decumentpotentiel eriminel aetMty involving the U.S. Army, mid to allow Pnnyoffldals to main!ain disdpllne, 
IB.v and adorlhrough ill'f'eStigatioo o( cc,mpla:m:s and in,;iden!S. 

ROUTINE USES: Information provided may be llrther-disclosed to federal, state. foc;aJ, and t:ireign govemment law ffl~nt 

11gerlcies, p~. oourts, chid pro4leclivll se,vlces, victims, "Mtnossos, the DEparmenl al Veterans Affairs, and 
!tie Office ol Personnol Management. lnlormation pro.,ided may be used br detllrmin~OII$ regarding Judicial or 
non-judldal punishment, other admtnlstraave dlsdpllnary actions, security clearances, recn;Umen~ relention, 
placemcri, and o'.hor pononnel don$. 

DISCLOSURE: CJiSCIOSura or your SSN a,d Clherlnfcrmalon Is volunary. 

1. LOCATION , 2. DATE (YYYYMMDD) ,3. IIMt:: 4. Mlt:: NUMoc::r< 

TELPHONIC FROM DC LEGAD OFFICE 2010/09/21 1945 
5. LAST NAME, FRST NAME MIDDLE NAME I 6. SSN T. GRADE/STATUS 

(b)(3), (b)(6) L-
8. JV',""I Vl"'i. 

B CO 1-3 AHB, 3 CAB 
9. ,,, 

(b )(3), (b )(6) I , WNITTOMAKE Tl-fEFOLLOWING STATB.!ENT UNOEROA1'\-I: 

We arrived on the scene and Positively Identified (PID) lhc individuals on tbe ground. We saw the men pulli:ng weapons out of a 
bmlding but there were friendlies in the area so we could not shoot at the time. I cannot remember exactly what call sign I was that 
night We could not reach the men on the ground through radio communications. I shot two bursts with the 30mm weapon on the 
armed unfirendly individulll.s coming down fhe hill. I remember that my gun was ott: It was not fuin,g as it was advertised on the 
screen. I was not aware of any civili3lJS in the area but we knew th.at there were qalats in the area. My biggest conccm was the: 
fiiendly furces on the growid At one point they were about twenty meters &om the enemy. Wben l iircd the :friendly forces were 
at least 100 meters away. The individual that I fired a.t may have be¢n about 75 met.en: from the buildings below the hill. The 
individuol. that I fired on was a threat to our forces on 1he ground because he had a -weapon and he was setting up in a tactical 
position to fire on the forces on the ground. 1 did not feel anyprcssure from my pilot ID fire my weapon. Everything worked like it 
normally would except the fact that 1 would have chosen to fire the hellfire whll e the guys were on the side of the mountain. 
People in A:lghanistan are very cautious about firing hellfire weapom. We received extensive briefing:, on the types ofweapom 
used after the mission. The reality of1hat night was that ifwc would have waited any longer to fire we would have lost PID on that 
guy. The terrain in that area is very rougb and tough to navigate, especially at night The radios were a problem that night. Our 
communications were very bad. We bad multiple aircraft in the pattern and -our radios kept getting locked out. Once the C-130 
Open$ the radio frequency we are blocked out for aboul 10 S<:COJ]ds. The communicat:ion.3 were the biggost problem that evening. 
Tht.'Te were multiple time:; that we could have engaged but did not boc,ruso wo exercised tacti=l patience. Due to this;, there was a 
friendly troop shot that night. My mission is to take out the enemy threat and to make sure that T protect our Soldiers. The tactical 
directive was followed as I understand it, we did not intemially engage any dwellings, caves or any places where civilians may have 
been present t would say tliat the one lesson learned from this is to slow down a little bit but there is rarely a mission that allows 
that. We we.e able to clear our ov.ro fires in Iraq. I think: if that was the case in Afghanistan this could have all been avoidod. I think 
if we could stream line the p~s for clearance of lire we would not be in this situation rigbt now. 

- -NOTfllNG FOLLOWS-- ---

™ 11 
10. EXHIBIT I 11 !NIT''" c: nc- PFRl:nN "'•""ING STATEMENT I PAGE 1 OF I (b)(3), (b)(6) I 3 PAGES 

ADDmONAL PAGES MUST COWTAIW THE HEADWG "STATEMEWTOF ___ m,-NAT __ DATED - -
11-IE 801iOM OF EACH ADDTTIONAL PAGE: JJUST BEAR THE INTTIALS OF T1-E PERSON MAKING THE STA TEMetr. AND PAGE NINBER 
MUST BE: INDIClo TED. 

DA FORM ZOZ3, NOV ZOOC DA FORM 2823, DEC 1998, IS OBSOLETE APDPE'll"l.00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461, 19-0057L 053 05/21/2019 
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SECRET HREL TO USA, NZL 

STATEMENT' OF L...>:(b::..c)(,:::.3),,_, ,:::(b.u.)(6:...)..,,1 ________ '1' Ai<1:N AT _19_4_0_____ OATEO 201 0/09/21 

II. STATEMENT (CmfitllJGd) 

1------ ---STATEMENTENDSON PAGE 1- ---------- - ------

~II 
INITIALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 

I (b)(3 ), (b)(6) I I PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES 

DA FORM zm, HOV 200f AP0Pe v1.0D 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461 , 19-0057L 054 05/21/2019 
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SECRET HREL 'fO USA, ~~ZL 

9. STATEMENT (CoriJnued) 

1--------:_s-,11ATEMENTBNDS ON PAGB !---------- -------

AFFIDAVIT 

I, ... I ..l(""b)"'(3;;.,)._, (:.;;b.i.:l(.;.6:..) ,_I ______________ , HAVE READ OR HAVE HAD READ-TO ME. THIS STATEMENT 

WHICH BEGINS ON PAGE 1,.-NOENOS ON PAGE l . I RJL.LYUHOERSTANO THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE srATEMENT MADE 

BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. I HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS ANO HAVE NITIALED THE BOTTOM Of' EACl-1 P.-.GE 

COITTAt-llNG THE STATEMENT. I HAVE MADE THIS STATEMENT FREELY WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEHTORR£WAAD, W ITHOUT 

THREAT OF PUNISHl\4ENi, AJ\10 WITHOUT COERCION. UNLAWFUL INFLU ENCE, IL ______________ _.L- ---
~ (b)(3), (b)(6) 

' . 
WITNESSES: SubSC!ibecl and sv.Qm lo befa"e me. e po/SOil au1horfzed by law to 

admlnltter oa'hs. tl'IIS - -- day ol 
ai - --------- ------- ----

ORGAIIIV,TION OR AODRI;$$ (Signature rl Petsoo Administitmg Oath) 

(T~ Name of Per:san Admlnisterino &h) 

ORGANIZATION OR ADDRESS (Authorily To Administer ~ l { 
INITlALS OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT I (b)(3), (b)(6) I l PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES 

DA FORM 2623, NOV Z006 N>or>E v1.00 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385, 18-0461, 19-0057L 055 05/21/2019 
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S~GRET fl.REL TO USA, NZL 

lSAF/ lJC 21 September 20 I 0 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: I (b)(3), (b)(6) l(TF Knighthawk, B Company, 1-3 Attack) Interview 

1. On 21 September 2010, I interviewed! (b)(3), (b)(6) I via telephone regarding the AR 
15-6 investigation stmounding the even.ts in Tigiran Village on 22 August 2010. I 
administered the oath prior to conducting the iftterview. 

2. l(bX3), (b)(6lstated that they arrived on scene and positively identified (PlD) insurgents on the 
ground. They saw men pulling weapons out of a building, bu t there were .friendlies in the 
area so they could not shoot at the time. They could not reach the friendlies on the ground 
thr-0ugh radio communications. Later, they engaged an armed insurgent coming down a hill. 

l{bX3), (b)(6jstated that his gun was off and not firing as advertised. He was not aware of any 
civilians in the area, but was aware of qalats in the area. His biggest concern was the friendly 
forces on the ground and their close proximity to the enemy.!(b)(3J, (b)(6f believed that the 
individual b.e fired on was a threat to friendly forces, because he had a weapon and was 
setting up in a tactical position to fire on the friendly forces on the ground. He stated that he 
did not feel any pressure from his pilot to fire his weapon. If they had waited any longer, 
then they would have lost PIO on the insurgent He was not aware that any of the rounds 
1mpacted the qalats in the area. 

kb)(3), (b)((JStated that terrain in the area was very ro1.1gh and tough to navigate, especially at 
night. The radios were also a problem that night. There were multiple aircraft in the area and 
the radios kept getting locked out due to multiple communication issues. 

kb)(3), (b)(ijstatcd that they received extensive briefings on weapons employment after the 
mission. He also expressed concern that the Tactical Directive needs to be clearer. He also 
sta1ed that the lesson learned from the night was to slow down a little bit if possible, but that 
there is rarely a mission that allows that. 

3. The oint of contact for this memorandum is the undersi ed at SIPR: 

(b )(3), (b )(6) 

(b)(3), (b)(6) 

Investigating Officer 

USCENTCOM FOIAs 17-0385. 18-0461, 19-0057L 056 05/21/2019 
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SECREl' //REL TO USA, NZL 

FILL ( ~-r ALL YELL" AREAS TnAT PPL 
-. ., .. - ,, ,. - P.C811l>E8REF1NQ. ··,: .... ,- ·c :, < "··>· .. , 
D"t-G: I 20100 821 I MS~.#/ Narm OPI /h\( 111 4a I !UNIT I B<:o 1-3 11SO: 
l\lisson Startrrmo (Z) I 2311 t\lssion• Ena 111uD.1.&. I 0555 1Rou1a I 
~C: I / 1-,\/'.'\1 f h11nl I H_pt]RS 
PC#_! 

Tallll 
I 

N NV~ Pl#f - cs 
,_;; ;~_4a, (b)(4 . ;:.,. 

360 D Other Total: 0.0 

~ (b )(3), (b )(6 
cs 'iallll 306 D ! N NV@ Other Total: - 0.0 1'1#2 -

PC#,3 cs Tall! D r N NVG Oiher- To~ : el#3 
!!.C·.IU cs Tall# D N NVG qtt,er Total: 1?1#4 
_.r -" ... ' - -, ~SUIRARY ...... -- .. 

