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NZDF operations in Bamyan Province on 22 August 2010 

20 April 2011 

New Zei:hnri 

DEFENCE 
FORCE 

On 22 August 201 O New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) elements, operating as part of a 
Coalition Force in Bamyan province, Afghanistan conducted an operation against an insurgent 
group. 

NZDF Special Operations Forces combined with Afghan National Security Forces and other 
coalition elements undertook the operation. 

The operation was conducted as part of the wider ISAF rnission to improve the security o'f the 
Afghan people and to protect the NZ PRT (Provincial Reconstruction Team) in Barnyan province. 
The operation was approved by botl1 the Afghan Government and the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF). 

Nine insurgents (not -12 as reported) were killed in the operation which targeted an insurgent 
group in the area where Barnyan Province borders neighbouring Baghlan province. 

Following the operation allegations o'f civilian casualties 1Nere made. These were investigated by 
._., a joint Afghan Ministry of Defence, Ministry o'f lnter~~-ancl -~~!:!.1.§itioD§I _Security.Assistance F12rce 

, ~.§J>_~rner1t !~am, in 9gcordance with ISAF lfi'oceclures. ~ t,,.. 
' The investigation conclucled that th~ allegations of civilian casualti.ss were ur,founclecl. 
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' Ordinarily the NZDF declines to comment on matters o'f an operational nature as any release ,:,f 
information can put New Zealanders a-1 risl<. In this case, clarification ofthe facts is warranted. 

The NZDF will be n-,aking no further comment on this operation. 

The NZDF point of contact for this release is Commander Phil Bradshaw, Director Defenc,~ 
Communications Group 021 44-1 493. 
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