....I. : 

Lcic:.ation 
Passengers cargo_ ·n me 

t.,pPZ Col)trol Remarks 0/0 P/U DIO P/U ARR I DEP -,-

- TOTAi.< 0 0 0 0 - O'AMRS ... ,. U. ,Pft.ETEQ • . • ~ ;~- ., ·.: .. -·- ... 
--

I 

- --
=-=-•- ·- --·- - -

.!,_ ~ -_,..,... 
- --- - ·:;-r. ·- --- ,_ -~ -- ~ 
~ ~ -·· -

,_ 

NAl START11ME STOP-TIME - Ac·, ,vi I r OBSERVED JVpe '"'Tralnlna Combat 
3-0NM 
2'75P0 
2-..75 RC 
Z',75 IL 
2, 7'1R 
2.75WP 
HECLFRE 
,50 CAI: I 
7.62 

Old you accomplish_ the:mission? Yes X 1110 Flares by M21J.b~- M21J"' w,12c- -
lfnot,whyJ _I~ 

.. Maintenance - - ]'voe 

CXL'd by Knl;htbawlc ICXl.'d by requostlng unlt. 
OIIMfr C lose out vr/PC HUMS 

{~.; 1:-.· '7;:,' .,"'ft, 1 .:-;·.; t ·.• ,.. er/ 11 IKl:J!,'fS ENOOUl'ffE88) , , ; " .:. : : -. . 
·1., ~--···· 

Woapona/J=/lulpn,ent I s~ - Bunkers ·Fighting Po slllon• I 
Mine Field! -, Demonstration M illtant ;Aciivtty Susplclous Aetlvttv I 
Posslble,IED' - . l Fin- Illegal Activity_v Other~ 
VVl!-5~ threar c·nco;untered? ye,• I INo I rv"" DTG: 
Grid: 1Actlon7'aken: . 
Did you nte0rd anv incidents? !Yes - .I No I IDTG: I 
Grtd: .IAlr&(al'tYl<leo Recomer - I Digital camera I 
Was a SPOT tcPOrtsent? 1Yes I t!lo CTG: 
TQcWhom I Grid: 
Dl<I Y,ou_ K~IVe i11JY APR 39 or CMVl'S1VfaminQS? Yes I NO IDTG:• 
Grid: lndic'1\tiOR: - Dlrdction: _ ~\lo: 
Did You l'!eceiYe am, Electronic lntdifere'lcer rMJI Yes ·I INo ITv"" DTG: .. -~- ,, . . ·r :lf ;,;o ' - '.·' .:.:,::·,,• IIDA . . ._. ; ,_ 

'-
Enemv,~ntelSI 1venieus I llnfrub'.Ucture I 

··.c --, -.. ~;, ::.;:;_ "la$$Jqtl"tfMIU'; ., ... --- - --
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SECRET HREL TO USA, NZL 

Departed BAF at2311 IOT to support Opera1io~~1,.L,11.L.;;P'.'bjective wa5 to infil__......,,_,..."'!forces Into 3 x HLZs (HLZ Crane, HLZ Heron, HLZ 
Vulture) IOT to detain two pe,sonnoL We amved over the HI.Zs/ Objective areas et 0022.end assess&d ell HLZs -11,e ICE call was relayed and the 
first CH 1,7 approachltd into HLZ Heron. At this time! /hll1 l1dft /h1f1) /h \(6)f ara In dlnK:t conmunlcatlon with each Cllttcr ;ind bog In 
ins~ng tlKt immedialt anas surrounding the HLZ. j (h i'('i \~ ~~ !are unsuccessful wllh establlsh,ng communications whh the GFC 

(b )( 1).,.,:a,~ .ui..,l\r(6)(~.\~)~,Spectlngthearea around H~ ~lb)lf>td 5 x pu ex.itlng a kulatw'I 200m ofHLZ 
Heron all of which hod ~nd W<!re obvicu9ly in close proximity of the HLZ "ght rtputedly attempted to raifbau.==.w=:J..JJ,(, 

(b .41Jsuccessfully As the 5 x at111ed personnel 119ressed from !tie house ,.WT dl•ided effor1S and monitored all 
personn 11. Establls hed communlcatlC(l,jflf)ll~)l~IJt48tled all of the currtr(b)tll!/~ ( ~9! lmrnedlate at12cks provided that 
weapoMcould~l)~14e /b\/3)~2:<puvlcVCUT, t2.19 with ~l>mm-2 X~'-"-""4.u.A~ll•~,1 x paxv1c_VD219192751 x 
~.)I 4a (h)~td another burst of 30mm on the sama pax with no apparent affect on tht individual and did not attompt anothor bum 
as ht had moved closerto tll• village / COE concems. l (h)(1);1 4a Jcontinued surveillance on the surrounding aroas Identifying 
multiple mdivlduals movmg around tacl!Cally and bounding behind ter,ain for •(191(11 Ji 4a (bl(3X ~(p,JX on a mountain fac» and engaged with 
40mm. In ~dd~!4i3 4a (h)13~f{b)(~~ ,lt~O:t 40 /b)(lfit(t,)~E lC FA. llollf"o mlHao v,c VD 2971 ~001 olc9&83 I X EKIA. Upon 
completing this •ngagement all assets conttnued with loo~ing for Ul~~alS~WT identified 3 x anned pax waikln9 down a road vi, VO 
2267(1Jlftll 4a 16)/'.l)l~~td one burst of ~lfi 4a (b)C:J!rt!Jl)te,ubsequent burst of 30mm -1 X B<IA Continued with surve~lanr:e and 
overhead security until an extracUon w~ arranged. It Is unknown u to whether or not the Z x pax that th~ /b)/111 4d jrorces desired to detain 
YYere ever se<:ured. 

There were several occasion when the INS had closed to wlhln hand grenade range of coalition troops. Spotty commo and proximity 110 friendlies 
made engagements lmpouibla. We chose not to engage on at leasts targets that wo won, cloned to engage based on the "tactlcal direct ive•. 
0uriri9 tho briof it was s tatod that anyo:no loavlng tho objoc8vo was doclared hostilo. Tho crows foll a hlghton CDnco of urgency du-eto tt,o ahaor 
volume 0f pax fitting tilt o~e ancl the chalenges of maintaining continuous PIO due to terrain restrictlons, I felt the use of1he AC•130 
assisting in 'PIO and engagoments and BDA was invaluable. 

PERSON1AKING DEBREF 
PERSON!S) DE.BRIEFED 
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SECRET / _I __ (b_l(-1)-1.4_d __ 

FILI OUT ALL 'E-LOV.. ARBS Tl-f .;T AF"LY 
, .. ,;cc•• ~- ,. - ... ,, IT~llESlllESllCTS ',, .. .,-· - ,,. ~ 

' DTG.: 1 22 0600 AUG 10 MSN #./"Name o,, ( IHI )1 ng, UIIT I TF S1 NZ 11S0: (NZ SO F 
l\llsson· Star:tTi,.,. (2) - 1 16102 IIWssion 1:n me I 0045Z Route I 
AMC: I lhll''l.\ /b\/6 11 - - --i:aou11s .. 

~ - Cl;; MSV fJ 'raw; 157 D N 0.8 NVG 4.8 
1
,~ er Tolal: 5,6 

~ 
PC.#2 - cs MSV55 Tai)j 175 D N 0.8 NVG 4.8 ,~ • Tota.I: 5.6 Pl#2. 

~ b )(3), ( b)( 
cs Taili 5.1 Pl #3 

- ASLT 51 478 D N 0.4 NVG Other Total: $.!I 

PC,#i"" - cs ASLT77 Ta~ 071 D N 0.5 NVG 5.2 ~er Tgtal: 5.7 Pl#4 
~.- , ..• - "1 .• ' ? "IEN ' - . 

~ 

Lcxaifon - Passengers cdI~o . T1tne 
I..Z/PZ Con~ol ~•marks 0 /0 P /U 0/0 P/U ARR DEP ... 

BAF 2150 
WAREHOUSE 52 2210 2220 

BAF 62 1:2 22~1 2240 
OBJECTIVE 52 0035 0045 

BAMYAN 0110 0305 
OBJECTIVE sz 0:S30 O:S4Q 

BAMYAN 18 0405 0425 
WAREHOUSE 52 0500 0505 

BAF 1e 0525 

I 
I 
l 

TOTAL: 174 174 0 0 - AM~ ~ " - ~ 
~ 

~ -- 7j .. --.. ~ 
' ' - ·- -

:c:__ ·- - , - -., ···-~- =--= :...-:.~ ,..;_ ... - - --~--·-·- ~ 

·-··· ,.-
~ - -· 

NA! START llME STO.P'TIME· ACTIYITT OBSERVED Type;_ Training .~ ~ ' 
30!IIM J OO 
2 .75"PD 
2.7SRC 
2.7611.. 
2 .n1R 
2.75WP 
1:iELLElRE" 1 
.50CAI: 
7.62 

Did y ou accompfislt tno mis.s1on1 Yes I 1No ~ I Flares by, M206 ~ 11 ~ZII Z:: 
lfho~ why? I~ I M",1JJtenance. I 1\/De 
CXL'd by Knlo.htflawl< CXL'd by requesting unit 
Othe r C lose out w/PC HUMS 

·:; ·~ :--:- . "" \ ; ENalY Affl\'1 ~, t-,~ , ; .. ,~ ' , · . 

Wo:iiponc/Equlpment I X s~tRJ. - Bunkors I I Flgming .-o oltlons 
Minefiel d I o«nonstration Mllitary ktivltY I I S uspJcioiis; Attlvny I X 
i!'OSs:ible IED I Fire lllega l Actiyity I IP!h&r 
We;s a thrc11tcncoum,re<17 Yes~ 1x INo JType 7 X MAMs WITH WPNS I DTG;_ 
Grid: IAc:tlon Taken: ENGAGED AND KI LLED 8Y 3DMM A'NT 
Did you record any incidents? Yes No OT-G: 
Grid: IAlrcrall viaeo Reco(!2er I I Digital Camera. 
Was a SPOT report sent? - IYes - , X No DTG: 
To Whom I Grid: 
Ck! You Rec~!V&·any AP,R ~s or CMV)'S w a~ ng$'7 Yes No DTG.: 
G;:rld ! I llndlC<\tion: Oircetion: IJWt,.,de;,_ 
Dld'You Rec.ill.-anv Elactronie l(ltarfemneei.rMJIT Yes I No IT""" OTG: 

·• a: ,; .. , - . -.·.· :< • ' 
,., 804 - .. 

enemy flg!ml's! ven1c.1~ ~ - : I lllfmtrUCtlJN!' I 
·, ~ JO~TR!'"" 
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SECRET //REL TO USA, NZL 

LOTS OF MISSION CHANGES AFTER l<H PLANS WALKED IN: 
- MOVED THE MORGAN QRFTO BAMYAN PRTVIA KH QRF UH60s IN THE MIDDLE OF THE AFTERNOON 
- TF 81 REQUESTED NO ONE GO TO BAMYAN PRTPRIORTO INSERT 
- CH47s PICKED UP PM< AT WAREHOUSE AND BROUGHT THEM TO BAF FOR COLD LOAD TRAINING AND LEADER L/U 
GUN, HOOK, AND LIFT ELEMENTS All DEPARTED ON TIME FOR THE OBJECTNE AREA. 

~SIGHT UPON ARRIVAL FOUND THE AREA TO HAVE NUMEROUS MAMs IN THE AO AND THEY COULD PIO WEAPONS,lfiliiij]Ji 
(AC-130) ALSO SPOTTED MAMs WITH WEAPONS IN THE OBJECTIVE AREA. 
THEFIRST CHALK OF CH47s INFllLEDTO HERON BUTCHALk 2 WAS WAVED OFF AT THE "CHERRY" CALL 

(b )(1 )1 . ~~lijERE ON THE AMC AIRCRAFT AND GAVE CLEARANCE TO FIRE ON MAMs WITH WEAPONS WHO WERE 
MOVING TACTICALLY/SUSPICIOUSLY AROUND THE OBJECTIVE AREA. 
AFTER ENGAGING WITH 30MM AND 40MM (AC-130) THE SECOND CHALi( OF CH47 WAS INSERTED TO HERON ANO THE C2 TEAM WAS 
INSERTED INTO VULTURE, BUT AT A DIFFERENTT/D POINT, THE ORIGINAL WAS l.lNTENA8LE, LIFT 2 INSERTEO THE ARF INTO HERON, NO 
ISSUE. 
WE BEGAN REFUEL OPS WITH 2 X UH SINCE TH EA WT WAS STILL ENGAGING AND IDing ENEMY FORCES AROUND THE OBJ AREA. 
TH:£ AWTSOON FOLLOWED TO BAMYAN FOR REFUEL, LEAVING THE AC-130 OVERHEAD. UPON FINISHING REFUEL, WE GOT A CALL TO 
GO BACKTO THE HLZ FOR A CASEV~SHOT WOUND). THE FIRSTFUELED AH DEPARTED WITH THE AMC. WE PICK,EO UP THE 
PATIENTVIC~O HEADED BACK TOWARDS BAM YAN AND PICKED UP LIFT 2 FOR ESCORT SO GUN 2 COULD LINK UP WITH Gl.lN 
1 OVER THE OBJECTIVE. THcTF 81 TEAM DID NOT CALL FOR MEOEVAC UNTIL LATER. 
WE GOT THE CALL FOR EXFIL ABOlJT0300 (AS PLANNED) AND FINISH ED REFUEL OPS FOR A 0330L PICK UP AT HERON AND VULTURE. 
WE HEADED BACK NORTH CH AND UH TO PROVIDE SEPARATION INTO HERON. EJ(FILWENT FINE ANO THE CZ TEAM MOVED SACK TO 
THEIR OROP OFF POINTON VULTURE. WE GOT THE PZ CLEAN CALL AND ALL H£ADEDTO BAMVAN FOR NZ CONSOLIDATION ON THE 
CH47 ANOTF MORGAN TO THE 2X UH60s. DEPARTED FORWAREHOUSE/BAF(CH) AND BAF (UH AND AH). 
END OF MISSION. 
I lb}/1 }1 4a lb)(J} (b){fi\WILL PREP DEBRIEF AND GUN TAPE FOR THEIR ENGAGEMENTS. 
BOA- 7 X KIA, 300-tROUN DS OF 30M MANO l X FA MODEL HELLFIRE 

PERSON-TAKING _DESRIEF 
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Cf, nFF Rel 11tv·,, 1<' f . , 1~::3 .. J~ .J / ...... 1, -..1 - 11 \I 1
111 \: 

Armed IN.S Exiting: Building (AH-~~4 ws·v) 

c rrnrT llr l //1 l, A l<:;A r N ATA 
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Women an crchn1fre:,n,P1Vf ovi ng From 
One Building to Another (AH-64 WSV) 
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51::ERE: I P t " tr .. ~ I' '' ' N" -~J \ - ·I I J ,, ,,. ii I I"\ 

3rd AWT Gun Pass (AH-64 WSV) 
t· . y "'\ 

Angry 22/20:35.1382 

•••1 • 1•1 ."'it f!JI . • - '-' •a-,-,•• -~•·· ."{ ~-·' .-. )_~· .. '-:L-•~.~· IF--•• I ., ... · ·- ·. •"";~ ., .•• , . · • ~- ... ~-- - .. -
-;.-.~[',:-,\',•11t· .~- 1 · , • • ·.. ,(I;. · .• -:'> . . . · ;· •• • h .. 
:::'·'~•~1-<··•-~i;!t,.1_ 11,1 •I•. . .. · . ._!..:. ~;;-.•;c>.~.'.' ., .. ~J.,f · · ;.· • ~-•· •••··.•, .,.-'l"J.1.N•· •....• • :"'Jl•J.' ... , ...... , . . C•.< . ,. , n~' -:• -~,", •,:·,,·:..- •,f• H · 'l · • · · ~;:_-,.e·,• tl -~ •·:'!f<l' . ' .,,:,.i~vo'.!i'·ll tt 7->~r1:i'Y'i1i1l'f/,\:/H-1··-\ ;x·1 · .• , t'i)t::·· t ' ->- . 

. _1-_::: lju_g.~l~d\Group\B\(;·,·:~?;: .. :•.•.)~;;J;,;i.-• •;;<.,< ii~-· · • · , , ... ·l.r7pacts · 
~),:,' ·.' ; : :'!:·/ \, •;-;;:'::"';': .. ". · :: .. · ... '.· .-., (:; ::· .,t.~-~-(;,-'.f;.·._~.:tfiJ·;\._::, i, j;;;.' •: ; :.::-

I,,..-. . .sw1ld1n·g,··· .•.;;-·•--·· · .-... · ,•.·-~,.,;.-,· ,,·:: r' . . l U '• • •fl. • . ~- 0 · ·•·C ,, , •~ "j* · 
, .. ··, ·· • ·. • .•- c·· · · · ~..t'. · •;; '.'.". i' ~:;:~1;" >'· · ':: . . •, - ,.,,f .·~" ?\,: . '· _ _,, . 

-\ 
~ .. J (b)(1)1Aa, (b)(3), (b)(6} .. 

~-) . ~ 

~ .. :· r-: --
• Cl! 

,, '• 
,,...,~:-t: 

• I--·-----·-
Im ;#ff . ~: . .-' ~\;;~;( 

.. ::,;·:..,-- ':- .. -.,. II ,:.~:~. 
, ,1•:..·· Ill -

• 
crrorT r>r:t /!1 ICP. I CP. r ll,IATA 
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r: r r f:r r Pl'. /. I •C .A IC: /'. I P.,I A T() 

3nd AWT Gun Pass (AC-130 WSV) 
~ .tz . - -

,I- c:ru: T 11: i:1 lit J<;;A IC:/\S MA.TA 
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20:34 :32 

20:34:47 

20:34:49 

20:34:55 

20:35:06 

20:35:26 

SECRET //REL TO lfflA, N2L 

TRANSCRIPT ~ 

All parties involl(l'!xfl~1.4a, (b)(3)I l:HtEi>pne more target, one more milita,ry aged male with a 
weapon at the previous engaged grid, will be engaging shortly. 

I (b)(1)1.4~ 

Frortj (b)(1)1.4a, (b)(3), (bX6) l can you relay that last message. 

Slasher 02.1 {b){1)1.4a ~ they're going to be re-engaging one more enemy mover 

with a P'ID'd weapon. How copy? 

RA!(,n1.4a, (b){l),l(b}flJs a good copy~ leared to engage. 

Th(&~sb1 .4a, (b)/3)! ~Iclea(ed to engage] have five [yeah, he's I imping! non-friendly 

personnel [cleared to engage] next to a building approximately 200 meters (Firing -

(b)(1~1.4a, (b}(3Jl~111ass) in front of your ground patrol, the grouno p;;itrol is moving toward 

the people, huddled by the building, at least one is female. (Note: AWTvideo/audio 

ends at 20:35:40 with the word building and then jumps to 20:35:52, the words at le;:: 

one is female is not on the video provided by AWT). 

20:35;51 (b)(1 )i .4a, (bl(~X:~~s. 

20:35:54 

20:36:01: 

20:36:44 

F~oml1.4a, (bX3t (1"(8% guys right here they want to shoot, they Just shot at him and 

missed. Got him in sight? Yep. I need to make an adjustment though. Okay. What 

weapon? I can hit him with a hellfire. Shoot. Shoot. (20:36:~~5\s 

tra nsmitting in the background) No hellfire. Shoot. Fir~i)1.4a, (b)(3))(ti)~ss at 20:36:03 -

miss, impacts are long, do not appear to hit huddled grott,xi)1.4a, (bX3)j(B~6Pass 

20:36:09, rounds appear to impact roofs of buildings next to huddled group, but not 

group itself.) Yeah, got to adjust. Did you get him? Cease fire. 

Fr1Dm61.4a, (bX3A ~R(l}a rties involl(embL4a, (b)(3l!Vi~ to engage that last guy again, he is 

wounded and he's making his way toward the five personnel huddled against the qalat 

wa ll \ilr.tb1.4a, fbl(3l!~o~ioned. Stand-by for grid, VD) {b}(1l1 .4a ~ I say 
again, VOl (bX1)1.4a ~ One enemy confirmed armed, however, he's got 

<:DE issues surrounding him now (transmission ends at 2.0:36:39). 

Fr<Qmtl1.4a. (bl{Jl. kh~ks like personnel are all at this compound right he(lf)1!)1.4a. (b)(3l,!lb)(6) 

copies, looking, we got those personnel that he's going near. Yeah, there's like 20 of 

them, 20 of them ( this group appeats to be the sarl"le huddled group, moving along the 

edge of the building, ~md possibly more personnel coming out of the building-same 

building that rounds just landed on top of). 
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ambush of the NZPRT patrol on 3 August 2010, was commanded and comprised of 
personnel from the village of Tigiran, located within the adjacent province of Baghlan. 
Note that the Response Task Force comprising CRU and NZSAS personnel and 
supported by PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 ISAF ISR assets and coalition air 
targeted the insurgent group located within the village of Tigiran on 22 August and 3 
October 2010. 
Note that ISAF has determined that the Tigiran based insurgent group's capacity and 
capabil ity to conduct further operations has been severely disrupted as a result of the 
operations. 
Note that the allegations into civilian casualties and destroyed houses were 
investigated by a joint assessment team and they concluded that the allegations were 
baseless and cleared the actions of the Response Task Force and coalition air of all 
allegations. 
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C SECRET 

NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE 
Te Ope Kaatua o Aotearoa 

HEADQUARTERS NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE 
Private Bag, Wellington, New Zealand 
Telephone: ?SR(sen)1, PSR(tC)3 Facsimile: PSR(sen)1, PSR(tC)J Email: PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Minister of Defence 

3130/DSO/4 

/0 December 2010 

NZSAS (TF81) OPERATIONS IN BAGHLAN PROVINCE AUGUST AND 
OCTOBER 2010 

__ ___ _e_urpo_se ______________________________________________________ ---------

1. The purpose of this note is to inform the Prime Minister of the 
operations conducted by the NZSAS Task Force and Crisis Response Unit 
(CRU) in Baghlan Province, Afghanistan on 22 August and 03 October 2010. 

Background 

2. On 3 August 201 O, a daytime NZPRT Patrol led by Lt O'Donnell was 
ambushed in the North Eastern region of Bamian province by an insurgent 
group, which operated from the Talewa Berfak district of Baghlan province, 
approximately 20km away. 

3. As a direct result of this insurgent activity, the NZSAS Task Force 
supported by PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 and ISAF 
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) assets, commenced 
active intelligence gathering on this insurgent group. The intelligence 
gathered over a two week period established that the insurgent group's 
leadership and base of operations was centred on the village of Tigiran, within 
the Talewa Beriak district of Baghlan. Commander ISAF, General Petraeus, 
approved the designation of the two principal insurgent commanders of this 
group as "me_dium value targets" and their names were added to the ISAF 
Joint Prioritisation Effects List (JPEL)1

. 

4. From the intelligence provided the CRU, supported by the NZSAS, 
developed an operation plan targeting the insurgent leadership which was 
approved by the Afghan Ministry of Interior (MOI) and Commander ISAF to 
disrupt the insurgent operations centred on Tigiran village. The operation was 
conducted on the night and early morning of 21 /22 August, and a follow-on 
operation was conducted on the night 2/3 October. 

1 PSR(S)1 

SECRET 
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Outcome: Operation One 21/22 August 2010 

5. The intent of the combined CRU/NZSAS Response Task Force (RTF) 
operation was to disrupt the Tigiran based insurgent group's capacity and 
capability to target coalition forces, including the NZPRT within the Baghlan
Bamian border region. Prior to the launch of the operation the Ministry of 
Interior Criminal Investigations Division issued two Arrest Warrants for the two 
principal insurgent commanders and these were to be enforced by the 
members of the CRU participating in the operation. 

6. The combined RTF comprising PSRcs,1.Psac•12·••ac•13 CRU personnel, PsRcs)2, PsRcs)3 

NZSAS personnel, and supported by ISAF ISR assets, and coalition air 
support from helicopters and planes operated in the vicinity of Tigiran village. 
The RTF landed near the village at 0030 hours on Sunday 22 August. The 
RTF was on the ground for approximately three hours and in that time 
sustained one casualty ("5

R<••nl
1

- PsR(tc)3 - please protect). Coalition air support 
and the RTF engaged a number of insurgents throughout the operation and it 

-is estima1ea·t1iat u·~ff6-nineinsurgents were killea-6y lfiecoaliti6ri air-supporf.- ..... - .. - - -- . --
The RTF searched three buildings and destroyed a quantity of weapons, 
ammunition and explosives. During the operation two of the three buildings 
searched caught fire, the first was caused by explosives igniting the structure 
and the second was caused by an unattended cooking fire left burning when 
the inhabitants departed. 

7. Following the operation Afghan citizens from the Talewa Berfak district 
alleged that up to twenty (20) civilians had been killed by aerial bombardment 
and twenty (20) houses destroyed by fire. Based on these allegations and 
reported in the New York Times, a joint assessment team composed of 
representatives from the Afghan Ministries of Interior and Defence and ISAF 
officials conducted a full assessment of the operation. The assessment team 
visited the provincial and district capitals, the hospital where the alleged 
casualties were receiving treatment, viewed the gun tapes from the coalition 
air assets and spoke to the NZSAS personnel. As a result of their 
investigation, the joint assessment team concluded that the allegations were 
baseless and categorically cleared the actions of the RTF and coalition air of 
all allegations. The assessment concluded that "having reviewed the evidence 
there is no way that civilian casualties could have occurred". The joint 
assessment team's report has not been released beyond Headquarters ISAF 
and our knowledge of the findings are based on the comments provided by 
the NZSAS Task Force commander, who was permitted to read the report. 

8. Furthermore, Headquarters ISAF has determined that the Tigiran based 
insurgent group's capacity and capability to conduct further operations has 
been severely disrupted as a result of the operation, with nine insurgents 
killed, a quantity of weapons, ammunition and explosives destroyed and the 
two insurgent commanders reported to have moved to safer areas, including 
Pakistan and more remote areas of Baghlan province. 

SeCReT 
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Outcome: Operation Two 2/3 October 201 O 

9. Following on from the successful operation of 22 August, further 
intelligence reported that the principal insurgent commander had returned to 
Tigiran village and was located at his house. The RTF then commenced 
planning for a follow-on operation based on this new intelligence; this was 
approved by the Ministry of Interior and Headquarters ISAF. The operation 
was conducted in a similar style to the previous mission, but utilised different 
landing and recovery zones. The Task Force comprised •s•is>,. •sR(s)2.•s•is)3 CRU 
personnel:""•P• .. NZSAS personnel, and was supported by ISAF ISR assets, 
and coalition air helicopters and planes. Upon landing the Task Force quickly 
secured the target building and searched the premises, but no Afghans were 
present and the force extracted from the area without incident. 

10. Headquarters ISAF assess that this operation had a further disrupting 
effect on the insurgent group, notwithstanding the fact that the insurgent 
commander was not detained by the CRU. 

Recommendations 

11. It is recommended that the Minister: 

a. Note that the intelligence concluded that the insurgent group 
responsible for the ambush of the NZPRT patrol on 3 August 
2010, was commanded and comprised of personnel from the 
village of Tigiran located within the adjacent province of 
Baghlan. 

b. Note that the Response Task Force comprising CRU and 
NZSAS personnel and supported by PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 

ISAF I SR assets and coalition air targeted the insurgent 
group located within the village of Tigiran on 22 August and 3 
October 201 0. 

c. Note that ISAF has determined that the Tigiran based insurgent 
group's capacity and capability to conduct further operations has 
been severely disrupted as a result of the operations. 

d. 

e. 

Note that the allegations into civilian casualties and destroyed 
houses were investigated by a joint assessment team and they 
concluded that the allegations were baseless and cleared the 
actions of the Response Task Force and coalition air of all 
allegations. 

r this note to the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. 

J.MATEPARAE ~ 
Lieutenant General 
Chief of Defence Force 

SECRET 
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COVER SHEET 
To accompany documents to 

Minister of Defence 

CRU AND NZSAS OPERATIONS IN BAGHLAN PROVINCE AUGUST AND 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

MoD Tracking#. Minister's Tracking#: 

NZDF Tracking# 52-1 / :«,_ ru 
(For Minister's office) 
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CRU AND NZSAS OPERATIONS IN BAGHLAN PROVINCE AUGUST AND 
OCTOBER 201 O 

1. On 3 August 2010, a daytime NZPRT Patrol led by Lt O'Donnell was 
ambushed in the North Eastern region of Bamian province by an insurgent 
group that had an active history of targeting Afghan National Security Forces 
(ANSF) and coalition forces within the Baghlan-Bamian border region. This 
insurgent group was based in the neighbouring province of Baghlan, centred 
on the Talewa Berf<?k district (approx 20km away). 

2. Following this attack, the Afghan Ministry of Interior (MOI) Crisis 
Response Unit (CRU) supported by the NZSAS Task Force and other ISAF 
coalition partners, commenced planning to disrupt this insurgent group's 
capacity and capability to target coalition forces, including the NZPRT within 
the Baghlan-Bamian border region. The Chief of Defence Force Lieutenant 
General Mateparae approved the operation and it was launched on the night 
21 August after gaining additional approval from the MOI and Commander 
ISAF. The MOI issued Arrest Warrants for the two principal insurgent 

- C ___________ commanders, whichwereto_beenfo~ced~~Y !heCRU. ____ ~. ___ _ .---··-· ·-. -- -... ,. 

C 

3. The force for the operation consisted of a combined ground force PSR(S)1 
PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 • • 

. . CRU personnel and NZSAS personnel) supported by coallt,on 
helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft (including Unmanned Aerial Vehicle or 
UAV). The ground force landed near a village of Tigiran in Baghlan province 
at 00.30am on Sunday 22 August. The force was on the ground for 
approximately three hours, and during that time a large number of armed 
insurgents, operating in small groups attempted to outflank the force and fire 
on it from high ground. The armed insurgents were engaged by coalition 
helicopters and aircraft. The ground force searched three buildings and 
destroyed a quantity of weapons, ammunition and explosives, but did not 
locate the two insurgent leaders. The ground force departed at approx 
3.30am. During the operation nine armed insurgents were killed by the 
supporting coalition helicopters and aircraft, and one NZSAS soldier was 
injured when a wall collapsed on him. The soldier was evacuated and has 
subsequently returned to NZ for further medical treatment. 

4. Following the operation allegations were made that up to twenty (20) 
civilians had been killed by aerial bombardment and twenty (20) houses 
destroyed by fire 1• Based on these allegations a joint assessment team 
composed of representatives from the Afghan MOI and Defence and ISAF 
officials conducted a full assessment of the operation. The assessment team 
visited the provincial and district capitals, the hospital where the alleged 
casualties were receiving treatment, viewed the "gun tapes" from the coalition 
aircraft and spoke to NZSAS personnel. As a result of thei r investigation the 
assessment team concluded that "having reviewed the evidence there is no 
way that civilian casualties could have occurred" and the actions of the ground 
force and coalition air were cleared of all accusations. 

5. Headquarters ISAF assessed that as a result of this operation the 
insurgent group's capacity and capability to conduct further operations had 
been disrupted. A follow-on operation was conducted on the night of 2 
October, but passed without incident. No insurgents were encountered and 
no shots fired. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Note: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
2 

1. During the operation on 22 Aug, two of the three buildings searched caught fire, the first 
was caused by explosives igniting the structure and the second was caused by an unattended 
cooking fire left burning when the local inhabitants departed. 

__ .,..__ · -- ·•---, ___ -ie. '"'- ---..z- - · ------·- - - · -- . --- - - - - . -- . -- ----· ~ - - -· - - -. . 
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Risks (Not For Release) 

Associated with Releasing Information 

If New Zealand is identified as the main coalition ground force on these 
operations, then the risks are: 

• Insurgent groups will be more motivated to conduct a retaliatory attack 
targeting the NZPRT along similar lines to their attack on 3 August 
2010. [Medium] 

• The release may undermine the cooperation from locals who interact 
with the NZPRT. However it has been reported that some locals have 
distanced themselves from the actions of the insurgents operating in 
their area. [Low] 

· • The release may compromise future operations by coalition forces 
f - - · ------ -- --incl1:1di-r-1§--these-ef-the-NE:-BF--within-the--Baghl-an-provlm::;e~lnstirg·en+-"-=-..c.-- - · --- =-- - ---" 

groups may analyse the previous actions of the coalition force in an 

C 

attempt to predict the likely tactics and techniques of any future action 
potentially denying the element of surprise to the coalition. [Low] 

• The release may also have a positive effect by demonstrating New 
Zealand's resolve and high capability to strike insurgent groups that 
seek to undermine the GIRoA, ISAF and NZPRT. 

• The release will place more pressure of the NZ Government to release 
more information about NZSAS operations in Afghanistan. (Release of 
information on NZSAS operations is on a case by case basis). 
[Medium] 

From the Environment and Insurgents 

The Talewa Berfak insurgent group operating within the Baghlan province still 
possess an ability to target Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) and 
NZPRT operating within the Baghlan-Bamian border region. These groups 
have recently been reported threatening to target ANSF, coalition forces and 
the NZPRT. 

Assessed risk remains as Medium and is unchanged from the current threat 
posed from insurgent activity in the Baghlan-Bamian border region 

Risk Mitigation 

As a result of the ambush on 3 August and recent threats by these insurgent 
groups, the NZDF and NZPRT have taken active measures to ir:icrease their 
force protection when operating in this border region. These have included 

PSR(S)2, PSR(S)3 
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PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Tuesday, 31 August 2010 8:40 a.m. 

PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Subject: Media article 

(SEEMAIL] [ReSTR:IGTW] 

PSR(Mr1)1 P� 
1 

Morning - the article below might be of interest, if you haven't already seen it (from the "War on Terror'
website). 

Monday,August30,2010 

AFG Civilian Casualties in Baghlan Confirmed 
------- - ------- --- - - --------- ------·--- . --- . -- - ------- --- - - - - - - - · - ---

Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in 
Baghlan 

ISAF Joint Command 

08.29.2010 KABUL• In response to Baghlan provincial governor's concerns about civilian casualties, a joint 
assessment team composed of representatives from the ministries of interior and defense, and International 
Security Assistance Force officials, conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 22 in Talah wa 
Barfak District, Baghlan province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the intended target and 
instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian casualties. 

Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the intended target. 

The team discovered the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons team video. The 
assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant rounds. 

'We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people of Afghanistan, 
and in this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalis, ISAF Joint Command director of plans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and concerns are 
with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial governor and chief 
of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civilian casualties, 
however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds striking the unintended 
buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civilian casualty allegations," said Zadalis. "We 
want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information available. and set the record 
straight." 

"The information contained in this email message is intended only for the addressee and is not 
necessarily the official view or communication of the Ministry. If you are not the intended recipient 
you must not use, disclose, copy or distribute this message or the information in it. If you have 
received this message in error, please email or telephone the sender immediately." 

13/12/2010 Bk6.001.000005 

172



173,, 
Joint assessment team confirms possibility of civilian casualties in Baghlan 
296 words 
31 August 2010 
The Times of Central Asia 
TCASIA 
English 
(c) 2010 Asia Pulse Pty Limited. 

KABUL, August 30 (NATO News Release) -- In response to Baghlan provincial governor's 
concerns about civilian casualties, a joint assessment team composed of representatives from 
the ministries of interior and defense, and International Security Assistance Force officials, 
conducted a full assessment of an operation on Aug. 22 in Talah wa Barfak district, Baghlan 
province. 

The team determined that several rounds from coalition helicopters fell short, missing the 
intended target and instead striking two buildings, which may have resulted in civilian 
casualties. Insurgents were using the building as a base of operations; however, it was not the 
intended target. 

The team discove~ed the accidental short rounds during an examination of the air weapons 
team video. The assessment determined a gun site malfunction was the cause of the errant 

- ~ -,,.ro=u1•;cJs. - - · --- · · • · - · --· - ---- - --------- · --

"We regret any possible civilian loss of life or injury. Our first objective is to protect the people 
of Afghanistan, and In this case we may have failed," said U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Timothy M. 
Zadalls, ISAF Joint Command director of p lans and projects and team lead. "Our thoughts and 
concerns are with the family and friends of those civilians who may have been injured or killed." 

During their assessment, the team received operational briefings, met with the provincial 
governor and chief of police and reviewed weapons-system video. 

Initial reports from the ground operation Indicated 13 insurgents were killed, with no civlllan 
casualtles, however close examination of the weapons system video showed the errant rounds 
striking the unintended buildings. 

"This is exactly why we send assessment teams to look into all civillan casualty allegations," 
said Zadalis. "We want to be sure we understand exactly what happened, review all information 
available and set the record straight. " · 

Document TCASIA0020100901e6Bv0000d 

ISAF to probe allegations of civilian casualties 
133 words 
30 August 2010 
Pajhwok Afghan News 
APAFGH 
English 
(c) 2010 Asia Pulse Pty Limited. 

Pajhwok Report - Aug 30, 2010 - 17:53 

KABUL (PAN): The International Security Assistance Force Joint Command Monday ordered an 
investigation into allegations of civilian casualties during an August 22 operation in northern 
Baghlan province. 

In a statement, the NATO-led force said The ISAF Jofnt Command commander had ordered the 
investigation based on information contained in the joint initial assessment team's report. 

The assessment team determined severa l rounds from coal ition helicopters fell short, missing 
the intended target and instead striking two build ings, which might have resulted In civilian 
casualties. 

Bk6.001.00000 
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"We are here to protect the people of Afghanistan . Civ ilian casualties reduce the confidence of 
the Afghan people and erodes trust placed in us," said US Army Lt. Gen. David M. Rodriguez, 
ISAF Joint Command commander. 

Document APAFGH0020100831e68u0000b 

Afghan violence reverses gains; 7 soldiers are killed after weeks of decline in NATO 
casualty rate 
BY ROD NORDLAND 
426 words 
30 August 2010 
International Herald Tribune 
I NHT 
5 
English 
© 2010 The New York Times Company. All Rights Reserved. 

Seven American soldiers were killed in fighting in eastern and southern Afghanistan over the 
weekend, after severa I weeks of declining death tolls among NATO forces. 

In western Afghanistan, In Herat Pro~ioce, police officersJound the_bullet-riddl~d bodies of five ____ _ 
missing campaign workers for a female candidate in next month's parliamentary elections, ani:f_ 
a body was found of another candidate for Parl iament w ho had been shot and killed, Afghan 
officials said Sunday. 

The American servicemen were killed in five separate incidents, according to statements from 
the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force, known as ISAF. On Sunday, an American 
soldier was killed by an improvised explosive dev ice in southern Afghanistan, while another died 
as a result of an insurgent attack in southern Afghanistan, the NATO force said. 

On Saturday, attacks by militants in eastern Afghanistan killed two American soldiers in one 
incident and one in a separate incident, while two other Americans were killed by an improvised 
explosive device in southern Afghanistan. 

NATO officials did not release any further details. 

The incidents brought the monthly death toll among coa lition soldiers to 62 as of Aug. 29, 
compared with 88 in July, according to lcasualties.org, which tracks coalition fatalities. In June, 
the bloodiest month of the nine-year war, 102 NATO soldlers were killed, according to 
icasualtles.org figures. 

At the same time, NATO forces have nearly tripled in Afghanistan since the beginning of 2009, 
with a total of 123,000 now. About 100,000 of them are Americans. 

In the Herat Province incident, the police sa id 10 campaign workers for Fawzia Gilani, a current 
member of Parliament who is running for re-election, had been abducted in the Adraska n 
District last week. Five of them were discovered shot and killed on Sunday, said Col. Noor Khan 
Nikzad, a spokesman for the provincial police. 

Elsewhere in Herat, in the Shindand District, Abdul Manan, a candidate for Parliament who was 
on his way to a local m osq ue, was shot and killed by a gunman on a motorcycle, according to 
Colonel Nikzad. 

In northern Baghlan Province, a NATO investigation gave credence to reports from local officials 
that e ight civilians were killed during a night raid last week. 

ISAF said in a statement released Sunday that a " full assessment" of the incident early last 
week In Talah wa Barfak district had determined that a helicopter that fired into the wrong 
build ing " may have resulted in civilian casualties." 

Document IN HT000020100830e68u00001 
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People protest against civilians death in US forces operation in Afghan north 
216 words 
29 August 2010 
19:33 
BBC Monitoring South Asia 
BBCSAP 
English 
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express pennisslon of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report by privately-owned Afghan Arz.u TV on 28 August 

[Presenter] A number of residents of Tala wa Barfak District of Baghian Province [in northern 
Afghanistan) have staged a demonstration to protest against the kill ing of civilians in an 
operation of US soldiers. The protesters claim that at least 20 civilians had been killed as a 
result of the US forces' operation in the district. 

[Correspondent] Protesters, who were chanting slogans of death to America, demanded the 
central government, the international community and human rights organizations to stop such 
operations. They claim that if this practice is continued they will close the Bamian-Baghlan road 
which passes through Tala wa Barfak District. According to them, five civilians were killed and 

··-----·tG-oth-ersinjured·in-the-l:JSion:es1-op-erationin-the-T'inla1a11 a, ea of-9"-a-ta-wa-B-arfak-;-It-is--'--- ·-·-....;... ___ -=---=--=--
reported that children and women were among the victims of the incident. 

The protesters said that the [US) forces had attacked the village at night and the protest ended 
after two hours following issuing a resolution. 

[Video shows an angry demonstration on a street, people stepping on a US flag] 

Source: Arzu TV, Mazar-e Sharif, in Dari 1500 gmt 28 Aug 10 

ac7ec22a 

Document BBCSAP0020100829e68t00lmd 

People protest against civilians death in US forces operation in 
Afghan north 

SAP20100829950033 Mazar-e Sharif Arzu TV in Dari 1500 GMT 28 Aug 10 

. People protest against civilians death in US forces operation in Afghan north 

Text of report by privately-owned Afghan Arzu TV on 28 August 

[Presenter] A number of residents of Tala wa Barfak District of Baghlan Province [in northern 
Afghanistan] have staged a demonstration to protest against the killing of civilians in an operation 
of US soldiers. The protesters claim that at least 20 civilians had been killed as a result of the US 
forces' operation in the district. 

[Correspondent] Protesters, who were chanting slogans of death to America, demanded the 
central government, the international community and human rights organizations to stop such 
operations. They claim that if this practice is continued they will close the Bamian-Baghlan road 
which passes through Tala wa Barfak District. According to them, five civilians were killed and 16 
others injured in the US forces' operafion in the Tirgaran area of Tala wa Barfak. It is reported that 
children and women were among the victims of the incident. 

The protesters said that the [US] forces had attacked the village at night and the protest ended 
after ·two hours following issuing a resolution. 

[Video shows an angry demonstration on a street, people stepping on a US flag) 

Bk6.001.00000 



176
( 

[Description of Source: Mazar-e Sharif Arzu TV in Dari -- privately-owned television station 
launched in 2007 by Kamal Nabizada who is said to have good ties with Balkh provincial governor 
Atta Mohammad Nur.} 

Two NATO soldiers, eight civilians killed in Afghan violence 
Sardar Ahmad 
588 words 
25 August 2010 
03:01 
Agence France Presse 
AFPR 
English 
Copyright Agence France-Presse, 2010 All reproduction and presentation rights reserved. 

Two foreign soldiers died Tuesday fighting insurgents in Afghanistan, the NATO alliance said, as 
Afghan authorities said international forces had killed eight civilians in a recent operation. 

NATO's International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) said It was aware of the charges by some 
Afghan officials that Its soldiers had killed civilians during a raid against Islamist rebels in the 

-.-< --- --r;o·rthe-rr,p-roVince7:1f'Ba·gn1an. -- - - - - - ----- - --- - ---- -

C 

"On Sunday we saw 11 helicopters coming," Mohammad Ismail, the district chief for Tala Wa 
Barfak, where the incident took place, told AFP. 

"Some of the helicopters landed deploying troops. They carried out attacks there. They killed 
eight people, all civilians," he said. 

Tala Wa Barfak Is a remote district in Baghlan, where Taliban insurgents have established a 
significant presence in recent months. 

The district chief said that about a doz:en other people, "all of them civilians," were injured in 
the raids, which he said had lasted for "hours". 

An ISAF spokesman said the claims were be ing investigated, adding: "However, current 
operational reporting does not support any civilian casualties." 

· Civilian casualties caused by foreign forces have fallen this year, with NATO troops responsible 
for about 22 percent of more than 1,200 non-combatant deaths in the first half of 2010, a 
recent UN report said. 

Afghan civilian casualties in the war launched against the Taliban regime in October 2001 Is a 
sensitive issue that sometimes leads to violent anti-West protests. 

President Hamid Karzai has long been calling on his Western backers, the US and NATO 
members with 141,000 troops in Afghanistan, to protect non-combatants during operations 
against rebels .. 

Karzai has said. that civilian casualties erode public support for his administration, already 
unpopular among Afghans because of rampant corruption among its officials and its failure to 
provide security. 

Meanwhile, ISAF said two foreign soldiers were killed in southern Afghanistan Tuesday, bringing 
to 13 the number of troops killed in the country since the weekend. 

An American soldier was killed by a bomb in southern Afghanistan, and an ISAF soldier whose 
nationality was not disclosed was ki lled In fighting against Insurgents, also in the south, the 
NATO-led force said. 

The latest deaths bring to 458 the number of international soldiers killed in the Afghan war so 
far this year, compared with 520 for the whole last year. 

Bk6.001.00000 
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Thirteen International soldiers have been killed since Saturday, seven of them Americans, 
according to an AFP tally based on that kept by the icasualties.org website. 

The force said it had killed 35 rebels during operations east of Kabul launched to secure troubled 
regions anead of Afghanistan'.s September parliamentary elections. The figures cou ld not 
independently be verified. 

The violence is worsening as the militants spread into the north and west of the country from 
their traditional strongholds In the south and east. 

The head of the US Marine Corps, speaking in the United States after a visit to Afghanistan, said 
he believed Afghan forces would not be ready to take over from US troops in Afghanistan's 
southern provinces for a few more years. 

"It will be a few years before conditions on the ground are such that turnover will be possible for 
us," Genera l James Conway told reporters, referring to Marines deployed in the provinces of 
Helmand and Kandahar. 

His comments were the latest sign from US military leaders that a major troop withdrawal 
remained a long way off, despite the July 2011 deadline set by President Barack Obama. 

-('- --- - --- ----·----- - - - - - --~- --~=-- - -~~- ~~.~~-~--=-~ 
burs/bsk/dk 

Document AFPR000020100824e68o006mx 

Afghan official says six civilians killed in NATO strike 

SAP20100823950060 Kabul Paihwok Afghan News in English 1203 GMT 23 Aug 10 

Afghan official says six civilians killed in NATO strike 

Text of report in English by Afghan independent Pajhwok news agency website 

Pol-e Khomri: Six civilians, including a woman and a child, were killed and as many wounded 
during a NATO airstrike in northern Baghlan Province, an official said on Monday [23 August]. 

NATO helicopters pounded the Tirgaran village of Tala wa Barfak District, killing and wounding the 
civilians and burning 20 houses, the district chief, Mohammad Esmail, told Pajhwok Afghan News. 

There were no militants in the area at the time of the predawn strike, he said, adding International 
Security Assistance Force ( ISAF) soldiers did not inform district officials prior to the air raid. 

"NATO helicopters struck our village at about 2:00am, killing six and wounding as many. Twenty 
houses were torched and foreign troops arrested four residents," said Mullah Mohammad, a local 
imam. All victims were civilians, he alleged. 

Meanwhile, the alliance said a dozen individuals killed in the operation were insurgents and two 
Taleban commanders, known to lead attacks on Afghan and coalition forces, were the target of the 
operation. 

"Combined forces located and destroyed a rocket-propelled grenade launcher, several RPGs and 
several boxes of small arms ammunition," the International Security Assistance Force said. 

[Description of Source: Kabul Pajhwok Afghan News in English -- independent news agency] 
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PSR(sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

PSR(sen)1, PSR(IC)3 

Wednesday, 8 December 2010 3:29 p.m. 

PSR(sen)1 , PSR(IC)3 

BRADSHAW PHIL, CDR; COLEMAN PETER, MR 

Subject: FW: Defence - Afghanistan - Injury- unclassified 

PSA{Mnl1 

Merry Xmas , 
OIA from PSR(IC)3 

Cheers 

PSR(IC)3 I Media Manager 
Defence Communications Group 

Page 1 of 3 

OOMPLIANCE O~"fE 1,_-i ,..L,Ji 
\45L{-l..0 lo 
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· ~SELOGAS 
OIA MIN PO 

REFERT: DJo 
DDl;PSR(IC)3 I Mobile:PSR(IC)3 I DTelN: PSR(IC)3 CC: 

- - - - NZ:DF-website:-Glick-here-l-0CG-intranet-site:-O!ick-here ~ ~ ~-F~DIRf;CTtl.:..:....E-'--PL:_Y_ -== 
IN / 6 WORKING DAYS 

IMMEDIATELY 
Think before you print 

PSR(IC)3 @nzdf.mil.nz 

From: PSR(IC)3 
Sent: Wednesday, 8 December 2010 2:31 p.m. 
To: PSR(IC)3 , MR 
Subject: FW: Defence - Afghanistan - Injury - unclassified 

Hi PSR(IC)3 

On 24 September 2010 NZDF provided information relating to injuries sustained by a New Zealand soldier in 
Afghanistan. 

I make a request under the Official Information Act for a copy of all correspondence between NZDF personnel 
both here and overseas relating to this incident. 

Thanks 

PSR(IC)J 

TVnz 
T~lon Naw Z..1W1d Lid 
Tc Rfl01lt:lli 

PSR(IC)3 
Potilical Reporter• Welling1on 

~:PSR(IC)3 
P: 

Cv/l.JZ-6 s-p ~N () 6 (V c;..s A /J,QU.. r \ tv L I t),s....,. c_p.. UJhvG 1,-;:f '-< Lo--( ~ ,., 1.. .r c:, L--~ I& -'t 
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contain privileged information, but not necessarily the official views or opinions of the New Zealand 
Defence Force. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use, disclose, copy or 
distribute tbis message or the information in it. If you have received this message in error, please 
Email or telephone the sender immediately. 
=======~-~=-=========~===========-===================~==~ 
For more information on the Television New Zeal and Group, visit us 
online at tvnz.co.nz 
=~=====~-----~===~==-===~===~============---=a========~==~ 
CAUTION: This e-mail and any attachment(s) contain information 
that 
is intended to be read only by the named recipient ( s) . This 
information 
is not to be used or stored by any other person and/or 
organisation. 

--- . -~- --=---~~~====---'--~====-=--"----'-~~-'-=-
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Article Information 

Article Title "Deadly retaliation by Kiwi SAS troops revealed" 
Source News Hub | Ministerial public statement 

Date Published 20/04/2011 

Deadly retaliation by Kiwi SAS troops 
revealed 

By Charlotte Shipman with additional reporting by NZPA 

The Government has confirmed New Zealand's elite Special Air Service (SAS) troops were 
involved in a counter-attack on the men who are thought to have killed 28-year- old 
Lieutenant Timothy O'Donnell in Afghanistan last year. 

Lt O'Donnell died last August after his patrol in north-east Bamiyan province was attacked with 
explosives. He was the first New Zealand solider to be killed in the conflict. 

Until now, actions after his death had been kept secret. 

TVNZ's One News said the Government had confirmed that SAS troops stationed in Kabul 
were involved in hunting down the Taleban insurgents and 12 were believed to have died 
during the counter-attack. 

They mobilised from their base in Kabul two weeks after Lt O'Donnell was killed and, with 
American assistance, launched a counter-attack in Baghlan Province. 

182

https://www.newshub.co.nz/nznews/deadly-retaliation-by-kiwi-sas-troops-revealed-2011042018


Defence Minister Wayne Mapp said New Zealand was taking an active interest in the 
region and New Zealand forces "were involved". 

"We have our special forces to be able to undertake military operations - that is part of 
their overall remit," he said. 

"It is in the remit of the special forces to be able to undertake operations at the 
direction of ISAF (International Security Assistance Force) and Nato, and in this 
case, particularly, to protect our people." 

Mr Mapp denies the attack was revenge. 

Lt O'Donnell died on patrol in north-east Bamyan Province and it was believed 
insurgents who attacked the convoy had come in from neighbouring Baghlan 
Province, the report said. 

The report said there had been claims civilians died in the counter-attack but Mr 
Mapp said they had proved to be false. 

NZPA / 3 News 
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NZDF operations in Bamyan Province 
on 22 August 2010 
 
On 22 August 2010 New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) elements, operating as part of a 
Coalition Force in Bamyan province, Afghanistan conducted an operation against an insurgent 
group. 

NZDF Special Operations Forces combined with Afghan National Security Forces and 
other coalition elements undertook the operation. 

The operation was conducted as part of the wider ISAF mission to improve the security of 
the Afghan people and to protect the NZ PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team) in Bamyan 
province. The operation was approved by both the Afghan Government and the 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). 

Nine insurgents (not 12 as reported) were killed in the operation which targeted an 
insurgent group in the area where Bamyan Province borders neighbouring Baghlan 
province. 

Following the operation allegations of civilian casualties were made. These were 
investigated by a joint Afghan Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Interior and International 
Security Assistance Force assessment team, in accordance with ISAF procedures. 

The investigation concluded that the allegations of civilian casualties were 
unfounded. 

Ordinarily the NZDF declines to comment on matters of an operational nature as any 
release of information can put New Zealanders at risk. In this case, clarification of the facts 
is warranted. 

The NZDF will be making no further comment on this operation. 

The NZDF point of contact for this release is Commander Phil Bradshaw, Director 
Defence Communications Group 021 441 493. 
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SAS' deadly Afghan counter attack revealed 

News Anchor 1: 
We begin tonight with an astonishing admission from the government 

News Anchor 2: 
It’s revealed to one news details of a deadly secret mission by our elite SAS troops to hunt 
down those who killed new Zealander Tim O’Donnell in Afghanistan. The young soldier died 
on patrol last year but a counter attack involving our crack soldiers left twelve Taliban 
fighter dead. The usually top secret information’s’ only just been confirmed to political 
editor Guyon Espiner who joins us now with more on this exclusive story, Guyon 

Guyon: 
Thanks Simon, well we’ve known for some time that Tim O’Donnell was killed last year in 
Bamiyan after insurgents came in from a neighbouring province. What we did not know was 
New Zealand’s involvement in in a counter attack which followed his death. 
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Tim O’Donnell was the first New Zealander killed in combat in Afghanistan. The tragedy was 
major news in early august last year. What was kept secret was what happened after that. One 
News has learned that the SAS was involved in hunting down Taliban insurgents, believed to 
be responsible for Tim O’Donnell death, so we put that to the defence minister. 

Defence Minister: 
As you would imagine new Zealand has been taking an active interest in what occurs in that 
region and new Zealand forces were involved in that. 

Guyon: 
It’s believed 12 insurgents died during the counter attack, the minister says it was not a 
revenge killing but was done to secure the area. 

Guyon: 
So the people who killed Tim O’Donnell were in turn killed by allied forces including New 
Zealand. 

Defence Minister: 
Well it is a war and uh military operations do take place. 

Guyon: 
Tim O’Donnell died on patrol in north east Bamiyan. It’s believed insurgents who attacked 
the convoy had come in from neighbouring Baghlan Province. About two weeks later the 
SAS mobilised from the base in Kabul and, with American assistance, launched a counter 
attack in Baghlan. 

Defence Minister: 

We have our special forces to be able to undertake military operations, that is part of their 
overall remit. 

Guyon: 
So you’re not denying that? 

Defence Minister: 
No I’m not denying that. 

Guyon: 
Tim O’Donnell was part of the provincial reconstruction team of about 140 New Zealand 
troops who do a mixture of aid work and military patrols in Bamiyan province 

Guyon: 
Is it within our remit in our rules of engagement to go into that neighbouring province for 
military action? 

Defence Minister: 
It’s in remit of the Special Forces to be able to undertake operations at the direction 
essentially of ISAF NATO and in this case particularly to protect our people. 

Guyon: 
There were also claims that civilians died in the kiwi counter attack 
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Defence Minister: 
That’s been investigated and proven to be false 

Guyon: 
So no civilians were killed in that. You’re satisfied about that? You’ve seen some 
reports? 

Defence Minister: 
I am satisfied around that. 

Guyon: 
Although no public reports about any New Zealand involvement in this attack, not until 
tonight. 

News anchor 2: 
Alright then Guyon why is the government then kept this secret for the last 8 months? 

Guyon: 
Well I asked the defence minister that direct question today, he affectively said, “Well 

that’s because all SAS operations by their very nature are secret” 

I mean this isn’t information that the government has willingly volunteered, this came about 
because one news found about this operation, this counter attack, and we put those questions 
to defence minister Wayne Mapp as part of a wider interview about defence matters for the 
Q+A political program which screens on Sunday mornings. You can see that full interview this 
Sunday including the defence minister reaction to some of the other controversial aspects of 
New Zealand’s involvement in the war in Afghanistan. 

News anchor 2: 
Political editor Guyon Espiner 
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SAS attack not 'revenge killing' - Mapp 
An attack by the New Zealand SAS which killed a group of Taleban fighters 
responsible for the death of a Kiwi soldier was not a "revenge killing", says 
Defence Minister Wayne Mapp. 

Mapp last night confirmed the attack, which he said was undertaken to secure the 
area. The operation was approved by both the Afghan Government and the 
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). 

Last August Lieutenant Tim O'Donnell died after an ambush on his convoy in the 
northeastern province of Bamiyan on August 3. 

The SAS responded, with help from the United States and Afghan forces, on 
August 22. They mounted a counter-attack in neighbouring Baghlan province in 
which nine insurgents were killed. Article V. The attack was "based on 
intelligence" that there was insurgence in the area, Mapp told Radio New Zealand 
this morning. 

"The main thing that we are trying to do is actually protect the provincial 
reconstruction team, so we make it our business to know what is happening in the 
vicinity of our region, and obviously you would expect us to take action if we had 
intelligence that indicated operations were likely against us to protect our people. 
Article VI. "I'm clearly accepting that we undertook a mission, and it was to protect 
our people," Mapp said. 

"As much as possible we are not going to wait there to get attacked by 
insurgence, that frankly would be irresponsible." 

Claims that civilians had been killed in the operation had been proven false, Mapp 
said, and he was satisfied with the investigation into these allegations. 

O'Donnell, of Feilding, was serving as part of the Provincial Reconstruction Team 
made up of about 140 Kiwi troops carrying out a mix of aid work and military 
patrols in Bamiyan province. 

He died when a convoy carrying 12 soldiers came under rocket and gunfire from 
insurgents. Fellow New Zealand soldiers Private Allister Baker and Lance 
Corporal Matthew Ball were injured in the ambush. 
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O'Donnell was the first Kiwi war casualty in 10 years. 

He was awarded the Distinguished Service Decoration for valour while serving as 
a 25-year-old platoon commander in East Timor in 2008. 

The deaths of the Taleban group were reported last August, but this is the first 
time that New Zealand's special forces have been linked to the attack. 

The ISAF reported the day after the attack that two Taleban commanders known 
to lead attacks on Afghan and coalition forces had been the target of the 
operation, and the ISAF was confident it would have "a significant disruptive effect 
on the command and co-ordination of Taleban elements throughout Baghlan 
province". 

About a week later, it was reported that there were concerns civilians had been 
killed in the attack. An investigation team comprising Afghan and ISAF officials 
found that several rounds from coalition helicopters had fallen short, missing the 
intended target and instead striking two buildings. 

However, the inquiry concluded that claims of civilian casualties were unfounded. 

-Dominion Post with NZPA
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Q+A’s Guyon Espiner interviews 
Dr Wayne Mapp 

Q+A’s Guyon Espiner interviews Dr Wayne Mapp. 
The interview has been transcribed below. The full length video interviews and panel 
discussions from this morning’s Q+A can also be seen on tvnz.co.nz at, 
http://tvnz.co.nz/q-and-a-news 

Q+A is broadcast live on TV ONE between 9-10am on Sunday mornings and 
repeated on TVNZ 7 at 9.10pm on Sunday nights and 10.10am and 2.10pm on 
Mondays . 

DR WAYNE MAPP interviewed by GUYON ESPINER 
GUYON If we look back to Anzac Day and look at the battle of 1915 when you look at 
more than 2700 young New Zealand men losing their lives in that battle, nearly 100 years 
on, what is it that we are commemorating there? Are we commemorating sacrifice, 
independence, the birth of a nation? What are we actually commemorating when we 
celebrate Anzac Day? 

WAYNE MAPP – Defence Minister 

I think it’s all of that, in fact. If you think of the young New Zealanders who go to Anzac 
now in increasing numbers, they are obviously remembering sacrifice, but they’re also 
thinking about what it means to be a New Zealander in contemporary times. So I think all 
of us when we think of Anzac are really thinking of it through those multiple lenses, 
because there have been many battles, but the Gallipoli campaign stands out – in part, 
really, because it’s probably the first real identification of what it means to be a New 
Zealander. 

GUYON Do you think we’ll always celebrate Anzac Day? It’s been a public holiday 
since 1921. Will we always continue to celebrate that battle forever? 

DR MAPP Well, certainly... Yes, I believe we will, actually, because it is so intimately 
bound up with our own nationhood, and that is what actually makes it unique It is about 
sacrifice, but it’s also about what it means to be a New Zealander – not just in 1915, but 
also in 2011. 

GUYON We’re approaching the 10-year anniversary of the current major conflict that 
we’re fighting in in Afghanistan . When we spoke to you last year on this programme, you 
were confident about the course of the war. You were confident about the capacity that 
the Afghan government was generating. Are you still, as you sit here today, confident 
about the course of the war in Afghanistan ? 
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DR MAPP Yes, I am. In fact, you can see progress having been made in the fact that you 
saw a transition occurring in Bamiyan – one of the first five provinces for transition to 
occur – indicates gains. Obviously it’s going to take time – that’s why we’ve said through 
to 2014 that we’re there in Bamiyan. But clearly the government is building its capability. 
Clearly it’s both in governance, both in economics, and also in security. 

GUYON Well, let’s talk about Bamiyan, because it seems to me that we’re potentially 
going backwards there. When we spoke on this show last year, we had 106 people in the 
provincial-reconstruction team in Bamiyan and you were looking at winding that presence 
down from this year, but as we speak today, we have 140 troops in the provincial-
reconstruction team, and we now have eight of the light-armoured vehicles in that region 
precisely because it’s more dangerous. 

DR MAPP Well, we certainly had to improve the protection of our soldiers. That did 
mean deploying the light-armoured vehicles. We could do that because the roads have 
been improved... 

GUYON I want to come on to the roads in a second, but can I just clarify this. So we 
needed to do that because it’s more dangerous now? 

DR MAPP Better protection for our people. 

GUYON But what does that mean, with respect? Does that mean it is more dangerous, 
there’s more conflict, there's more risk from insurgents – that’s why we need more 
troops and stronger vehicles? 

DR MAPP Well, the dangers being there over the years – there's been IED incidents 
going back several years, and we’re just making sure that we’ve got the best possible 
protection for our people to be able to deal with the issues around IEDs. 

GUYON OK, can I put this simply: is it more dangerous there now than it was a year ago 
or not? 

DR MAPP Well, I think it’s as dangerous in the sense that there's still the threat there, but 
also at the same time, the government of Bamiyan – the provincial government – is 
building its own capability. More police are being trained, there's better economic reach... 

GUYON Yet it’s still as dangerous as it was. Doesn’t sound like progress to me. 

DR MAPP Well, there is progress, because the internal capability of the government itself 
has been improved and you’ll see them be able to take over responsibility for their own 
security. Most parts of Afghanistan are still at risk – that’s why ISAF is there 

– but the challenge here has been really to get the Afghan government to build its own
capacity to deal with its own internal problems. That process is occurring.

GUYON We talked about the light-armoured vehicles. On this programme last year, we 
asked you why don’t you deploy some of those 105 light-armoured vehicles. You said, 
and I’ll quote you, ‘That’s certainly been looked at and the view is the roads are simply 
too narrow, too steep, too windy for what is effectively a 20-ton vehicle.’ What’s changed 
in a year? 

DR MAPP Well, the roads have been improved. I’ve been... 
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GUYON Really? To that extent? 

DR MAPP I’ve been there a couple of times, and I’ve seen dramatic changes in the 
quality of the roads, and that’s continuing. We evaluated, you know, the quality of the 
roads and we concluded, yes, it is possible to deploy the vehicles. 

GUYON My question is, though, really, was that the right vehicle all along? 

DR MAPP Not when the roads weren’t good enough. When the roads were 
improved... 

GUYON But Tim O’Donnell died, which is the key date, isn’t it, in early August of 
2010, which sparked this? You did a review about that. Now, he was in a Humvee 
vehicle, obviously, and you looked into this. Is it really the case, Minister, that that 
was the right vehicle to have there all along? 

DR MAPP Well, as you know, I’ve raised questions about the deployment of the LAVs 
going back several years, including when I was the Opposition spokesperson for 
defence, and the roads have been progressively improved. That is a reality, and, as a 
consequence, the vehicles themselves have been able to be deployed. 

GUYON So at the time that Tim O’Donnell died, what condition were the roads in 
then? 

DR MAPP Well, I’m... Well, they weren’t... They probably, particularly in that corner, 
weren’t quite good enough. They’ve been progressively improved. That’s what I’ve 
been advised, and based on my own visits, I have seen that to be the case. 

GUYON Now, he died on August the 3rd last year in what was believed to be an attack 
by Taliban insurgents who perhaps came in from the neighbouring Baghlan province. 
There's a press release on the public record from ISAF dated around the 23rd of August 
which talks about coalition operations conducted in Baghlan province where 12 
insurgents were killed a short time after Tim O’Donnell’s death. Do you know whether 
New Zealand forces were involved in that counterattack which followed Tim O’Donnell’s 
death? 

DR MAPP Well, as you would imagine, New Zealand has been taking an active interest 
in what occurs in that region, and New Zealand forces were involved in that. They’re 
there to protect our people in Bamiyan. 

GUYON 12 insurgents were killed, including two Taliban commanders, so New 
Zealanders took part in the counterattack which sought to... I won’t say revenge or 
avenge, but in terms of securing an area after Tim O’Donnell’s death? 

DR MAPP To essentially protect our people. When you... When there are attacks 
occurring, you have to obviously deal with the cause of the insurgents. 

GUYON So the people who killed Tim O’Donnell were in turn killed by allied forces, 
including New Zealanders? 

DR MAPP Well, it is a war, and, you know, military operations do take place. 
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GUYON And so that is the case, though. My interpretation of that, which is largely 
stitched together from the public record – that is right? 

DR MAPP Well, as I say, operations do take place. 

GUYON Yes, and you can confirm that New Zealanders were involved in an 
operation which killed those Taliban commanders who’d been responsible for Tim 
O’Donnell’s death? 

DR MAPP Well, as I said, military operations do take place to protect our forces in 
Bamiyan. 

GUYON I’ll take that as a yes. I understand that SAS soldiers were involved in that 
attack. Can you confirm that that is the case? 

DR MAPP Well, our special-operations soldiers are obviously deployed to undertake 
special operations. Beyond that, I’m not going to elaborate, because... for reasons, but 
you can imagine that we have our special forces to be able to undertake military 
operations. That is part of their overall remit. 

GUYON And so you’re not denying 

that? DR MAPP No, I’m not denying 

that. 

GUYON Is it within our remit in our rules 

of engagement to go into that 

neighbouring province for military 

action? 

DR MAPP It’s in the remit of the special forces to be able to undertake operations at the 
direction, essentially, of ISAF, NATO and, in this case particularly, to protect our people. 

GUYON Why didn’t you put a press release out about that? Why didn’t you 
communicate that with the New Zealand public? Was it necessary to do that? 

DR MAPP Well, as you know, we have a general principle of not, basically, discussing 
the operations of the special forces. In Kabul, it’s been a bit different, but as a general 
proposition, we don’t. 

GUYON There's an Associated Press report around that time that contains a claim 
that a number of civilians were killed during that operation. 

DR MAPP And that’s been investigated and proven to be false. 

GUYON So no civilians were killed in that? You’re satisfied about that? You’ve seen 
some reports on it? 

DR MAPP I am satisfied around that. 
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GUYON Only insurgents were killed in that operation? 

DR MAPP I am satisfied around that. 

GUYON Did you... And this, I hope, isn’t a macabre question, but did you inform the 
family – Tim O’Donnell’s family – that this action had taken place? 

DR MAPP Not specifically, but, as I say, this is about protecting our people for the 
future specifically, and we do keep, as we know, as much as possible, special 
operations are kept in the domain of confidentiality. 

GUYON Before I leave that aspect, that action, which obviously took out a number of 
insurgents – has that secured the area to any extent? Because I know that there were 
several incidents where there was a belief that people had come in from the Baghlan 
province to attack the provincial-reconstruction team. Is it a safer area, more secure 
area as a result of that operation? 

DR MAPP Well, as you would imagine, we do, through ISAF generally, take particular 
attention to what's happening there, and it remains dangerous. There's no question 
about that, and we have to be prudent about that. 

GUYON The other very controversial aspect of our time in Afghanistan has been the 
treatment of prisoners who’ve been perhaps taken by the SAS and handed over to 
security forces – both the Americans and the Afghan national forces. This has been a 
persistent issue in the media. I understand that Jon Stephenson is writing a piece for 
Metro this weekend where he’s making allegations that this has been going on for a long 
time and that some of these people have been subject to effectively torture at the hands 
of the Americans. What do you know of this? 

DR MAPP Well, as you know, the issues around detainees has been a major issue for 
all the countries involved in NATO-ISAF deployments, and there's been a huge amount 
of work been done in recent times to ensure there's much better attention paid to rule of 
law. I’ve spoken directly to General Petraeus and indeed his predecessors about that – 
the issues around rule of law – and I can assure you that basically we do everything 
properly. You would expect that of New Zealand soldiers. They expect that of 
themselves. 

GUYON Have you been given information... And I know you weren’t the responsible 
minister, but some of these allegations, and they appear to be pretty serious, including 
handing over prisoners in the early phases – 2001, 2002 – the claims are that people 
were badly beaten, forced to strip and parade in front of US troops, later released 
without charge. Have you had information and reports about these incidences? Can 
you talk about that validity of that? 

DR MAPP Well, as you know, in relation to those situations, the New Zealand forces 
actually lodged their complaints about what had happened there. I think actually the 
New Zealand forces conducted themselves with the professionalism that you would 
expect, and the fact that they actually lodged a complaint about the treatment I think is 
a great credit to the SAS at the time. They understood their responsibilities, ultimately, 
to New Zealand and our reputation. 
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GUYON The most recent concern, and it was lodged last year around August, was that 
troops were still handing over prisoners to the Afghan secret police. Now, you and the 
Prime Minister said that you would look into that. Are you satisfied that the current and 
most recent action of our troops in handing over prisoners and suspects to the Afghan 
police and secret police forces has been appropriate and in line with our international 
law and obligations? 

DR MAPP Well, as you can expect with my particular background, I have taken a 
special interest in this, and, yes, I am satisfied, and I know that NATO-ISAF, as I’ve 
said, has taken a much closer approach on this and worked, actually, in building the 
capacity of the Afghan government to, frankly, obey the principles and norms of 
international law. 

GUYON So, we in the West – or the allies, if you like – have announced that the war’s 
finishing in 2014. Wouldn’t you just wait it out if you were the Taliban? Isn’t that what’s 
going to happen? 

DR MAPP Doesn’t work that way, because the capacity of the Afghan government is 
continuously building up, and that’s why the Afghan government itself is actually being 
more effective. Now, you know, they’re starting from a relatively low base, but that is 
being progressively built, and I’m confident by 2014, essentially the Afghan government 
will be able to take responsibility for its own security. 

GUYON The US spends, I read, about $7 billion a month US money on this war. Do 
you know what New Zealand has spent, roughly, on this war over the last decade? 

DR MAPP Well, it takes around $35 million per year in total. That includes, actually, 
foreign aid expenditure as well, so you can extrapolate, and it has cost us quite a lot. 
There’s no doubt about it. But you have to think... 

GUYON Money well spent, Minister? 

DR MAPP You have to think why we’re there. Seven New Zealanders have been killed 
in international terrorist incidents – that’s civilians – in New York, in London, in Bali and 
indeed actually in Mumbai as well. That is why, fundamentally, we are there 

– to protect ourselves against the scourge of international terrorism, most of which
has its origins in Afghanistan.

GUYON That’s all we’ve got time for, but, Minister, thanks very much. We appreciate 
your time 
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